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To the President^ Congress^ and people of the United States: 

Since the organization of the American Association of the 
Eed Gross, the work accomplished and the facts developed 
through it have been interesting and important to an uncom- 
mon degree. So many applications for a more detailed ac- 
count of that work, and those facts, have been received from 
persons interested and residing in almost every State of this 
country, and from those abroad who had long been looking 
for the accession of the United States to the Treaty of the 
Bed Gross, that it has been deemed advisable to make a pub- 
lic statement of the same, taking somewhat the form of a 
continuation of the history of this Association since the pub- 
lication of the first edition of the work which we now republish 

with the additions suggested* 

5 



I:i 



fc"^/"- 






THE RED CROSS OF THE GENEVA CONVENTION. 

^VH-A^T IX IS, ITS ORIGJ-IN" -A.N'D HISTORY. 



By the American National Association of the Bed Cboss. 



PREFACE. 



In placing this pamphlet before the public it is the desire 
of the committee to make known, as far as po^aible, not only 
the nature and objects of the organization known as the Bed 
Cross, as existing in other countries, but also the little which 
has thus far been attempted in our own. It has therefore 
been deemed advisable to embody in this a smaller pam- 
phlet, issued by our president as early as the winter of 1878, 
entitled *'What the Eed Cross Is,'^ the design on her part 
being to introduce the work to the attention of the people 
and their representatives in Congress. 

Both publications, with a few exceptions, are drawn, as 
nearly as possible without being literal translations, from 
original works issued by the International Committee of Ge- 
neva, whose literature upon the subject of humanitarian work 
in war is already quite extensive, including the regular issue 
of a quarterly international Bulletin which details the work 
of the societies and circulates in all countries embraced with- 
in the treaty. 
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8 History of the Bed Cross. 

The position which the organization of the Bed Gross oc- 
cupies among the nations will be at once apparent to all per- 
sons of observation. Entirely distinct in its origin, forma- 
tion, objects, and methods from any system which has ever 
existed, standing so completely a work by itself, it is some- 
thing not readily comprehended, as our own experience has 
too well shown. It is not appropriately classed with char- 
ities, but is rather to be regarded as a wise provision for the 
meeting of contingencies, certain sooner or later to confront 
us. The family which lays aside a portion of its passing in- 
come in health and prosperity, against the days when illness 
or misfortune shall overtake it, is held to be wise, economi- 
cal, prudent, safe. Humanitarian in its principles and ef- 
forts, and realizing that nations are only the large families 
of the earth, the Eed Gross seeks to introduce among nations 
and peoples, for their safety and welfare, the same wise 
course found so desirable and commendable in families and 
individuals. 

Deploring war and its uncounted woes and evils, as they 
must, who unsolicited turn aside from the ordinary pursuits 
of life to seek out a system which shall lessen its horrors, 
and as its institutors have so beautifully expressed it, ^^ en- 
able war to make war upon itself,'^ and *' oppose the arms of 
humanity to the arms of violence,^ the Red Gross must by 
virtue of its very foundation stand in the foremost ranks of 
the great civilizers, educators, and benefactors of mankind. 

International and national only, it will naturally bear so 
small relation in its work to the customary beneficences of 
the community, as never to come into collision with them, 
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History of the Bed Cross. 9 

but will seek to aid so far as lies iu its power any good cause 
which may exist. Antagonistic to nothing, it can know neither 
jealousies nor rivalry j the course marked out for it by its 
regulations^ and entered upon from the first, must be evenly 
pursued. Founding itself specifically with the laws which 
make the country, it can only end with the country, and hav- 
ing come to stay, will, in all its incipient arrangements, prefer 
reflection, wisdom, and mature judgment to haste and uncer- 
tainty. 

With tliese views, and in this spirit, we place our publica- 
tion before the people, inviting their earnest attention to the 
subject explained by it, and feel assured that, when once un- 
derstood, the people of the United States of America will no 
longer be found behind all others in their active co-operation 
with the widest and most generally recognized humanitarian 
movement in the known world* 
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THE RED CROSS OF THE GENEVA CONVENTION. 



By Clara Barton, 



To the people of the United States j Senators and Representatives 

in Congress: 

Having had the honor conferred upon me of appointment 
by the Central Commission holding the Geneva Convention, 
to present that treaty to this Government, an'd to take in 
charge the formation of a national or^nization according to 
the plan pursued by the committees working under the treaty, 
it seems to me but proper, that while I ask the Government 
to sign it, the people and their representatives should be 
made acquainted with its origin, designs, methods of work, 
etc. To this end I have prepared the following statement, 
and present it to my countrymen and women, hoping they 
will be led to indorse and sustain a benevolence so grand in 
its character, and already almost universal in its recognition 
and adoption by the civilized world. 

OLAEA BAETON, 

Washington^ D. C. 
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14 History of the Bed Cross. 



WHAT THE RED CBOSS IS. 

A confederation of relief societies in different countries, 
acting under the Geneva Convention, carries on its work un- 
der the sign of the Eed Gross. The aim of these societies is 
to ameliorate the condition of wounded soldiers in the armies 
in campaign on laud or sea. 

The societies had their rise in the conviction of certain 
philanthropic men, that the official sanitary service in wars 
is usually insufficient, and that the charity of the people, 
which at such times exhibits itself munificently, should be 
organized for the best possible utilization. An international 
public conference was called at Geneva, Switzerland, in 1863, 
which, though it had not an official character, brought to- 
gether representatives from a number of Governments. At 
this conference a treaty was drawn up, afterwards remodeled 
and improved, which twenty-five Governments have signed. 

The treaty provides for the neutrality of all sanitary sup- 
plies, ambulances, surgeons, nurses, attendants, and sick or 
wounded men, and their safe conduct, when they bear the 
sign of the organization, viz: the Bed Cross. 

Although the convention which originated the organiza- 
tion was necessarily international, the relief societies them- 
selves are entirely national and independent; each one gov- 
erning itself and making its own laws according to the genius 
of its nationality and needs. 

It was necessary for recognizance and safety, and for carry- 
ing out the general provisions of the treaty, that a uniform 
badge should be agreed upon. The Eed Cross was chosen 
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out of compliment to the Swiss Eepublic, where the first con- 
vention was held, and in which the Central Commission has 
its headquarters. The Swiss colors being a white cross on 
a red ground, the badge chosen was these colors reversed. 

There are no "members of the Eed Cross,'' but only mem- 
bers of societies whose sign it is. There is no " Order of the 
Bed Cro88.^ The relief societies use, each according to its 
convenience, whatever methods seem best suited to prepare 
in times of peace for the necessities of sanitary service in 
times of war. They gather and store gifts of money and sup- 
plies; arrange hospitals, ambulances, methods of transporta- 
tion of wounded men, bureaus of information, correspondence, 
&c. All that the most ingenious philanthropy could devise 
and execute has been attempted in this direction. 

In the Franco-Prussian war this was abundantly tested. 
That Prussia acknowledged its beneficence, is proven by the 
fact that the Emperor aflOLxed the Bed Cross to the Iron Cross 
of Merit. 

Although the societies are not international, there is a tacit 
compact between them, arising from their common origin, 
identity of aim, and mutual relation to the treaty. This com- 
pact embraces four principles, viz : centralization, prepara- 
tion, impartiality, and solidarity. 

1st. Centralization.— The efficiency of relief in time of 
war dei>ends on unity of direction ; therefore in every country 
the relief societies have a common central he^d to which 
they send their supplies, and which communicates for them 
with the seat of war or with the surgical military authorities, 
and it is through this central commission they have govern- 
mental recognition. 
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2d. Pbepabation. — It is understood that societies work- 
ing nnder the Bed Cross shall occupy themselves with pre- 
paratoiy work in times of peace. This gives them a perma- 
nence they could not otherwise have. 

3d. IMPABTIALITY.— The societies of belligerent nations 
cannot always carry aid to their wounded countrymen who 
are captured by the enemy; this is counterbalanced by the 
regulation that the aid of the Bed Gross societies shall be 
extended alike to Mend and foe. 

4th. SoLiDABiTY. — This provides that the societies of na- 
tions not engaged in war may afford aid to the sick and 
wounded of belligerent nations without affecting any princi- 
ple of non-interference to which their Governments may be 
pledged. This must be done through the Central Comrais- 
sion, and not through either of the belligerent parties; this 
' insures impartiality of relief. 
i That these principles are practical has been thoroughly 

tested during the fifteen years the Bed Cross has existed. 

The Convention of Geneva does not exist as a society, but 
is simply a treaty under which all the relief societies of the 
Bed Cross are enabled to carry on their work effectually. In 
time of war, the members and agents of the societies who go 
to the seat of war are obliged to have their badges vized by 
the Central Commission, and by one of the belligerents — this 
is in order to prevent fraud. Thus the societies and the 
treaty complement each other. The societies find and execute 
the relief, the treaty affords them the immunities which enable 
them to execute. 

And it may be further made a part of the raison cPStre of 
p these national relief societies to afford ready succor and as- 
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sistanco tx) sufferers in time of national or widespread calam- 
ities, such as plagues, cholera, yellow fever and (he like, de- 
vastating fires or floods, railway disasters, mining catastro- 
phes, &c. The readiness of organizations like those of the 
Eed Cross to extend help at the instant of need, renders the 
aid of quadruple value and efficiency compared with that 
gathered hastily and irresponsibly, in the bewilderment and 
shock which always accompanies such calamities. The trained 
nurses and attendants subject to the relief societies in such 
cases, would accompany the supplies sent and remain in ac- 
tion as long as needed. Organized in every state, the relief 
societies of the Red Cross would be ready with money, nurses, 
and supplies, to go on call to the instant relief of all who 
were overwhelmed by any of those sudden calamities which 
occasionally visit us. In case of yellow fever, there being an 
organization in every State, the nurses and attendants would 
be first chosen from the nearest societies, and being accli- 
mated, would incur far less risk to life than if sent from dis- 
tant localities. It is true that the Government is always ready 
in these times of public need to furnish transportation, and 
often does much more. In the Mississippi flood, a few years 
ago, it ordered rations distributed under the direction of army 
officers; in the case of the explosion at the navy -yard, it 
voted a relief fund, and in our recent affliction at the South, 
a like course was pursued. But in such cases, one of the great- 
est difficulties is that there is ho organized method of adminis- 
tering the relief which the Government or liberal citizens are 
willing to bestow, nor trained and acclimated nurses ready 
to give intelligent care to the sick ; or if there be organiza- 
214 A 2 
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lion, it is ];iastily formed in the time of need, and is there- 
fore comparatively inefficient and wasteful. It would seem 
to be full time that, in consideration of the growth and rapidly 
accumulating necessities of our country, we should learn to 
economize our charities, and insure from them the greatest 
possible practical benevolence. Although we in the United 
States may fondly hope to be seldom visited by the calami- 
ties of war, yet the misfortunes of other nations with which 
we are on terms of amity apx)eal to our sympathies^ our south- 
em coasts are periodically visited- by the scourge of yellow 
fever; the valleys of the Mississippi are subject to destruc- 
tive inundations; the plains of the West are devastated by 
insects and drought, and our cities and country are swept by 
consuming fires. In all such cases, to gather and dispense 
the profuse liberality of our people without waste of time or 
material, requires the wisdom that comes of experience and 
permanent organization. Still more does it concern, if not 
our safety, at least our honor, to signify our approval of those 
principles of humanity acknowledged by every other civilized 
nation. 
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A SKETCH OF THE HISTORY OF THE RED CROSS. 



I. 

OEIOIN AND PEOOEESS. 

This society had its inception in the mind of Monsieur 
Henri Diinant, a Swiss gentleman, who was ably seconded 
in his views by Monsieur Gustave Moynier and Dr. Louis 
Appia, of Geneva. Monsieur Dunant, being present at the 
battle of Solferino, was deeply impressed with a conviction 
of the need of more extended and efficient means than any 
which yet existed for ameliorating conditions consequent 
on war, and subsequently published a work entitled, "A 
Souvenir of Solferino,'^ in which he strongly advocated more 
humane and extensive appliances of aid to wounded soldiers. 
As a result of their thoughts and consultations, M. Moy- 
nier, who was at that time president of the Society of Public 
Utility of Switzerland, called a meeting of this society to con- 
sider "A proposition relative to the formation of permanent 
societies for the relief of wounded soldiers.'' This meeting 
took place on the 9th of February, 1863. The matter was 
laid fully before the society 5 was heartily received and acted 
upon, and a committee appointed, with M. Moynier at it« 
head, to examine into methods by which the desired results 

might be obtained. 

21 



22 History of the Red Cross. 

So fully did this committee realize its responsibility and 
the magnitude, grandeur, and labor of the undertaking, that 
its first steps were made even with timidity. But, overcom- 
ing all obstacles, it decided upon a plan which seemed possi- 
ble, and announced for the 26th of the following October a 
reunion, to which were invited, from all countries, men sym- 
pathizing with its views or able to assist in its discussions. 
This international conference was held at the appointed time, 
continuing four days. The resolutions adopted contain the 
fundamental principles of the work since accomplished. 
Upon this basis was commenced and wrought out the Ge- 
neva treaty;, and the plai\ of all the national permanent relief 
societies. Upon this the Bed Cross was founded. 

One of the first objects to be desired by the international 
committee as necessary for the successful prosecution of its 
work, was the indorsement, by the several States of Europe, 
of a treaty which should recognize the neutrality of the hos- 
pitals established, of the wounded, and of all persons and 
effects connected with the sanitary; also the adoption of a 
uniform protective sign or badge. It inquired with care 
into the disposition of the several Governments, and was met 
with active sympathy and moral support. 
^ First assuring itself of the coaperation of the Swiss 
Federal Council and the Emperor of France, it shortly after 
procured the signatures of ten other Governments, which 
were given at its rooms in the city hall of Geneva, August 
22, 1864, and called the Convention of Geneva. 

Its sign or badge was also agreed upon, viz: a red cross 
on a white ground, which was to be worn on the arm by all 
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persons acting with or in the service of the committees 
enrolled under the Convention. The number of Governments 
adhering to the treaty was shortly after increased to 
twenty-two, and at the present date there are twenty-seven. 

Tho war of 18GG, though not fully developing the advan- 
tages of this international law, was yet the means of discov- 
ering its imperfections. Consequently, in 18G7, the relief so- 
cieties of Paris considered it necessary that the treaty should 
be revised, modified, and completed. Bequests were issued, 
the International. Committee transmitted them to the vari- 
ous Governments, and in 1868 a second diplomatic conference 
was convened at Geneva, at which were voted additional 
articles, improving the treaty by completing its . design and 
extending its beneficent action to maritime wars. 

During the war of 1866 no decisive trial of the new princi- 
ples involved in the treaty could be made, Austria not hav- 
ing at that time signed it. But in 1870-'71 it was other- 
wise. The belligerents had accepted not only the first 
treaty but likewise the additional articles. Thus it became 
possible to show to the world the immense service and 
beneficent results which the treaty through the relief societies 
might accomplish. 

The dullest apprehension can partially appreciate the 
responsibilities incurred by relief societies in time of war; 
and the thoughtful mind will readily perceive that these 
responsibilities involve constant vigilance and effort during 
periods of peace. It is wise statemanship which directs that 
in "time of peace we must prepare for war," and it is no less 
a wise benevolence that makes preparation in the hour of 
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11. 

OEOANIZATION AND METHODS OF WOEK 

One of the things considered indispensable, and therefore 
adopted as a resolution by the Conference of 1863, was the 
centralization of the work in each country separately by itself. 
While the treaty must be universally acknowledged, and its 
badge accepted as a universal sign, it was equally essential 
that the societies of the difierent countries should be sim- 
ply national and in no respect international. It was there- 
fore ordained by the Conference that all local committees or 
organizations desirous of working with the Red Cross should 
do so under the auspices of a central committee of their own 
nation, recognized by its Government, and also recognized by 
the International Committee from which the sign of the Red 
Cross emanates. Singularly enough, the International Com- 
mittee has had considerable difficulty in making this fiiUy 
understood, and frequently has been obliged to call local 
committees to order, for assuming centralization or nation- 
ality. Once in three months the International Committee 
publislies an official list of all committees recognized by it as 
central or national. In this way it is able to exercise a pertain 
control, and to repress entanglements and abuses which would 
be consequent on irresponsible or counterfeit organizations. 
To recapitulate : The Commission of Geneva, of which Mon- 
sieur Moynier is president, is the only In^rnational Committee. 
All other committees are simply national or local. The Con- 
ference of 1863 foresaw that national differences would pre- 
vent a universal code of management, and that to make the 
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societies international would destroy tbem so far as efficiency 
was concerned; they therefore adopted a resolution that 
<^ central committees should organize in such a manner as 
seemed the most useful and convenient to themselves.'^ 
Every committee, being its own j udge, has its own constitution 
and laws. To be efficient, it must have Government recogni- 
tion, must bear the stamp of national individuality, and be 
constructed according to the spirit, habits, and needs of the 
country it represents. Ko hierarchy unites the societies; 
they are independent of each other; but they have each an 
individual responsibility to the treaty, under the ensign of 
which they work, and they labor in a common cause. It is 
desirable that they should all be known by one name — viz: 
The Society of the Eed Cross. 

The functions of the International Committee whose head- 
quarters are at Geneva were also determined by the Confer- 
ence of 18C3. It is to serve provisionally as an intermediate 
agent between national committees, and. facilitate their com- 
munications with each other. It occupies itself with the 
general interests of the Eed Cross, in correspondence, and 
the study of theoretical and practical methods of ameliora- 
tion. 

The national committees are charged with the direction 
and responsibility of the work in their own countries; they 
must provide resources to be utilized in time of need; take 
active measures to secure adherents, establish local societies, 
and have efficient working force always in readiness for ac- 
tion; and in time of War dispatch and distribute safely and 
wisely all accumulations of material and supi)lies, nurses and 
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assistants, to their proper destinations, and, in short, what- 
ever may be gathered from the patriotism and philanthropy 
of the country 5 always remembering that central committees 
without abundance of sectional branches would be of little 
use. 

In most countries the co operation of women has been 
eagerly sought. It is needless to say it has been as eagerly 
given. In some countries the central committees are mixed, 
both sexes working together; in others, sub-committees are 
formed by women 5 and in others, as in the Grand Duchy of 
Baden, woman leads. 

As a last detail of organization, the conference of 1863 
recommended to the central committees to put themselves 
en rapport with their respective Governments in order that 
their offers of service should be accepted when required. 
This makes it incumbent upon societies to obtain and hold 
Government recognition, by which they are endowed with 
the immunities and privileges of legally instituted bodies, 
and with recognition from other nations in time of war not 
otherwise possible to them. Finally, the committees arc 
advised to put themselves, through the medium of the central 
committee recognized by the Government, into relations 
with the War Departments of their respective countries, in 
order to have their services most perfectly utilized in time 
of war. 
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III. 

OCCUPATION OF BELIEF SOCIETIES IN TIMES OF PEACE. 

Eecoguition, organization, and communication are by no 
means all that is necessary to insure tlie fulfillment of the 
objects of these associations. A thing most important to be 
borne in mind is, that if money be necessary for war, it is 
also an indispensable agent in relief of the miseries occa- 
sioned by war. Self-devotion alone will not answer. The 
relief societies need funds and other resources to carry on 
their work. They not only require means for current ex- 
penses but, most of all, for possible emergencies. To obtain 
and prudently conserve these resources is an important work. 
The Eussian society set a good example of activity in this 
direction. From the beginning of its organization in 1867, 
it systematically collected money over the whole empire, and 
neglected nothing that tended to success. It put boxes in 
churches, convents, armories, railroad depots, steamboats — 
in every place frequented by the public. 

Besides the collection of funds, the conference of 1863 rec- 
ommended that peace periods should be occupied in gather- 
ing necessary material for sanitary service. In 1868 there 
were in Geneva alone five depots where were accumulated 
one thousand two hundred and twenty-eight dozen shirts, 
besides hosiery, bandages, lint, &c., for over six thousand 
wounded. ' There were also large collections in the provinces. 

In other countries, the supplies remaining after wars were 
gathered into depots and added to abundantly. Thus in 1868 
the Berlin committee was in possession of supplies worth over 



30 History of the Red Cross. 

$25,000. Especial care is taken to acquire familiarity with 
all sanitary material use ) to eliminate as far as possible what 
ever may be prejudicial to sick or wounded men; to improve 
both the sanitary system and all supplies used under it; to 
have everything of the very best, as surgical instruments, 
medicine chests, bandages, stretchers, wagons, and tents. 

We would refer to the efforts made in the national exhibi- 
tions of various countries, where the societies of the Bed Gross 
have displayed their practical improvements and inventions, 
in competitive zeal, taxing to their utmost human ingenuity 
and skill. Some countries have taken grand prizes. Hague 
held an exposition in 1867 exclusively for the works of the 
Bed Gross. Permanent museums have been establ ished where 
all sorts of sanitary material for relief are exhibited, as in 
Stockholm, Garlsruhe, St. Petersburg, Moscow, and Paris; 
which last is the most important, and is international, other 
countries having participated in its foundation. 

Another method is the publication of works bearing upon 
this subject, some of which are scientific and very valuable. 

Not less important is attention to the sanitary ^er^onneL 
Of all aid, ef&cient nurses are the most dif&cult to obtain. 
There are numbers of men and women who have the will 
and devotion necessary to lead them into hospitals or to 
the battle-field, but very few of them are capable of per- 
forming well the duties of nurses. Therefore but a small 
portion of the volunteers are available. The relief societies 
soon found that women were, by nature, much better fitted 
for this duty than men can be; and to enable them to fulfill 
to the best advantage the mission for which they are so well 
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adapted, it was decided to afford them the best possible pro- 
fessional instruction. For this purpose, during peace, train- 
ing-schools were established, from which were graduated 
great numbers of women who are ready, at a moment's 
notice, to go upon the battle-field or into hospitals. These 
professional nurses find no difficulty during times of peace 
in securing remunerative employment; indeed, they are 
eagerly sought for by the community, and easily arrange to 
take positions at the bedside of the sick, with the proviso 
that they are to be allowed to obey the pledge to their so- 
ciety at the first tocsin of war. There are schools for this 
purpose in Germany, England, Sweden, Holland, Eussia, 
and other European countries, and nothing has been neg- 
lected toward making them thorough and placing them on a 
strong and solid basis. 

IV. 

SEEVicES nr time of wab. 

^Notwithstanding the readiness with which most persons 
will perceive the beneficent uses of relief societies in war, 
it may not be amiss to particularize some of the work ac- 
complished by the societies of the Bed Cross. Not to men- 
tion^ civil disturbances and lesser conflicts, they participated 
in not less than five great Tjars in the first ten years, com- 
mencing with- Schlesvig-Holstein, and ending with the 
Franco-German. Bussia and Turkey have followed, with 
many others since that time, in all of which these societies 
have signally proved their power to ameliorate the horrors 
of war. The earlier of these, while affording great oppor- 
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tunity for the beneficent work of the societies, were also 
grand fields of instruction and discipline to the committee, 
enabling them to store up vast funds of practical knowledge 
which were to be of great service. 

The Sanitary Commission of the United States also served 
as an excellent example in many respects to the relief socie- 
ties of Europe, and from it they took many valuable lessons. 
Thus in 1866 Europe was much better prepared than ever 
before for the care of those who suffered from the barbarisms 
of war. She was now ready with some degree of ability to 
oppose the arms of charity to the arms of violence, and make 
a kind of war on war itself. Still, however, there was a lack 
of centralization. The provincial committees worked sepa- 
rately, and consequently lost force. Notwithstanding these 
drawbacks, 'large amounts of money were gathered, and 
munificent supplies of material brought into store. The 
Austrian committee alone collected 2,170,000 francs, and a 
great supply of all things needed in hospital service. The 
central committee was of great use in facilitating correspond- 
ence between the diflferent peoples comprising the Austrian 
Empire, the bureau maintaining correspondence in eleven 
diflferent languages. 

Italy was not backward in the performance of her duty. 
She used her abundant resources in the most effectual way. 
Not only were her provincial societies of relief united for 
common action, but they received external aid from France 
and Switzerland. Here was exhibited the first beautiful ex- 
ample of neutral powers interfering in the cause of charity 
in time of war — instead of joining in the work of destruction, 
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lending their aid to repair its damages. The provincial 
committees banded together under the central committee of 
Milan. Foar squads, comprising well-trained nurses and 
assistants, were organized and furnished with all necessary 
material to follow the military ambulances or field hospitals, 
whose wagons were placed at their disposal. Thus the com- 
mittee not only re-enforced the somtary personnel of the army, 
but greatly increased its supplies. It provided entirely the 
sanitary material for the Tyrolese volunteers, and afforded 
relief to the navy, and when the war was oyer, it remained 
among the wounded. In addition to the supplies this com- 
mittee afforded, it expended in money not less than 199,064 
francs. 
^ But, after all, it was Germany standing between the two 
armies which distinguished herself. Since the conference of 
. 1863 she had been acting on the rule of preparation, and now 
found herself in readiness for all emergencies. The central 
I committeeof Berlin was flooded with contributions from the 
provincial committees. In the eight provinces of Prussia, 
4,000,000 of thalers were collected, and the other states of 
Germany were not behind. So munificently did the people 
bestow their aid, that large store-houses were provided in 
Berlin and in the provinces for its reception, and at the cen- 
tral depot in Berlin two hundred paid persons, besides a 
i large number of volunteers, and nearly three hundred ladies 
>. and misses were employed in classifying, parceling, packing 
! up, and dispatching the goods. Special railroad trains car- 
•-r ried material to the points of need. In one train were twenty- 
six cars laden with 1,800 to 2,000 cwt. of supplies. Never 
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had private charity, however carefully directed, been, able 
to accomplish such prodigies of benevolence. It was now 
that the beneficence of the treaty and the excellence of the 
organization were manifested. Bat the committee did not 
confine itself to sending supplies for the woundfd to the seat 
of war. It established and provisioned refreshment stations 
for the trains, to which those unable to proceed on the trains 
to the great hospitals without danger to life were admitted, 
nursed and cared for with the tenderest solicitude until they 
were sufilciently recovered to be removed, or death took 
them. At the station of Fardubitz from six hundred to 
eight hundred were cared for daily for two months, and lodg- 
ing provided for three hundred at night. This example suf- 
fices to show the extraordinary results of well-organized 
plans and concerted action. During the war the relief so- 
cieties had also to contend with the terrible scourge of chol- 
era. There can be no estimate of the misery assuaged and 
deaths prevented by the unselfish zeal and devotion of the 
wearers of the Bed Gross. 

In the interval between the wars of 1866 and 1867, and 
that of 1870-'71, the time had been improved by the socie- 
ties existing under the Gteneva treaty, in adding to their re- 
sources in every possible manner. Improvements were made 
in all articles of sanitary service; excellent treatises regard- 
ing the hygiene of the camp and hospital were widely circu- 
lated; the press had greatly interested itself in the promul- 
gation of information regarding all matters of interest or in- 
struction pertaining to sanitary effort, and almost univer- 
sally lent its powerful influence to build up the societies. Ten 
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new societies were formed daring this time. In Germany 
the work of the Bed Gross was so thoroughly organized, that, 
at the ^st signal from Berlin, committees arrived as if by 
magic at all required points, forming a chain which extended 
over the whole country^ and numbered over two thousand 
persons. This is more remarkable, since Germany was a 
neutral power. Gonstantcommunication was kept up between 
these committees and the central bureau, and the most per- 
fect order and discipline were maintained. Belief was sent 
from one or another of these stations as was needed. The 
state afforded free transport, and the voluntary contribu- 
tions of the people kept up the supplies of sanitary material, 
so that there was never any lack or danger of failure. With 
the Government transports, whether by land or water, there 
went always the agents of the Bed Gross, protected by their 
badges and flag, to wait on the invoices, hasten their prog- 
ress, see to their being kept in good order, and properly 
delivered at their destination. Depots of supplies were 
moved from place to place as exigencies demanded. The 
greatest care was taken to prevent disorder or confusion, and 
the best military circumspection and regularity prevailed. 
The great central depot at Berlin comprised seven sections, 
viz, camp material, clothing, dressing for wounds, surgical 
apparatus, medicines and disinfectants, food and tobacco, 
and hospital frimishings. Did space allow, it would be de- 
sirable to give statistics of the contributions in money and 
supplies to this service. Sufftce it to say, the humanity of 
peoples is far beyond that of Governments. Governments 
appropriate immense sums to carry on destructive conflicts, 



36 History of the Red Cross. 

bnt the work of relief societies the world over, and especially 
during the war of 187(M71, has shown that the philanthropy 
of the people eqnals their patriotism. The soms given to 
assaage the miseries of the Franco-Prussian war were sim- 
ply fabulous. In 1863, fears were expressed that there 
would be difficulty in collecting needful funds and supplies 
to carry out the designs of the treaty. These misgivings 
proved groundless. After the war of 1 87(M71 , notwithstand- 
ing nothing had been withheld in the way of relief, the soci- 
eties settled their accounts with large balances in their treas- 
uries. 

In France, not nearly so much had been previously done 
to provide for the exigencies which fell upon them, but the 
committee worked with such vigor, and so wrought ux>on the 
philanthropy of individuals, that active measures of relief 
were instantly taken. Oold and supplies poured into the 
hands of the committee at Paris. One month sufficed to or- 
ganize and provide seventeen campaign ambulances or field 
hospitals, which immediately joined the army, and accom- 
panied it through the first period of the war, or until the battle 
of Sedan. In Paris, ambulances were stationed at the railroad 
depots to pick up the wounded, and a bureau of information 
was created for soldiers' families. When the siege of Paris 
was about to take place, the committee threw, without delay, 
a commission into Brussels, charged with the direction and 
help of flying hospitals. Fine committees were established 
in the provinces, with power to act for the central committee, 
and to invite the people to help. Meanwhile the committee 
in Paris did its utmost to mitigate the distress that reigned 
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there, and to prepare for the result of the siege. History has 
recorded the snfferings, the horrors of misery that accom- 
panied and followed that siege; bat history can never relate 
what wretchedness was averted, what agonies were alleviated, 
what multitudes of lives were saved, by the presence and 
effort of the relief societies I What the state of France must 
have been without the merciful help of the Eed Cross socie- 
ties, the imagination dares not picture. After the armistice 
was signed, there were removed from Paris, under the auspi- 
ces of the relief societies, ten thousand wounded men, who 
otherwise must have lingered in agony or died from want 
of care; and there were brought back by them to French soil 
nine thousand men who had been cared for in Oerman hos- 
pitals. 

V. 

ACTION OF VEUTEAL COUNTEIES IN TIME OF WAB. 

Neutral countries also during this war were ready and 
bountiftd with help; and those working under the treaty did 
most effectual service. England contributed 7,500,000 francs, 
besides large gifts of sanitary supplies ; in one hundred axid 
eighty-eight days' time she sent to the seat of war twelve 
thousand boxes of supplies through the agents of the Bed 
Cross. 

To give an idea of the readiness and efficacy with which 
the committees worked even in neutral countries, one instance 
will suffice. From Pont-a-Mousson a telegram was sent to 
London for two hundred and fifty iron beds for the wounded, 
and in forty-eight hours they arrived in answer to the request. 
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England kept also at the seat of war agents to inform the 
committee at home of whatever was most needed in sapplies. 
The nentral countries sent also surgeons, physicians, and 
nurses, and in many other ways gave practical testimony to 
the benign efficacy of the Geneva treaty. 

As will be seen by the foregoing pages, the objects and 
provisions of the Geneva Convention and the societies acting 
under it, are designed for and applicable to the exigencies 
of war only. The close contact of the nations hitherto sign- 
ing this treaty, renders them far more liable to the recurrence 
of war than our own country. Our geographical position 
and our distance from the neighboring nations, allow us a 
feeling of security which justifies the hope that we may seldom 
if ever again have occasion to provide for the exigencies of 
war in our land. 

This leads the American Association to perceive the great 
wisdom, foresight; and breadth of the resolution adopted by 
the convention of 1863, which provides that "Committees 
shall organize in the manner which shall seem most useful 
and convenient to themselves.^ Also in their article on the 
organization of societies in these pages, occurs the following: 
"To be efficient, societies must have Government recogni- 
tion, must bear the stamp of their national individuality, and 
be constructed according to the spirit, habits, and needs of 
the country they represent. This is essential to success." 

As no work can retain its vitality without constant action, 
so in a country like ours, with a people of so active a tempera- 
ment, an essential element in endearing to them a work, is 
to keep constantly before them its usefulness. With this 
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view the qaestion of meeting the want heretofore felt, on all 
occasions when great pablic calamities had fallen upon us, 
has received attention at the hands of this association. For 
this purpose the necessary steps have been inaugurated to 
organize auxiliary societies prepared to co-operate with the 
central association in all plans for prompt relief; whilst the 
volunteers who shall render personal aid will be expected to 
hold themselves in the same readiness as in the case of an 
international call. 

It must, however, be distinctly understood that these ad- 
ditional functions for local purposes shall in no manner im- 
pair the international obligation of the association ; on the 
contrary, it is believed that they will thus be rendered more 
effective in time of need. 

It may appear singular that a movement so humane in its 
purposes, so wise and weU considered in its regulations, 
so universal in its application, arid every way so unexcep- 
tional, should have been so long in finding its way to the 
knowledge and consideration of the people of the United 
States. This fact appears to have been the result of circum- 
stances rather than intention. While eminently a reading 
people, we are almost exclusively confined to the English 
language. The literature of the Bed Gross is entirely in other 
languages, largely French, and thus has failed to meet the 
eye of the reading public. 

It will be observed that the first convention was called 
during our war; no delegates were especially sent by the 
United States, but our minister plenipotentiary to Switzer- 
land, acting as delegate, sent a copy of the doings of the con- 
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vention to our Government for recognition. In the midst of 
civil war as we were at the time, the subject was very natu- 
rally and properly declined. 

It was again most fittingly presented in 1866, through Bev. 
Dr. Henry Bellows, and by this eminent gentleman and phi- 
lanthropist, a society of the Red Cross was actually formed; 
but for some cause it failed, and the convention was not rec- 
ognized. The International Committee became in a manner 
discouraged in its efforts with the United States, but finally 
it was decided to present it again, through Miss Clara Barton, 
and accordingly the following letter was addressed to Presi- 
dent Hayes, during the first year of his administration: 

International Committee for the 

Relief of Wounded Soldiers, 

Geneva, August 19, 1877. 

To the President of the United States, at Washington : 

Mr. President: The International Committee of the Red Cross desires 
most earnestly that the United States should be associated with them in 
their work, and they take the liberty of addressing themselves to you, 
with the hope that you will second their eflforts. In order that the func- 
tions of the National Society of the Red Cross be faithfully performed, it 
is indispensable that it should have the sympathy and protection of the 
Government. 

It would be irrational to establish an association upon the principles 
of the Convention of Gteneva, without the association having the assur- 
ance that the army of its own country, of which it should be an auxiliary, 
would be guided, should the case occur, by the same principles. It would 
consequently be useless for us to appeal to the people of the country, in- 
asmuch as the United States, as a Government, has made no declaration 
of adhering officially to the principles laid down by the convention of 
the 22d August, 1864. 

Such is, then, Mr. President, the principal object of the present re- 
quest. We do not doubt but this will meet with a favorable reception 
from you, for the United States is in advance of Europe upon the subject 
of war, and the celebrated '* Instructions of the American Army" are a 
monument which does honor to the United States. 
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Tou are aware, Mr. President, that the Government of the United States 
was officially represented at the Conference of Geneva, in 1864, by two 
delegates, and this mark of approbation given to the work which was 
being accomplished was then considered by every one as a precursor of 
a legal ratification. Until the present time, however, this confirmation 
has not taken place, and we think that this formality, which would have 
no other bearing than to express publicly the acquiescence of the United 
States in those humanitarian principles now admitted by all civilized 
people, has only been retarded because the occasion has not offered it- 
self. We flatter ourselves with the hope that appealing directly to your 
generous sentiments will determine you to take the necessary measures 
to put an end to a situation so much to be regretted. We only wait such 
good news, Mr. President, in order to urge the founding of an American 
Society of the Ked Cross. 

We have already an able and devoted assistant in Miss Clara Barton, 
to whom we confide the care of handing to you this present request. 

It would be very desirable that the projected asseveration should be 
under your distinguished patronage, and we hope that you will not refuse 
us this favor. 

Seceive, Mr. President, the assurance of our highest consideration. 

For the International Committee : 

G. MOYNIER, FresidenU 

This letter was sent to Miss Barton, who, having labored 
with committees of the Eed Cross during the Franco-Prus- 
sian war, thus becoming familiar with its methods, was very 
naturally selected as the bearer of the letter and the expo- 
nent of the cause. Moreover, foreign nations had secured 
her promise to present it to the Government on her return 
to her country and endeavor to make its principles under- 
stood among the people. 

Accprdingly, the letter was presented by Miss Barton to 
President Hayes, and by him referred to his Secretary of 
State, but as no action was taken, and no promise of any 
action given, it was not deemed advisable to proceed to the 
organization of societies formed with special reference to act- 
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ing nnder the regalations of a Governmental treaty having 
no present existence and no guarantee of any in the future. 

Thus it remained until the incoming of the present Admin- 
istration, when a copy of the letter of Mr. MojTiier was pre- 
sented by Miss Barton to President Garfield, very cordially 
received by him, and indorsed to Secretary Blaine, from 
whom^ after fiill consideration of the subject, the following 
letter was received: 

Department of State, 
Washingtonj May 20, 1881. 
Miss Clara Barton, 

American Eepreaentative of the Red Cross, fo,, Washington : 

Dear Madam : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the let- 
ter addressed by Mr. Moynier, president of the Ked Cross IntematioDal 
Convention, to the President of the United States, bearing the date of 
the 19th August, 1877, and referred by President Garfield on the 30th 
March, 1881, to this Department. 

It appears from a careful perusal of the letter that Mr. Moynier is anx- 
ious that the Government of the United States should join with other 
Governments of the world in this International Convention. 

Will you be pleased to say to Mr. Moynier, in reply to his letter, that 
the President of the United States and the officers of this Government 
are in full sympathy with any wise measures teudiug toward the ameli- 
oration of the suffering incident to warfare. The Constitution of the 
United States hasj however, lodged the entire war-making power in the 
Congress of the Uuited States; and as the participation of the United 
States in an International Convention of this character is consequent 
upon and auxiliary to the war-making power of the nation, legislation 
by Congress is netulful to aocornpliHli tlie humane end that your society 
has in view. It gives uie, liowev<ir, great pleasure to state that I shall 
be happy to give any nu;aHur«M wliich you may propose careful attention 
and consideration, and sliould tlie J'resident, as I doubt not he will, ap- 
prove of the matter, tlie AdiniriiHtnition will reconnucnd to Congress the 
adoption of theiritf^riiatiorial treaty whicii you desire. 

X am, niiMlafiJ, with vary great reHpeet, your obedient servant, 

JAM1':S G. BLAINE. 

On tli<'/ *MU of .liiiM? IJm? following I<*.Mer from Mr. Moynier, 
l>n'/Mi<l<*jit/of Ui4; liiiMiiiitlumiil OoinmliXfAt of Grju^va, in reply 
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to the preceding letter of Secretary Blaine, was received by 
Miss Barton, and duly presented at the State Department: 

Geneva, June 13, 1881. 
To tho Hon. the Secretary of State, James G. Blaine, Washington: 

Sib: Miss Clara Barton has Just communicated to me the letter which 
she has had the honor to receive from you, bearing date of May 23, 1881, 
and I hasten to express to you how much satisfaction I have experienced 
from it. I do not doubt now, thanks to your favorable consideration and 
that of President Garfield, that the United States may soon be counted 
among the number of signers of the Geneva Convention, since you have 
been kind enough to allow me to hope that the proposition for it will be 
made to Congress by the Administration. 

I thank you, as well as President Garfield, for having been wiUing to 
take into serious consideration the wish contained in my letter of Au- 
gust 19, 1877, assuredly a very natural wish, since it tended to unite your 
country with a work of charity and civilization for which it is one of the 
best qualified. 

Since my letter of 1887 was written, several new Governmental adhe- 
sions have been given to the Geneva Convention, and I think that these 
precedents will be much more encouraging to the United States from the 
fact that they have been given by America. It was under the influence 
of events of the recent war of the PacifijQ that Bolivia signed the treaty 
the 16th of October, 1879, Chili on the 15th of November, 1879, Argentine 
Bepublic on the 25th of November, 1879, and Peru on the 22d of April^ 
1881. This argument in favor of the adhesion of your country is the only 
one I can add to my request, and to the printed documents that Misa 
Barton has placed in your hands, to aid your judgment and that of Con- 
gress. 

I now await with full confidence the final result of your sympathetic 
efforts, and I beg you to accept, air, the assurance of my high considera- 
tion. 

G. MOYNIEB, President. 

The very cordial and frank expressious of sympathy con- 
tained in Secretary Blaine's letter gave assurance of the 
acceptance of the terms of the treaty by the Government at 
no distant day, and warranted the formation of societies. 
Accordingly a meeting was held in Washington, D. 0., May 
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21, 1881, which resulted in the formation of an association to 
be known as the American [National] Association of the Bed 
Gross. A constitution was adopted, a copy of which follows : 

Conatitution of the American Association of the Red Cross, 

PREAMIiLE. 

Whereas, on the 22d day of August, 1864, at Geneva, Switzerland, plen- 
ipotentiaries respectively representing Italy, Baden, Belgium, Denmark, 
Holland, Spain, Portugal, France, Prussia, Saxony, Wurtemberg, and 
the Federal Council of Switzerland agreed upon ten articles of a treaty 
or convention for the purpose of mitigating the evils inseparable from 
war; of suppressing needless severities, and ameliorating the condition 
of soldiers wounded on the field of battle; and particularly providing, 
among other things, in effect that persons employed in hospitals and in 
affording relief to the sick and wounded, and supplies for this purpose, 
shaU be deemed neutral and entitled to protection ; and that a distinctive 
and uniform flag shall be adopted for hospitals, ambulances, and oonvoys 
of sick and wounded, and an arm badge for individuals neutralized ; and 

Whereas said treaty has been ratified by all said nations above named, 
and others, but not by the United States of America ; and 

Whereas a permanent society is an agency needed in every nation, to 
carry out the purposes of said treaty, and especially to secure supplies 
for relief, and persons to execute the humane objects contemplated by 
said treaty in a form somewbat similar to that adopted by the Sanitary 
Commission and the Christian Commission during the war of tbe Rebel- 
lion in the United States ; and while sincerely boping for tbe dawn of 
perpetual and universal peace among tbe nations of the eartb, and ear- 
nestly deprecating war, we cannot shut our eyes to its existence, nor to 
the liability of its recurrence, nor to the fact that it is the part of true 
wisdom to prepare to assuage the sufferings caused by an evil wbich we 
cannot avert : 

Now, therefore, for the purpose of securing the assent of the United 
States to said treaty, of securing a perpetual act of incorporation from 
Congress for a national society, with power to organize auxiliary socie- 
ties to carry out the humane objects of said treaty, and with authority 
to adopt a distinctive flag and arm badge, as contemplated by said treaty, 
on which shall be the sign of the Red Cross, and for the purpose of co- 
operating with the ** Comity International de Secours aux Militaires Blessis" 
[International Committee of Relief for the Wounded in War] of Geneva 
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an organization in aid of the purposes of said treaty and with similar 
associations in other nations, an association is hereby organized with a 
constitution as follows: 

CONSTITUTION. 

NAME, LOCATION, COMPOSED OP. 

Article 1. This association shall be known as the American Associa- 
tion of the Red Cross, with its office located at Washington, D. C, and 
shall consist of the subscribers herennto, and such other persons as shall 
nereafier be elected to membership; and it shall constitute a Central 
/National Association with power to organize State and Territorial Asso- 
ciations auxiliary to itself. 

OBJECTS OF ASSOCIATION. 

Art. 2. The objects of the National Association are — 

First. To secure the adoption by the Grovemment of the United States 
of the treaty of August 23, 1864. 

Second. To obtain recognition by the Government of the United States, 
and to hold itself in readiness for communicating therewith at all times, 
lO the end that its purposes may be more widely and effectually carried 
out. 

Third. To organize a system of national relief and apply the same in 
mitigating the sufferings caused by war, pestilence, famine and other 
calamities. 

Fourth. To collect and diffase information touching the progress of 
mercy, the organization of national relief, the advancement of sanitary 
science and hospital service, and their application. 

Fifth. To co-operate with all other national societies, for the further- 
ance of the articles herein set forth| in such ways as are provided by the 
regulations governing such co-operation. 

DUTIES. 

Art. 3. This association shall hold itself in readiness in the event of 
war or any calamity great enough to be considered national, to inau- 
gurate such practical measures, in mitigation of the suffering and for the 
protection and relief of sick and wounded, as may be consistent with 
the objects of the association as indicated in Article 2. 
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OFFICERS. 

Abt. 4. The officers of this association shall consist of a president; 
first yice-president; other vice-presidents, not to exceed one from each 
State, Territory, and the District of Colombia ; a secretary^ treasurer; 
an executiye board; a board for consultation, which shall consist of the 
following officers of the United States Gk)yemment, viz: the President 
and his Cabinet; General of the Army; Surgeon-Ctoneral; Adjutant-Gen- 
eral; and Judge- Advocate-General ; and such other officers as may here- 
after be deemed necessary. 

MEETINGS AND ELECTIONS. 

Abt. 5. The annual meeting of the association, to hear the reports of 
the various officers and act thereon, to act upon any changes in the con- 
stitution and by-laws and to transact such other business as may legally 
come before it, shall take place on the third Monday of January. 

At the first general meeting after the formation of the society, the fol- 
lowing officers shall be elected by ballot, viz : president; first vice-presi- 
dents; members of the executive board and board for consultation; sec- 
retary, and treasurer; and thereafter these officers shall be elected for 
one year beginning on the third Monday in January, 1B82. 

Elections to fill vacancies may be had at any regular meeting or at any 
meeting duly called for that purpose. 

Each member shall be entitled to one vote, in person or by proxy. 

The candidate for any office receiving the largest number of votes shall 
be declared elected, although the same may not be a majority of all the 
votes cast. 

The President, with the concurrence of the executive board, may at 
any time convene a meeting of the association and shall do so upon re- 
quest of the executive board. 

EXECUTIVE BOARD. 

Abt. 6. The executive board shall consist of eleven members, nine of 
whom shall be chosen by ballot. This board shall organize and proceed 
to appoint a secretary, who may also act as corresponding secretary of 
the national association. The president and first vice-president shall be 
members ex officio of the executive board ; the first vice-president to be 
chairman of the executive board. 

duties OF OFFICERS. 

Art. 7. The president shall preside at all meetings of the association, 
and perform 8ncli other duties as usually pertain to the office. 
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The executive board shall arrange the time for holding its meetings, 
and shall convene at the call of its chairman. 

Five members thereof shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of 
business. 

It shall tatce into consideration and act upon all questions concern- 
ing the objects sought by the association, and shall devise and adopt 
such ways and means as may be deemed necessary for the fullest possi- 
ble attainment of said objects. It shall confer with the board of con- 
sultation whenever its counsel and advice may seem desirable. It shall 
prepare and submit to each annual meeting of the association a report 
of its transactions during the year. 

The treasurer shall receive, invest, and disburse the funds of the as- 
sociation under direction of the executive board ; and shall provide and 
ftimish such bonds for the faithful performance of the duties as may be 
prescribed by the executive board. 

The secretary shall keep a true and accurate record of the transac- 
tion of business at all meetings of the association, and shall attend to 
such other duties as may be tfdsigned to the office by the president. 

At a subseqaent meeting, held on the 9th of Jane, 1881, 
the following officers were elected : 

Miss Clara Barton, Prendent 

Jndge Wm. Lawbencb, First Vioe-PreHdeni. 

Dr. Alex. Y. P. Garnbtt, Vice-President of the District of Columbia. 

A. S. Solomons, lYeasurer. 

Gborgb Kbnnan, Secretary. 

EXECUTIVE BOABD. 

Judge Wm. Lawrence, Chairman. Miss Clara Barton. 
Dr. George B. Lorino. Mr. Walker Blaine. 

Gen. S. D. Sturgis. Col. Richard J. Hinton. 

Mrs. S. A. Martha Canfield. Mrs. F. B. Taylor. 

Mr. Walter P. Phillips. Mr. John R. Van Wobmbb. 

Mr. Wm. F. Sliney. 

Gen. R. D. Mussey, Consulting Counsel of the Association, 
Miss Clara Barton, Corresponding Secretary. 

This society has been duly incorporated under the laws of the District 
of Columbia, the articles of which are as follows : 

KoTB.— The adoption of the treaty by the TJnited States has led to a corresponding 
modification of the above constitution. 
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THE AXERICAX AA^OCIATIOX OF THE RED CBOSS. 

Tbft iiaiiftCTi^ftL «il «^ wLom are citizens of the United Scares of 
AMerjOk, -lail a 3x:i;i^ri<rf of whom are citixens of the DLstrzct of Coliiiii- 
'iia^ •iitsBToaii of i5:m^"^ an asociation for benerolent and charitable 
pnroAWft i9i> '•fvoo^cauit with the Comi!^ International de Secoon aax 
If.'.irdiTga Etfiimei «f O^cwTa. Switzerland, do. in pnnoance of seetioos 
vC S4L vC. ^4^. o»t>. ^0. and sol of the Ee\ided Statutes of the United 
^laoMs. j*fag-i]g «a toe Insaiei of Columbia, make, sign and aeknowl- 



AsrnciJES OP iycoRP»jEATio3r. 



Tiii ixsMt 'A Tlii A9oeia«ion shall be The American Association of the 
of ris exissence shall be for twenty \^) veazB. 



The objects of this aasociation shall be : 

Ist. To secure by the United States the adoption of the treaty of Au- 
gust 22d, 1364, between Italy, Baden, Belgium. Denmark. Holland. Spain, 
Portugal, France, Prussia, Saxony. Wiirtemberg. and the Federal Council 
of Switzerland. 

2nd. To obtain recognition by the Government of the United States, 
and to hold itself in readiness for communicating therewith at all times, to 
the end that its purposes may be more wisely and etfectually carried 
out. 

3rd. To organize a system of national relief and apply the same as 
mitigating the sufferings caused by war, i^estilence, famine, and other 
calamities. 

4th. To collect and diffuse information touching the progress of mercy, 
the organization of national relief, tbo advnnceuieut of eanitary science, 
and their application. 

5th. To co-operate with all other similar national «4Hnotios for the fur- 
therance of the articles horein set forth, in siicli ways as arv i^rovided 
by the n^gularions governing such co-oporation. 
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4. 

Tlie number of this association, to be styled the •* Executive Board," 
for the first year of its existence, shall be eleven (11). 

In witness whereof we have hereunto set our hands and seals at the 
city of Washington this first day of July, A. D, 1881. 

CLARA BARTON. [l. 8.] 

WILLIAM LAWRENCE, [l. s.] 
JOS. K. BARNES. [l. 8.] 

A. S. SOLOMONS. [l. s.] 

ALEX. Y. P. GARNETT. [l. 8.] 

United State8 of America, 

District of Columhiai 88 : 

1, R. D. Mussey, a United States commissioner in and for t/ke >>jstrict 
of Columbia, hereby certify: That Clara Barton, William Lawrence, Jos. 
K. Barnes, A. S. Solomons, and Alex. Y. P. Gamett, dubscribers to the 
annexed and foregoing articles of incorporation, being personally well 
known to me to be the persons who signed and sealed the same, person- 
ally appeared before me, in the District aforesaid, and acknowledged the 
said articles of incorporation to be their free act and deed for the pur- 
poses therein set forth. 

Given under my hand and seal at the city of Washington, D. C, this 
first day of October, A. D. 1881. 

fL. 8.] R. D. MUSSEY, 

U. 8. Com. D. 0. 

Office of Recobder of Deeds, 

JXntrict of Columbia. 

I hereby certify that the within and preceding articles of incorpora- 
tion of the "American Association of the Red Cross" were received for 
record at my office aforesaid on the seventh (7) day of October, A. D. 
1881, at three (3) o'clock p. m., and were duly recorded in Liber "Incor- 
porations No. 3," folio 191, et seq, one of the land records for the District 
of Columbia, and examined by 

FREDERICK DOUGLAS, 

Recorder. 



Fee remitted. 
A true copy. 

214 A- 



FRED'K DOUGLASS, 
Recorder of Deeds for the District of Columbia. 
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Department of the Ixtkrior, 

Washhtgion, July 31, 1882. 

Be it remembered that Frederick Donglass, who has signed the annexed 
certificate, is, and was at the time of signing thereof, recorder of deedd 
for the District of Colambia, and that to his attestations full faith and 
credit are, and onght to be, duo. 

In testimony whereof I have subscribed my name, and caused the seal 
of the Department to bo affixed, on tliis thirty-first day of July, in the 
year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and eiglity-two. 

[L. 8.] H. M. TELLER. 

Secretary. 
No. 574. 

United States of America. Department of State. To all to whom these 

presents shall come, greeting: 

I certify that the document hereunto annexed is under the seal of the 
Department of the Interior of the United States, and is entitled to full 
faith and credit. 

In testimony whereof, I, Frederick T. Frelinghuysen, Secretary of 
Stat« of the United States, have hereunto subscribed my name and 
caused the seal of the Department of State to be affixed. 

Done at the city of Washington, this first day of August, A. D. 1882, 
and of the Independence of the United States of America the one hon- 
dred and seventh. 

FRED^K T. FRELINGHUYSEN. 

EesoluUona of the International Conference of Genera, aaaembled at Geneva 

on the 26th-2dih of October, 1863. 

The International Conference, desirous of aiding the wounded in cases 
where the military hospital service is insufficient, adopts the following 
resolutions : 

Article 1. That there exist in each country a committee whose mission 
consists in co-operating in times of war with the hospital service of the 
armies by all means in its power ; 

That this committee be organized in the manner which seems the most 
useful and convenient. 

Art. 2. Sections, to an unlimited number, can be formed to aid this 
committee, to which belongs the general direction. 

Art. 3. Each committee should put itself in relation with the Govern- 
ment of its country in order that its services shall bo accepted. 

Art. 4. In time of peace, committees can bo occux>ied in rendering 
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themselves truly useful in time of war, especially in preparing materials 
of all kinds and in selecting and training volunteer nurses, 

Art. 5. In case of war, the cou mittees of the belligerent nations will 
furnish, according to their resources, aid to their respective armies ; par- 
ticularly in organizing and putting into active service the volunteer 
nurses, and arranging the localities for the wounded in accordance with 
the military authorities. They can solicit the assistance of the commit- 
tees belonging to neutral nations. 



OON^VENTIOlJf OF GENEVA. 

FOB THE AMELIORATION OP THE CONDITION OP THE 
WOUNDED IN ARMIES AT THE PIELD. AUGUST 22, 1864. 

The sovereigns of the following countries, to wit : Baden, 
Belgium, Denmark, Holland, Spain, Portugal, France, Prus- 
sia, Saxony, Wiirtemberg, and the Federal Council of Swit- 
zeriand, animated with a common desire of mitigating, as far 
as in their power, the evils inseparable from war, of suppress- 
ing needless severities and of ameliorating the condition of 
soldiers wounded on fields of battle, having concluded to de- 
termine a treaty for this purpose, and haying named plenipo- 
tentiaries to sign such a convention, these plenipotentiaries, 
after the due interchange of theii* powers found to be in good 
and proper form, have agreed upon the following articles, to 
wit: 

Article 1. Ambulances [field hospitals] and military hospitals shall 
be acknowledged to be neutral, and as such shall be protected and re- 
spected by belligerents so long as any sick or wounded may be therein. 
Such neutrality shall cease, if the ambulances or hospitals should be held 
by a military force. 

Art. 2. Persons employed in hospitals and ambulances, comprising the 
staff for superintendence, medical service, administration, transport of 
wounded, as weU as chaplains, shall participate in the benefit of neutral- 
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ity whilst so employed, and so loDg as there remain any to bring in or to 
snccor. 

Art. 3. The persons designated in the preceding article may, even af- 
ter occupation by the enemy, continue to fulfill their duties in the hos- 
pital or ambulance which they may have, or may withdraw in order to 
regain the corps to which they belong. Under such circumstances, when 
the persons shall cease from their functions, they shall bo delivered by 
the occupying army to the outposts of the enemy. They shall have 
specially the right of sending a representative to the headquarters of 
their respective armies. 

AuT. 4. As the equix)ment of military hospitals remains subject to the 
laws of war persons attached to such hospitals cannot on withdrawing 
carry away any articles but such as are their private property. Under 
the same circumstances an ambulance shall, on the contrary, retain 
its equipment. 

Art. 5. Inhabitants of the country who may bring help to the wounded 
shall be respected and shall remain free. The generals of the belligerent 
powers shall make it their care to inform the inhabitants of the appeal 
addressed to their humanity, and of the neutrality which will be the 
consequence of it. Any wounded man entertained and taken care of in a 
house shall be considered as a protection thereto. Any inhabitant who 
shall have entertained wounded men in his house shall be exempted from 
the quartering of troops as well as from a part of the contributions of 
war which may be imposed. 

Art. 6. Wounded or sick soldiers sh.all bo entertained and taken care 
of to whatever nation they may belong. Commanders-in-chief shall have 
the power to deliver immediately to the outposts of the enemy, soldiers 
who have been wounded in an engagement, when circumstances permit 
this to be done, and with the consent of both parties. Those who are 
recognized after they are healed as incapable of serving, shall be sent 
back to their country. The others may also be sent back on condition of 
not again bearing arms during the continuance of the war. Evacuations, 
together with the persons under whose directions they take place, shall 
be protected by an absolute neutrality. 

Art, 7. A distinctive and uniform flag shall be adopted for hospitalf*, 
ambulances, and evacuations. It muHt on every occasion be accompanied 
by the national flag. An arm badge Ihrassard'] shall also be allowed 
for individuals neutralized, but the delivery thereof shall be left to mili- 
tary authority. The flag and arm badge shall bear a red cross on a white 
ground. 



J 
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Art. 8. Tho details of execution of the present convention shall be 
regulated by the commanders-in-chief of belligerent armies, according 
to the instrnctions of their respective Governments, and in conformity 
with the general principles laid down in this convention. 

Art. 9. The high contracting powers have agreed to communicate the 
present convention to those Governments which have not found it con- 
venient to send plenipotentiaries to the International Convention at 
Geneva, with an invitation to accede thereto; the protocol is, for that 
purpose, left open. 

Art. 10. The present convention shall be ratified and the ratification 
shall be exchanged at Berne, in four months, or sooner, if possible. 

In witness whereof the respective plenipotentiaries have signed the 
same, and have affixed thereto the seal of their arms. 

Done at Geneva, the 23d day of August, 1864. 



GOVEEl^MElJrrS ADOPTING THE TREATY. ' 

List in chronological order of the Oovernments which have 
adopted the articles of the Convention of Oeneva^ of the 22d 
ofAugmt, 1864: 



itv 



France, September 22, 1864. • Switzerland, October 1, 1864. 

•Belgium, October 14, 1864. * Netherlands, November 29, 1864. 

* Italy, December 4, 1864. * Spain, December 15, 1864. 

* Sweden and Norway, December * Denmark, December 15, 1864, 

13, 1864. Greece, January 17, 1865. 

* Baden, December 16, 1864. Mecklenborg-Schwerin, March 9, 
Great Britain, February 18, 1865. 1865. 

•Prussia, June 22, 1865. Turkey, July 5, 1865. 

* Wtirtemburg, June 2, 1866. * Hesse Darmstadt, June 22, 1866. 
Bavaria, June 30, 1866. Austria, July 21, 1866. 

* Portugal, August 9, 1866. Saxony, October 25, 1866. 
Russia, May 22, 1867. Pontifical States, May 9, 1868. 
Soumania, November 30, 1874. Persia, December 5, 1874. 

San Salvador, December 30, 1874. Montenegro, November 29, 1875. 

Servia, March 24, 1876. BoUvia, October 16, 1879. 

Chili, November 15, 1879. Argentine Bepublic, November 25, 
Peru, April 22, 1880. 1879. 
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These countries have formed societies to co-operate with 
the treaty* 

The Gonvention of Geneva was signed the 22d of Angast, 
1864, by the twelve coontries of which the name is preceded 
by an*. 



ADDRESS BY MISS CLARA BARTON. 



INTEODUCTOBT. 

The Eed Gross of Geneva is attracting so much attention 
among inflaential persons, and among foreign nations, and 
the interest of the people of the United States is so certain 
to be ultimately and deeply aroused by the humane, peaceful, 
and practical charities which it symbolizes, that it seems de- 
sirable at once to explain, as fully as may be, its true charac- 
ter, its principles and its methods of work, its history and 
development, especially the American modification of it. 

For this explanation no one appeared so competent as the 
president • of the American branch of this International 
Association ; no one so prepared by practical work on battle- 
fields and by thorough comprehension of everything relating 
to the subject. The committee of direction has accordingly 
requested her to prepare some further and more adequate 
statement of all that the Bed Gross of Geneva means, and 
is. With that request she has complied, and we recommend 
this statement with great confidence to the Gongress and 
people of the United States. 

Washington, D. G., November^ 1881. 

*Miss Barton was nominated for president of the American (National) 
Association of the Red Gross^ by President Garfield, on the 9th of June, 

1881. 

65 
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To the President^ Congress , and People of the United States: 

A brief statement of how 1 became acquainted with the 
society of the Eed Cross may serve to explain at once its 
principles and methods, as well as the present attitude of 
our Government in regard to that society. 

The practical beneficence of the Sanitary and Christian 
Commissions of the United States attracted the attention of 
the civilized world. I had borne some x)art in the operations 
of field hospitals in actual service in the battles of the Rebel- 
lion, and some public notice had been taken of that work. 
But, broken in health, I was directed by my physicians to go 
to Europe, prepared to remain three years. 

In September, 1869, 1 arrived at Geneva, Switzerland. In 
October I was visited by the president and inembers of the 
"International Committee for the relief of the wounded in 
war.'' They wished to learn, if possible, why the United 
States had declined to sign the treaty. Our position was 
incomprehensible to them. If the treaty had originated with 
a monarchical Government they could see some ground for 
hesitancy. But it originated in a Republic older than our 
own. To what did America object, and how could these ob- 
jections be overcome ! They had twice formally presented 
it to the Government at Washington, once in 1864 through 
our minister plenipotentiary at Berne, who was present at 
the convention, again in 1808 through Rev. Dr. Henry W. 
Bellows, the great head of war relief in America. They had 
failed in both instances. No satisfactory nor adequate rea- 
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son had ever been given by the nation for the course pursued. 
They had thought the people of America, with their gxand 
sanitary record, would be the first to appreciate and accept 
it. I listened in silent wonder to all this recital, and when 
I did reply it was to say that I had never in America heard 
of the Convention of Geneva nor of the treaty, and was sure 
that as a country America did not know she had declined; 
that she would be the last to withhold recognition of a hu- 
mane movement; that it had doubtless been referred to and 
declined by some one department of the Government, or 
some one official, and had never been submitted to the peo- 
ple 5 and as its literature was in languages foreign to our 
English-speaking population, it had no way of reaching us. 

You will naturally infer that I examined it. I became all 
the time more deeply impressed with the wisdom of its prin- 
ciples, the good practical sense of its details, and its extreme 
usefulness in practice. Humane intelligence had devised its 
provisions and peculiarly adapted it to win popular favor. 
The absurdity of our own position in relation to it was 
simply marvelous. As I counted up its roll of twenty-two 
nations — ^not a civilized people in the world but ourselves 
missing, and saw Greece, Spain, and Turkey there, I began 
to fear that in the eyes of the "rest of mankind '^ we could 
not be far from barbarism. This reflection did not furnish 
a stimulating food for national pride. I grew more and 
more ashamed. But the winter wore on as winters do with 
invalids abroad. The summer found me at Berne in quest 
of strength among its mountain views and baths. 

On the 15th of July, 1870, France declared war against 
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Prussia. Within three days a band of agents from the "In- 
ternational Committee of Geneva,'' headed by Dr. Louis Appia 
(one of the prime movers of the convention), equipped for 
work and en route for the seat of war, stood at the door of 
my villa inviting me to go with them and take such part as 
I had taken in our own war. I had not strength to trust for 
that, and declined with thanks, promising to follow in my 
own time and way, and I did follow within a week. Ko shot 
had then been fired — ^no man had fallen^ yet this organized, 
powerful commission was on its way, with its skilled agents, 
ready to receive, direct, and dispense the charities and ac- 
cumulations which the generous 8ymi)athies of twenty-two 
nations, if applied to, might place at its disposal. Theso 
men had treaty power to go directly to any field, and work 
unmolested in full co-operation with the military and com- 
manders-in-chiefj their supplies held sacred and their ef- 
forts recognized and seconded in every direction by either 
belligerent army, l^ot a man could lie uncared for nor unfed. 
I thought of the Peninsula in McClellan's campaign, of Pitts- 
burg Landing, Cedar Mountain, and second Bull Eun, An- 
tietam, old Fredericksburg with its acres of snow-covered 
and gun-covered gJace^ and its fourth day flag of truce; of 
its dead and starving wounded, frozen to the ground, and 
our commissions and their supplies in Washington with no 
effective orgjuiization or power to go beyond; of the Pe- 
tersburgh mine with its four thousand dead and wounded 
and no flag of truce; the wounded broiling in a July sun — 
<lying and rotting where they fell. I remembered our pris- 
ons, crowded with starving men whom all the powers and 
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pities of the world could not reach with even a bit of bread. 
I thought of the widows' weeds still fresh and dark through 
all the land, North and South, from the pine to the palm, — 
of the shadows on the hearths and hearts over all my coun- 
try. Sore, broken hearts — ^ruined, desolate homes! Was 
this people to decline a humanity in war? Was this coun- 
try to reject a treaty for the help of wounded soldiers I Were 
these the women and men to stand aloof and consider! I 
believed if these people knew that the last cloud of war 
had forever passed from their horizon, the tender, painful, 
deathless memories of what had been, would bring them in 
with a force no power could resist. They needed only to 

know. 

As I journeyed on and saw the work of these Eed Cross 
societies in the field, accomplishing in four months under 
their systematic organization what we failed to accomplish 
in four years without it — no mistakes, no needless suffering, 
no starving, no lack of care, no waste, no confusion, but order, 
plenty, cleanliness and comfort wherever that little flag made 
its way — a whole continent marshaled under the banner of 
the Ked Cross — as I saw all this, and joined and worked in it, 
you will not wonder that I said to myself, "If I live to return 
to my country, I will try to make my people, understand the 
Eed Cross and that treaty.'' 

But I did more than resolve, I promised other nations I 
would do it, and other reasons pressed me to remember my 
promise. 

The Franco-Prussian war and the war of the Commune 
were both enormous in the extent of their operations and in 
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and be by so much the better prepared to coQRider and act 
upon a bill, if I could get one before them. My strength failed 
before I could get that bill presented, and I went home agaiu 
in midwinter. There then remained but a portion of the term 
of that Administration, and I determined, if possible, to oat- 
live it, hoping another would be more responsive. Mean- 
while I wrote, talked, and did whatever I could to spread 
the idea among the people; and last March, when the Admin- 
istration of President Garfield came m, I went again to 
Washington. The subject was very cordially received by 
the President and carefully referred by him to Secretary 
Blaine, who considered it himself, conferred fully with me, 
and finally laid it before the President and the Cabinet. Per- 
haps the most satisfactory account of that transaction will 
be found in the letter of Mr. Blaine, addi-essed to me (see 
page 14), which gives the assurance that President Garfield 
would recommend the adoption of the treaty in his message 
to Congress. 

What were the provisions of that treaty which had been 
so conspicuously and persistently neglected and apparently 
rejected by this whole Government, whose people are as hu- 
mane as any people in the world, and as ready to adopt plain 
and common-sense provisions against evils sure to come upon 
themselves and. those whom they hold most dear! 

It was merely the proposed adoption of a treaty by this Gov- 
ernment with other nations for the purpose of ameliorating 
the conditions incident to warfare, humanizing its regulations, 
softening its barbarities, and, so far as possible, lessening the 
sufferings of the wounded and sick who fall by it. This treaty 
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consists of a code of ten articles (see page 49), formed and 
adopted by the International Convention of Geneva, Switzer- 
land, held August 22, 1864, which convention was composed 
of delegates, two or more from each of the civilized nations 
of the world, and was called at the instance of the members 
of the Society of Public Utility of the country of Switzerland. 
The sittings of the convention occupied four days, and re- 
sulted, as before stated, in a code of ten articles, to be taken 
by the delegates there present, back to the Governments of 
their respective countries for ratification. Four months were 
allowed for consideration and decision by the Governments, 
and all acceding within that time were held as having signed 
at the convention. At the close of this period, it was found 
that twelve nations had indorsed the terms of the treaty and 
signed its articles. The protocol was left open for such as 
should follow. 

The articles of this treaty provide, as its first and most im- 
portant feature, for the entire and strict neutrality of all 
material and supplies contributed by any nation for the use 
of the sick and wounded in war; also that persons engaged 
in the distribution of them shall not be subject to capture; 
that all hospitals, general or field, shall be neutral, respected 
and protected by all belligerents; that all persons compris- 
ing the medical service, surgeons, chaplains, superintendents, 
shall be neutral, continuing their work after the occupation 
of a field or post, the same as before, and when no longer 
needed be free to retire; that they may send a representative 
to their own headquarters if needful; that field hospitals 
shall retain their own equipments; that inhabitants of a 
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country who entertain and care for the wounded of either 
side, in their houses, shall be protected; that the generals of 
an army shall so inform the people; that commanders-in- 
chief shall have the power to deliver immediately to the out- 
posts of the enemy soldiers who have been wounded in an 
engagement, both parties consenting to the same; tliat the 
wounded, incapable of serving, shall be returned when healed ; 
that all transports of wounded, and all evacuations of posts 
or towns shall be protected by absolute neutrality; that the 
sick and wounded shall be entertained regardless of national- 
ity; and that commanders-in-chief shall act in accordance 
with the instructions of their respective Governments and 
iu conformity to the treaty. In order that all may under- 
stand, and no mistake be possible, it also provides that one 
uniform international flag shall mark all hospitals, all posts 
of sick and wounded, and one uniform badge or sign shall 
mark all hospital material, and be worn by all persons prop- 
erly engaged in the hospital service, of any nation included 
within the treaty; that this international flag and sign shall 
be a red cross on a white ground, and that the nations within 
the compact shall not cease their endeavors until every other 
natfon capable of making war shall have signed this treaty, 
and thus acceded to the general principles of humanity in 
warfare recognized by other peoples. 

Thirty-one Governments have already signed this treaty, 
thirty-one nations are in this humane compact. The United 
States of America is not in it, and the work to which your 
attention is called, and which has occupied me for the last 
several years, is to induce her to place herself there. 
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This is what the Eed Cross means, — not an order of knight- 
hood, not a cominandery, not a secret society, not a society 
at all by itself, but the powerful, peaceful sign and the reduc- 
ing to practical usefulness of one of the broadest and most 
needed humanities the world has ever known. 

These articles, it will be observed, constitute at once a 
treaty governing our relations with foreign nations, and ad- 
ditional articles of war governing the conduct of our military 
forces in the field. As a treaty under the Constitution, the 
President and Senate are competent to deal with them 5 a« 
additional articles of war. Congress must sanction and adopt 
them before they can become effective and binding upon the 
Government and the people. For this reason I have ap- 
pealed to Congress as well as to the Executive Department. 

On the breaking up of the original convention at Geneva, 
the practical work of organizing its principles into form and 
making them understood and adopted by the people, de- 
volved upon seven mien, mainly those who had been instru- 
mental in calling it. These men were peculiarly fitted for 
this work by special training, enlarged views, aud a compre- 
hensive charity, no less than by practical insight, knowledge 
of the facts and needs of the situation, and a brave trust in the 
humane instincts of human nature. They are known to-day 
the world over as " The International Committee of Geneva 
for the relief of the sick and wounded in war.'' This com- 
mittee is international, and is the one medin/n through which 
all nations vrithin the treaty transact business and carry on 
correspondence. 

The first act of each nation subsequent to the treaty, has 
214 A 5 
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been to establisL a central society of its own, wliich of coarse 
is national, and which hiis general charge and direction of 
the work of its own country. Under these conies the estab 
lishnient of State and local societies. It will be perceived 
that their system, aside from its international feature, is very 
nearly what our own war relief societies would have been had 
they retained i)ermanent organization. Indeed, it is believed 
that we furnished for their admirable system some very val- 
uable ideas. The success of the Eed Cross associations con- 
sists in their making their societies permanent, holding their 
organizations firm and intact, guarding their supplies, saving 
their property from waste, destruction, and pillage, and mak- 
ing the persons in charge of the gifts of the people as strictly 
responsible for straiglitforward conduct and honest returns 
as they would be for the personal property of an individual, 
a business firm, or a bank. 

In attempting to present to the people of this country the 
l»hui of the lioA Cross societies, it is proper to explain thatorigi- 
iially, and as operating in other countries, they recognize only 
the miseries arising from war. Their humanities, although im- 
mense, are confined to this war center. The treaty does not 
cover more than this, but the resolutions for the establishment 
of societies under the treaty, permit them to organ ize in accord- 
ance with the spirit and needs of their nationalities. By 
our geographical position and isolation we are far less liable 
to the disturbances of war than the nations of Europe, which 
are so frequently called upon that they do well to keep in 
reailiness for the exigencies of war alone. But no country is 
more liable than our own to great overmastering calamities. 
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various, wide-spread, and terrible. Seldom a year passes 
that the nation from sea to sea is not by the shock of some 
sudden, unforeseen disaster brought to utter consternation, 
and stands shivering like a ship in a gale, powerless, horrified, 
and despairing. Plagues, cholera, fires, flood, famine, all bear 
upon us with terrible force. Like war, these events are en- 
tirely out of the common course of woes and necessities. Like 
death, they are sure to come in some form and at some time, 
and like it no mortal knows where, how, or when. 

What have we in readiness to meet these emergencies save 
the good heart of our people and their impulsive, generous 
gifts ? Certainly no organized system for collection, reception, 
nor distribution; no agents, nurses, nor material, and worst 
of all no funds ; nowhere any resources in reserve for use in 
such an hour of peril and of national woe; every movement 
crude, confused and unsystematized, everything as unpre- 
l)ared as if we had never known a calamity before and had 
no reason to expect one again. Meanwhile the suffering 
victims wait! 

True, in the shock we bestow most generously, lavishly 
even. Men "on 'Change '' plunge their hands into their 
pockets and throw their gold to strangers, who may have 
neither preparation nor fitness for the work they undertake, 
and often no guarantee for honesty. Women, in the terror 
and excitement of the moment and in their eagerness to 
aid, beg in the streets and rush into fairs, working day 
and night, to the neglect of other duties in the present, and 
at the peril of all health in the future— often an enormous out- 
lay for very meager returns. Thus our gifts fall far short of 
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their best, being li.istily bestowed, irresiwusibly received, aud 
wastefiilly applied. 

We should not, even if to some degree ve might, depend 
npon our ordinary charitable and chnrch societies to meet 
these great catastrophes; they are always overtaxed. Onr 
commanities aboand in charitable societies, but each has its 
specific object to which its resources are and must be applied; 
consequently they cannot be relied upon for prompt and abun- 
dant aid in a great and sudden emergency. This must neces- 
sarily be the case with all societies which organize to work 
for a specific charity. And this is as it should be; it is enough 
that they do constantly bestow. 

Charity bears an open palm, to give is her mission. But I 
have never classed, these Bed Cross societies with charities; I 
have rather considered them sis a wi^c national provision which 
seeks to garner and store uji something ag-ainst nn hour of sud- 
den need. In all our land wc luive not one organization of this 
nature, — not one wbich acts upon tlio system of conserved re- 
sources. Ouriieox>le liavo been more wise and thongljtfnl in 
the establisbuient of means for preventing and arresting the 
destruction of itroperty than the destruction of human life and 
tlie lessening of consequent sufi'criiig. Tliey have pro\ided, 
and maintain at an immense cost in the aggregate, a system 
of fire departments with tlioir expensive buildings and ap- 
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I beg yon will not feel that in the presentation of this plan 
of action I seek to add to the labors -of the people. On tlie 
contrary, I am striving to lessen them by making previous, 
calm preparation do away with tiie strain and con&sion of 
nnexpected necessities and haste. I am providing not weari- 
ness, but rest. 

And again, I wonld not be nnderstood as suggesting the 
raising of more moneys for charitable purposes; rather I am 
trying to save the people's means, to economize their chari- 
ties, to make their gifts do more by the prevention of need- 
less waste and extravagance. If I thonght that the tbrma- 
Uon of these societies would add a harden to oar people, I 
wonld be the last to advocate it. I would not, however, 
yield the fact of the treaty. For i>atriotism, for national 
honor, I wonld stand by that at all cost. My first and great- 
est endeavor has been to wipe from the scroll of my ooantry's 
f^me the stain of imputed lack of common humanity, to take 
her out of the roll of barbarians. I said that in 1869 there 
were twenty-two nations in the compact. There are now 
thirty-one, for since that date have been added Bonmania, 
Persia, Sau Salvador, Montenegro, Servia, Bolivia, Ohili, the 
Argentine Republic, and Fern. If the United States of Amer- 
ica is fortunate and diligent, she may perhaps come to stand 
So. 32 in the roll of civilization and humanity. If not, she 
will remain where she at present stands, among the barbari- 
ans and the heathen. 

In considering this condition of things, it seemed desirable 
to so extend the original design of the Bed Cross societies 
operating in other lands, as to include not only suffering by 
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war, bat by pestilence, famine, fires, or flocnls — in short, any 
nnlooked-for calamity so great as to place it beyond the 
means of ordinary local charity, and which by public opin- 
ion would be pronounced a national calamity. But it is im- 
portant that this addition should in no way impair the orig- 
inal functions of the society, and that each organization, for 
its 0¥m well-being, should be held firm by the distinguishing 
feature of the international constitution, which provides that 
local societies shall not act except upon orders from the Xa- 
tional Association, which is charged with the duty of being 
so fully informed upon all such subjects, both at home and 
abroad, as to constitute it the most competent judge of the 
magnitude and gravity of any catastrophe. 

During all these years, no societies under the true banner 
of the Ked Cross of Geneva were or could be organized, for 
the Government had not yet ratified the treaty, and no depart- 
ment of the Government had then intimated that it ever 
would be ratified. It could not be a responsible or quite an 
honest movement on my part to proceed to the formation of 
societies to act under and in conformity to a treaty of special 
character so long as our Government recognized no such 
treaty and I could get no assurance that it ever would or 
indeed could recognize it. 

But this delay in the formation of societies, however em- 
barrassing, was in no manner able to interfere with the 
general plan, or with the working details for its operations, 
which had been arranged and decided upon before the presen- 
tation of the subject to the Government in 1877, and published 
in pamphlet form in 1878, making it to cover, as it now does. 
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the entire field of national relief for great national woes and 
calamities in time of peace no less than in war. The wise 
provisions, carefal preparations, and thorough system which 
had been found so efficient in the permanent societies of the 
Eed Gross in other countries, could not fail, I thought, to 
constitute both a useful and powerful system of relief in any 
class of disasters. I therefore ventured so far upon the 
generous spirit of their original resolutions, in the plan of 
our societies, as, mechanically speaking, to attach to this vast 
motor power the extra and hitherto dead weight of our great 
national calamities, in order that the same force should apply 
to all, and serve to lighten, I hoped, so far as possible, not 
only the woes of those directly called to suffer, but the bur- 
dens on the hearts and hands of those called to sympathize 
with their sufferings. 

The time allowed for the practical test of this experiment 
has been short — scarcely three months in which to organize 
and act; but the brave societies of the Eed Cross of Western 
New York, at this moment standing so nobly among their 
flame-stricken neighbors of Michigan, so generously respond- 
ing to their calls for help, are quite sufficient, I believe, to 
show what the action and results of this combined system will 
be when recognized and inaugurated. 

It may be said that this treaty jeopardizes our traditional 
policy which jealously guards against entangling alliances 
abroad; that as we are exempt by our geographical position 
from occasions for war, this treaty must bring us not benefits 
' but only burdens from other people's calamities and wars — 
calamities and wars which we do not create, and of which we 
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may properly reap the incidental advantages. But this treaty 
binds none to bear burdens, but only to refrain from cruel- 
ties; it binds not to give, but to allow others to give wisely 
and to work humanely if they will, while all shall guarantee 
to them undisturbed activity in deeds of charity. There is, 
then, in the Ked Cross no ^^ entangling alliance" that any but 
a barbarian at war can feel as a restraint. 

This inculcated wariness of foreign influences, wonderfully 
freshened by the conduct of foreign rulers and writers during 
the liebellion, and deepened by the crimes and the craft di- 
rected primarily at Mexico, and ultimately at us, made the 
people of America, in 1864 and 18(58, devoutly thankful for the 
friendly and stormy sea that rolled between them and the 
European states. And it is not perhaps altogether strange 
that American statesmen, inspired by such a public opinion, 
should then have been but little inclined to look with favor 
upon any new international obligations, however specious in 
appearance or humane in fact. But the award of Geneva 
surely opened the way for the Red Cross of Geneva. Time 
and success have made jilain the nation's path. The posted 
treaty suice made among all nations, and entered into heart- 
ily by this, has proved salutary to all. It has removed every 
valid state reason for opposition to the harmless, humane, 
and i)eaceful i)rovisions of the treaty of the Red Cross. 

But in the midst of the rugged facts of war come senti- 
mental objections and objectors. For, deplore it as we may, 
war is the great fact of all history, and its most pitiable 
feature is not after all so much the great numbers slain, 
wounded, and captured in battle, as their cruel after-treat- 
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ment as wounded and prisoners, no adequate provision being 
made for their necessities, no humane care even permitted, 
except at the risk of death, or of Imprisonment as spies, of 
those moved by wise pity or simple religious zeal. 

Among these hard facts appears a conscientious theorist, 
and asks, Is not war a great sin and wrong! Ought we to 
provide for it, to make it easy, to lessen its horrors, to mit- 
igate its sufferings? Shall we not in this way encourage 
rulers and peoples to engage in war for slight and fancied 
grievances? 

We provide for the victims of the great wrong and sin of 
intemperance. These are for the most part voluntary vic- 
tims, each in a measure the arbiter of his own fate. The sol- 
dier has generally no part, no voice in creating the war in 
which he fights. He simply obeys, as he must, his superiors 
and the laws of his country. Yes, war is a great wrong and 
sin, and because it is, I would provide not only for, but 
against it. 

But here comes the speculative theorist ! Isn't it encourag- 
ing a bad principle? Wouldn't it be better to do away with 
all war? Wouldn't peace societies be better? Oh, yes, my 
friend, as much better as the millennium would be better 
than this, but it is not here. Hard facts are here; war is 
here; war is the outgrowth, indicator and relic of barbar- 
ism. Civilization alone will do away with it, and scarcely 
a quarter of the earth is yet civilized, and that quarter not 
beyond the possibilities of war. It is a long step yet to per- 
manent peace. We cannot cross a stream until we reach it. 
The sober truth is, we are called to deal with facts, not theo- 
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ries; we must practico if wo would toacli. And be assured, 
my friends, there is not a i>eace society on the face of the 
earth to-day, nor will there ever be one, so potent^ so effect- 
ual against war as the Ked Cross of Geneva. 

The sooner the world learns that the halo of glory which 
surrounds a field of battle and its tortured, thirsting, starving, 
pain-racked, dying victims exists only in imagination; that it 
is all sentiment, delusion, falsehood, given for effect; that 
soldiers do not die painless deaths; that the sum of all human 
agony finds its equivalent on the battle field, in the hospital, 
by the weary wayside, and in the prison ; that, deck it as yoa 
will, it is agony ; the sooner and more thoroughly the people 
of the earth are brought to realize and appreciate these taeta^ 
the more slow and considerate they will be about rushing 
into hasty and needless wars, and the less popular war will 
become. 

Death by the bullet painless ! What did this nation do 
during eighty agonizing and memorable days but to watch 
the effects of one bullet wound ! Was it painless? Painless 
either to the victim or nation ? Though canopied by a forti- 
tude, patience, faith, and courage scarce exceeded in the an- 
nals of history, still was it agony. And when in his delirions 
dreams the dying President murmured, '^ The great heart of 
the nation will not let the soldier die,'' I prayed God to hasten 
the time when every wounded soldier would be sustained by 
this sweet assurance; that in the combined sympathies, wis- 
dom, enlightenment, and power of the nations, he should in- 
deed feel that the great heart of the people would not let the 
soldier die. 

Friends, was it accident, or was it Providence, which made 
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it one of the last acts of James A. Garfield, while in health, to 
pledge himself to urge upon the representatives of his people 
in Congress assembled, this great national step for the relief 
and care oi wounded men ? Living or d,ving, it was his act 
and his wish, and no member in that honored, considerate, and 
humane body but will feel himself in some manner holden to 
see it carried out. 
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BEPOBT OF THE BED CROSS SOCIETY OF DANSVILLE. 

To the American Aeeociation of the Bed Cross, Washington, D, C, : 

In reply to your reqaest, given through the secretary of your associ- 
ation, that we make report to you concerning the inauguration of our 
society, its subsequent proceedings and present condition, the commit- 
tee has the honor to submit the folio wiug statement: 

Dansville, Livingston County, New York, being the country residence 
of Miss Clara Barton, president of the American Association of the Red 
Cross, its citizens, desirous of paying a compliment 1o her, and at the 
same time of doing an honor to themselves, conceived the idea of organiz- 
ing in their town the first local society of the Eed Cross in the United' 
States. To this end, a general preliminary meeting was held in the Pres- 
byterian church, when the principles of the treaty of Geneva and the na- 
ture of its societies were defined in a clear and practicable manner by 
Miss Barton, who had been invited to address the meeting. Shortly 
after, on the 22d of August, 1881, a second meeting, for the purpose of 
organization, held in the Lutheran church and presided over by the 
pastor, Kev. Dr. Strobel, was attended by the citizens generally, including 
nearly all the religious denominations of the town, with their respective 
pastors. The purpose of the meeting was explained by your president, 
a constitution presented and very largely signed, and officers elected. 

Thus we are able to announce, that on the eighteenth anniversary of 
the treaty of Geneva, in Switzerland, August 22, 1864, was formed the 
fii'st local society of the Eed Cross in the United States of America. We 
most respectfully submit for your inspection the following copy of its 

• CONSTITUTION. 

Article 1. — Name; location, — This association shall be known as the 
"Dansville Society of the Red Cross,*' located at Dansville, Livingston 
County, New York, which society shall be auxiliary to the New York 
State Society of the Red Cross, and shall constitute Local Society No. 1. 
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Abt. II. — Ohfecti and dulif*. — The oltjecU of this society are: Firat, to 
prDcure the stloption by the Government of the United States of the 
treaty of the Convention of Geneva, August t^i, 1&M, the object of aach 
treaty being the prevention of unnecessary barbaritiea in war, the alle- 
viation of saffcring on the field of battle, and in connection with tlie 
conflicts of war; second, to cultivate a broad spirit of philanthropy, to 
obtain, translate, and circniate the literature of the Red Cross of foreign 
societies, and to keep advised of the progress of the movement in our 
own country ; third, to accumulate funds aud material, to provide nunea 
and assistauta, if need be, and hold these for use or service in war, and 
also in ca«e of other calamities, as famine, ]H^«tilence, or fire, so great am 
to be considered national; such accumulations and service to be ren- 
dered up only on call of the National Aasociatiun of the Red Croas, at 
Washing^ton, D. C, through the Stat<^ Association of Xew York. 

Art. III.— J/nN^frsAip. — New meuiWrs can be a<lmitted to thiasoeiety 
by ballot of a majority of the luombers present at any regular meeting, 
by signing the constitution, and paying the regular fee in advance. 
Each member shall pay a yearly fee of 1^ — , which shall become due at 
the annual meeting : arrears of annual fee for the period of eleven ™«"thff 
shall forfeit membership. 

Art. IV. — Officers and commiiUrtt. — Tlie officers of this association ahall 
consist of a president, first vice-pn'sitlont, other vice-president* not to 
exceed one for each religious society in town, a secretary, a treaanrer, m 
confrultiiig counsel, an executive board, a Inxanl for consultation, a eom.- 
Hi it tee on foreign literature, and a committee on work. 

Art. T. — M«iinpi and (hiliont. — The annual meeting of the society to 
hear the rr-pcirts of the various officers and act therei>u. and to tranaact 
such other business as may legally come Wfore it, shall be held on the 
£rs>t Tuesday in OctoWr. At the first annual meeting af\er the form*- 
lion of the society the following officers* shall W electtnl by ballot, via, 
PK&ident and first vice-president, memWrs of the executive board, aec- 
reiary, and treasnr^er. Elections: to fill vacancies may be had at any reg- 
ular me«etixig, or any meeting duly calknl for that puq>ose. Each member 
present shall be entitled to one vote. The candidate for any office re- 
oeiving the largest number of vot*s shall l»e declared elected. The pmi- 
dent.'wiih xht concurrence of the executive boaiii. mav at anv time con- 
veiie a iLWting of tLe scKrieiy. aiid shall do so upon request of theexec^- 
t i v *: tyjhTii . N i L e iteiL V r* »l:al2 cc-nsi : t r.ie a 4 uiTimi i\»r t ho tra nsaction 
of r-u?;: es*. 

Ai;j. VJ, — Ej^fniiu hfyird. — TLe exrcutive 110.1 nl shall consist of thirte<en 
iLiTiLiir-r-. tJrv»:L ■-•f wL'jm =>hal] W cliMsrn Lv liMiloi. This l*oard shjkU 
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organize and proceed to appoint for the society a consulting counsel, a 
board of consultation, a committee on work, and such other committees 
or officers as shall be deemed necessary. The president and first vice* 
president shall be members ex-officio of the executive board; the presi« 
dent to be chairman of the executive board. 

Art. yiL— Duties of officers, — ^The president shall preside at all meetings 
of the society, and perform such other duties as usually pertain to the 
office. The executive board shall arrange the time for holding its meet- 
ings, and shall convene at the call of its chairman. Five members shall 
constitute a quorum' for the transaction of business. It shall take into 
consideration and act upon all questions concerning the objects sought 
by the society, and shall devise and adopt measures for the attainment 
of said objects. It shall confer with the board of consultation whenever 
its counsel and advice may seem desirable. It shall prepare and submit 
to each annual meeting of the society a report of its transactions during 
the year. The treasurer shall receive, invest, and disburse the funds of 
the society, but only upon writtea order signed by the president and sec- 
retary of the executive board, aiid he shall provide and furnish such 
bonds for the faithful performance of the duties as may be prescribed by 
the executive board. The secretary shall keep a true and accurate record 
of the transactions of business at all meetings of the society, and shall 
attend to such other duties as may be assigned to the office by the presi- 
dent. The committee on foreign literature shall procure and translate 
the published works of Ked Cross societies in other countries, and pre- 
pare the same for reading before the society or for publication, whenever 
requested. 

Art. VIII. — Amendments, — ^This constitution may be altered or amended 
at any regular meeting by a two> thirds vote of members present, one 
month's previous notice in writing specifying the intended amendment 
having been given at a meeting of this society, provided such amend- 
ment does not in any way conflict with the spirit and restrictions of Article 
II of this constitution. 

The following officers were chosen : President, Mr. George A. Sweet ; 
first vice-president, Mrs. Fanny B. Johnson ; secretary, Mrs. Mary Noyes 
Colvin; treasurer, Hon. James Faulkner, jr.; executive board. Miss 
Clara Barton, Maj. Mark J. Bunnell, Dr. G. Bastian, Maj. E. H. Pratt, 
Mrs. George Hartmau, Mr. T. E. Gallagher, Mr. William Kramer, Mr. 
Oscar Woodruff', Mrs. Reuben Whiteman, Mrs. (Rev.) L. Q. Galpin; con- 
sulting counsel. Judge John A. Van Derlip. 
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THE RED CROSS AT WORK. 

Before a mouth had passed, before a thought of practical application 
to business had arisen, we were forcibly and sadly taught again the old 
lesson, that we need but to build the aitar, God will himself provide the 
sacrifice. If we did not hear the crackling of the flames, our skies grew 
murky and dark, and our atmosphere bitter with the drifting smoke that 
rolled over from the blazing fields of our neighbors of Michigan, whoso 
living thousands fled in terror, whose dying hundre'ls writhed in the 
embers, and whose dead blackened in the ashes of their hard-earned 
homos. lustantly we felt the help and strength of our organization, 
young and untried as it was. We were grateful that in this first ordeal 
your sympathetic president was with us. We were deeply grateful for 
your prompt call to action, given through her, which rallied us to our 
work. Our relief rooms were instantly secured, and our white banner, 
with its bright scarlet cross, which has never been furled since that hour, 
was thrown to the breeze, telling to every looker-on what wo were there 
to d(/, and pointing to every geuorous heart an outlet for its sympathy. 
We had not mistaken the spirit of our people ; our scarce-opened door- 
way was tilled with men, women, and children bearing their gifts of pity 
and love. Tables and shelves were piled, our working committee of 
ladies took every article under inspection, their faithful hands made all 
gariiieuts whole and strong ; lastly, each article received tlio stamp of the 
society and of the Red Cross, and all were carefully and quickly consigned 
to the firm packing cases awaiting them. Eight large boxes were shipped 
at first, others followed directly, and so continued until notified by the 
Kclief Committee of Michigan that no more were needed. Meanwhile 
the hands of our treasurer were not left empty, some hundreds of dollars 
were deposited with him. A most competent agent, our esteemed towns- 
man and county clerk of Livingston, Maj. Mark J. Bunnell, was dis- 
patched with the first invoice of funds, and charged with the duty of the 
reception of the supplies, their x)roper distribution, and of making direct 
report of the coudition and needs of the snlferers. 

The good practical judgment of the people and society led them to con- 
sider the near approach of winter and the unsheltered condition of the 
victims, bereft of every earthly possession, and warm clothing and bed- 
ding were sent in great abundance. Onr cases were all marked with the 
Red Cross and consigned to Senator Omar D. Conger, of Port Huron, who 
led the call of the Michigan committee, and to whom, as well as his kind- 
hearted and practical wife, we are indebted for many timely suggestions 
and words of grateful appreciation. 
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In a spirit of gratitude and hope, we submit this partial report of our 
first work under the Ked Cross, which can be but partial, as our rooms 
are still open and our work in progress awaiting such further calls as may 
come to ns. We are grateful that we were called, grateful that yonr 
honored president, with the acquired skill of the humane labors of many 
years in many lands, was with us to couusel and instruct. We are glad 
to have learned from this early object lesson the value of organized ef- 
fort, and the value of our own organization. 

We hope our report may be satisfactory to you, and that our beautiful 
little valley town, quietly nestling among the green slopes of Genesee, 
after having offered the first fruits of the Red Cross to its own country- 
men, may always be as prompt and generous in any call of yours for suf- 
fering humanity. 



SOCIETY OF THE BED GB08S OF MONROE COUNTY. 

Influential citizens of Eochester, Monroe County, New York, having 
become iuterested in the subject of the Treaty of Geneva and the Ecd 
Cross work going on in Dansville, sent a request through the mayor of 
the city to Miss Clara Barton to address them in a public meeting. Miss 
Barton met an audience of thinking, philanthropic men and women to 
whon^ it was a pleasure to unfold her theme. The result was a propo- 
sition to organize r society before adjournment. Accordingly names were 
pledged, aud, tlie second evening after, a constitution was adopted and 
the following officers elected: President, Edward M. Moore, M. D. ; first 
vice-president, Mrs. Sarah Nichols; secretary, Eev. H. C. Riggs; treas- 
urer, J. E. Pierpont. Executive committee — John S. Morgan, Edwin O. 
Sage, Mrs. Chas. Fitz Simons, Rev. Chas. Siebenpfeiffer, A. B. Hone, Mrs. 
William Ailing, Rev. N. M. Mann, Miss Susan B. Anthony, Alexander B. 
Hows, Dr. B. L. Hovey, Dr. A. MandeviUe, Henry Michaels, Dr. Sarah 
R. A. DoUey, John W. Deuel, Rev. T. Edwin Brown ; and sixteen vice- 
presidents for the various wards. 

Steps were immediately taken for reducing to practice the theory of 
their newly-formed society, and in three days from ^ its existence its 
agent) Prof. J. B. Hubbell, was on the burnt fields of Michigan with in- 
structions to examine int<o the condition of the people and report their 
necessities to the society from actual observation. These duties were 
faithfully and judiciously performed, and the day following his report of 
the special need of money the sum of $2,500 in cash was forwarded as a 
214 A 6 
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first installment. At last reports the sum raised amounted to $3,807.28 
and the society numbered 250 members. It is evident that no full rei)ort 
can be made concerning a movement of which only the first steps are 
taken, and which is still in active operation, but it is believed that the 
Instances are rare when, with no distress of its own as an incentive, but 
from the simple motive of benevolence, a people has accomplished so 
much, both in organization and practical results, in so brief a space of 
time. 



SOCIETY OF THE BED CROSS OF ONONDAGA COUNTY. 

Following close on the organization in Rochester, the citizens of the 
sister city of Syracuse and vicinity, in Onondaga County, New York, met 
at the Board of Trade rooms and perfected their organization under the 
above name. Rev. Dr. Richmond Fiske, a widely known philanthropist, 
prominently connected with the principal charities of the city, assisted 
by Prof. G. F. Comfort, of the Syracuse University, led the movement. 
The constitution, embracing in admirable form the principles of the 
Geneva Convention, was signed by a lai'ge number present, and officers 
appointed representing the names of the leading people of the city ; 
among them, Hon. Irving G. Yann, president, Miss Eliza Lawrence, 
first vice-president, and other vice-presidents from Presbyterian, Uni- 
tarian, Methodist, Catholic, Episcopal, Congregational, Universalist, 
Baptist, Israelite, Reformed Lutheran, Christian, and Wesleyan churches. 
Like the other societies, this proceeded to immediate and efiective work 
for the sufferers from fires in Michigan. Only partial accounts of this 
last-formed society have reached us, but these bear the impress of marked 
enthusiasm and spirit among the people. 



ACTION OF THE DANSVILLE POST. 

Headquarters Barton Post, No. 216, 
Department of New York, G. A. Ji.,Dan8ville,N. Y. 

At a regular meeting of this post, held Tuesday evening, June 7, 1881, 
the following preamble and resolutions were unanimously adopted : 

Whereas the International Convention at Geneva, Switzerland, for the 
amelioration of the condition of wounded soldiers in time of war, and for 
furuishing relief in cases of great national calamity — whose symbol is tho 
Red Cross— is the grandest of human charities; and 
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Whereas the treaty of this convention has been signed by every civi- 
lized nation except the United States, and is now presented to this Gov- 
ernment by Miss Clara Barton, its distinguished representative in this 
country; and 

Whereas the purpose of this convention — the relief of suffering soldiers 
— ^is identical with the object of the Grand Army of the Kepublic : 

Resolved, That personally, and as an organization, we will do all that 
in our power lies for the promotion of this grand scheme of benevolence, 
and the establishment of societies of the Red Cross in this country. 

Resolved, That, in our judgment, it is the duty and should be the high 
purpose of the Grand Army of the Republic to agitate this subject 
throughout its jurisdiction, and, in proper manner, to urge its considera- 
tion upon Congress, to the end that the United States, by its official ac- 
tion, may aid in the promotion of this great charity. 

Resolved, That a copy of these proceedings be immediately forwarded 
to Miss Clara Barton, at Washington, D. C. 

Resolved, That the Commander of this post be requested to communi- 
cate at once with such of the posts of the Department of the Potomac as 
he may be able, urging their consideration of this subject, and inviting 
their co-operation. 

(Official.) 

SETH N. HEDGES, 

. Post Commander, 
CHAS. SUTFIN, 

Post Adjutant, 



ACTION OF THE NATIONAL ENCAMPMENT G, A, R,, INDIAN- 
APOLIS, IND. 

At the fifteenth annual encampment of the Gra^d Army, at Indianap- 
olis, June 15, 1881, Comrade S. S. Burdette, of Washington, presented the 
following resolutions, which were adopted: 

Whereas the articles of the convention for the amelioration of the con- 
dition of the wounded in armies in the field, signed at Geneva, August 
22, 1864, are intended to introduce and make universal the law of kind- 
ness and brotherhood in times of war, and so to palliate its horrors among 
the sick and fallen ; and 

Whereas the principles formulated by the Geneva Convention have 
been adopted, by trealy, by nearly all civilized nations of the earth, and 
are now presented for the sanction and adoption of the Government of 
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the United States, by Clara Barton, the delegate of the central commis- 
sion haying the matter in charge ; and 

Whereas the beneficent purposes of the convention commend them- 
selves with peculiar force to the remnants of the Grand Army of the Re- 
publicj who remember the battle-fields and hospitals where their com- 
rades fell and suffered: Therefore, 

Eesolved hy the Grand Army in National Encampment assembledy That the 
purposes of the Geneva Convention meet our hearty approval, and that 
its work is commended to the earnest attention of the treaty-making 
power, to the end that our own country, saved by the Grand Army, may 
be placed in the column of nations who recognize that the love of mercy 
may survive and conquer the evil passions engendered by war. 

Resolved J That a copy of these resolutions be sent to Miss Clara Bar- 
ton, and that a copy be forwarded to the Secretary of State at Washing- 
ton. 



CONCERNING THE RED CROSS IN RUSSIA. 

The following extract from Edward Fairfax Taylor's '^ Russia Before 
and After the War " may serve to show the strong contrast between the 
regular military service and that of the Red Cross societies. The writer 
says: 

The same want of foresight and order so conspicuous in most of the 
administrative departments of the state was felt in the management of 
the ho^italR and all the medical arrangements for the war. Doctors 
only can be the proper judges of what, during a bloody war, is possible 
and attainable in the way of arrangements for mitigating the miseries of 
its victims. But it is just the doctors who are most severe in their strict- 
ures on the medical department for the degree of disorder and want of 
organization which surpass belief. * * * He quotes from a doctor 
who had worked at Sistova : ^* The hospitals at Sistova consisted of what 
could hardly be called houses; they were rather holes or dens, bearing 
every mark of destruction, in which the Turks, their former inhabitants, 
had left behind them the traces of their intolerable filth. The interiors 
were still more loathsome, and bore no appearance of ever having been 
intended for the reception of sick and wounded. The food was carried 
about in pails, which were taken straight, when emptied, to the wells to 
receive the water for preparing more victuals. It was distributed by 
dirty attendants, whose hands had not been washed for weeks, and whose 
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appearance was enongh to fill the most hardened with horror and dis- 
gust. The utensils for the food were smeared with fat, dirt, and all 
manner of unsavory garbage. * Why am I here at all t ' remarked one of 
the doctors at Sisto va ; * there is not a single thing to be had — ^no servanteii 
no medicines, no provisions.' More than a score of wounded wretches 
were lying in hospital No. 50 at the beginning of August, who, after hav- 
ing been jolted about for three hours in springless carts, remained for 
forty hours without food and without a doctor; and this happened, not 
in suddenly improvised hobpitals near the scene of action, but at regular 
hospitals in a large town, where arrangements had previously been made, 
or were supposed to have been made, for the reception of wounded men 
brought thither from a distance r The medical department had simply 
been incapable of calculating beforehand the requirements of a field 
hospital, and even of providing the bare necessaries of the case. Ar- 
rangements had been made at Sistova (we say nothing of their miserable 
character) for from 400 to 600 wounded, and yet from 1,000 to 1,500 men 
were allowed to be penned together there, with only about ten doctors, 
badly provided with assistants, to look after this mass of unfortunate 
creatures. 

At Simnitza things were even worse than at Sistova. Here there was a 
hospital (No. 57) with " arrangements" for 630 sick and wounded, which, 
on September 5, 1877, contained no less than 3,886 inmates, and was ac- 
cordingly in a state of dirt, stench, and disorder that baifies all descrip- 
tion. The doctors, attendants, and sisters of mercy, from their incessant 
overwork and exertions, found themselves in the same terrible condition 
as the wounded, who were so closely herded together that they literally 
pushed against and trod upon each other. Happy indeed was the man 
who possessed a bed, however filthy and uncomfortable. Many of the 
wounded lay uncovered in their blood-stained clothes upon the floor, and 
of(}en lay there for twelve or fifteen hours together without the taste of 
food or water. At Frajeschty, early in September, a hospital intended 
for 630 men was packed with 3,000 sick and wounded. Dr. Iljinski, who 
was employed here, reports that around the barracks about 300 wounded 
lay along the railway on straw caked and stiff with mud and exposed to 
the open air. These poor creatures remained for four and twenty hours 
without seeing a doctor or receiving a morsel of bread. 

And all this occurred at one of the central places which were said to 
have been arranged for the reception of the wounded. No wonder that 
the complaints heaped upon the medical department by the doctors, the 
voluntary nurses, and the soldiers and officers who were wounded were 



86 History of the Red Cross. 

loud, severe, and bitter, and that the report just alluded to declares the 
whole organization of this department to be "beneath all criticism." No 
wonder that the report of Professor Sklifassowski concludes as follows: 
"The selections of the places and buildings intended for hospitals, the 
composition of the staff, the arrangement of the hospitals, and the organ- 
ization of the service — all and everything was in incapable hands." 

The means of transportation for the wounded were in keeping with the 
condition of the hospitals. The unfortunate victims to their bravery 
lay heaped one on another by dozens in miserable small carts without 
springs. The mere sight of these crazy vehicles betrayed that they had 
been hastily scraped together, without the least regard to their fitness 
or convenience. The medical department had evidently not given a 
thought to providing for the conveyance of the wounded, and had left 
them entirely to chance. Cases could be given of 300 or 400 wounded 
being dragged for days along the road under the escort of a single physi- 
cian and a couple of army surgeons, to find, when they reached at length 
their destination, that no preparation whatever had been made for their 
reception, and that nothing was left to the leaders of this miserable 
caravan but to continue their journey. Sometimes no conveyance at all 
was to be had. After their assault on Plevna 574 wounded men had 
to march on foot for five days to Simnitza without receiving on their 
way any regular food. And among these "lightly wounded," as they 
were called there were men with broken bones. 

"One would have supposed," says an eyewitness, "that this war, ex- 
pected for so many years, had been a suprlse which had rendered prep- 
arations impossible. That preparations would certainly have been 
possible that, with some intelligence and care, they might have been 
made with satisfactory results, is shown by the enormous difference that 
existed between the official medical organization and that of the Red 
Cross society." 

The hospital arrangements which were under the control of this society 
are a theme of grateful admiration to this day among all who were fortu- 
nate to come under their nursing. Officers and soldiers who were removed 
from the other hospitals to those of the Red Cross describe the change as 
one from hell to heaven. Wherever this sign appeared, there reigned, in 
spite of the same difficulties, order, cleanliness, and a system of treatment 
as humane as it was methodical. 
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THE TURKOMAN PRISONERS. 

One more extract illnstrative of the marvelons increase of the practice 
of humanity in war, in countries where, until the introduction of the 
Treaty of Geneva and the Bed Cross sooieties, the worst of harharities had 
been the custom and the rule, will perhaps not he out of place. It will he 
remembered that Kussia signed the treaty in May, 1867, and no nation has 
surpassed her in the attention, protection, and patronage she has given 
to her societies of the Red Cross ; to this mainly may he attributed the 
noble action which so enriches her record and so justly elevates her in 
the scale of civilization and humanity in these later years. In the Pall 
Mall Gazette a few months since appeared the following facts relating to 
the Turkoman prisoners of the late war between Russia and Turkey: 

*' Under the double-headed eagle, as under the British flag, no slavery 
is permitted, and the hoisting of the Russian standard on the ruined 
ramparts of the Turkoman fortress was the signal for the emancipation 
of 700 wretched Persian slaves; half naked, starving, and covered with 
bruises, after being compelled to work all day they were being chained at 
night, hand and foot, to stakes and guarded by dogs. No words could 
describe the rapture of these unfortunate men when the Russians told 
them they were free to return to the Province of Khomssan, from whence 
most of them had been carried off by the Turks. Within the fortress the 
Russians found about 4,000 Turkoman families, or about 18,000 individuals, 
whose astonishment knew no bounds when, instead of being butchered 
or enslaved, they were treated with scrupnlons kindness and confided to 
the care of the Russian Red Cross Society." — Newspaper article. 



THE RED CROSS IN THE RUSSO-TURKISH WAR. 

A report has been published by the Russian Red Cross Society, showing 
the part played by this society during the Russo -Turkish war of 1877-78. 
It appears that the society established 13,120 beds, and that a total of no 
less than 24,1>73 were founded by voluntary agencies in conjunction with 
the Red Cross Society. The society, moreover, gave succor to 116,296 pa- 
tients, among whom were 1,238 officers. The deaths of patients under 
their care amounted to 2,863. The society's staff consisted of 300 medical 
men, including sub-snrgeons, and 1,214 attendants. — Newspaper article. 
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INDORSEMENT BY PRESIDENT WOOLSEY AND OTHERS, 

We append the approving words of Dr. Woolsey, ex-president of Yale 
College, and leading authority on international law in the United States; 
of Prof. Wayland, dean of the faculty of the Yale Law School, and pres- 
ident of the American Social Science Association ; and of other gentle- 
men eminent as lawyers and doctors of divinity, recommending to the 
President of the United States the adoption by the Government of the 
United States of the principles of the International Convention of 
Geneva. 

2o the President of the United States: 

The undersigned would respectfully recommend to your favorable con- 
sideration the adoption by the Government of the United States of the 
provisions of the International Treaty of Geneva for the care of the sick 

and wounded in war. 

THEODORE D. WOOLSEY. 

H. B. HARRISON. 

JOHN E. TODD. 

EDWIN HARWOOD. 

FRANCIS WAYLAND. 

JOSEPH SHELDON. 

New Haven, Conn., October 20, 1881. 



LETTER FROM GENERAL SHERIDAN. 

Headquarters Military Division op the Missouri, 

Chicago, March 31, 1881. 
Miss Clara Barton, Washington, D, C: 

My Dear Miss Barton : * * * I fully agree with you that an asso- 
ciation for the amelioration of the sufferings of the sick and wounded in 
armies in time of war should have an official status in our country, lu 
case of war in the future we should derive the greatest benefit had we an 
organization officially charged with dispensing the charities of the 
humane, and I hope ygu will be able to lay this matter before the Gov- 
ernment in such a way as to insure some favorable action at an early 
day. * 

Very truly, yours, 

P. H. SHERIDAN, 

Lieutenant-General, U, S, Army. 
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LETTEB FBOMM. EDOUABD 8EVE, CONSUL- GENERAL OF BEL- 
GIUM, 

[Translated from the French.] 

Philadelphia, November 15, 1881. 
Miss Clara Barton, WasUn^ton, D, C: 

Mademoisellb : I 6honld be infinitely obliged to yon if you wonld 
send me the statutes of the American Association of the Bed Gross which 
you founded during my recent sojourn in Europe, as I wish to annex 
them to my annual report to the International Committee of Geneva. 
All the societies of the Red Cross take a deep interest in the results of 
yoiir persevering and generous efforts in regard to this great humani- 
tarian work, and it will afford them great happiness when they shall hear 
of the success of your powerfal associations of Washington, and of the 
State of New York, and of their work for Michigan, &c., &c. I had the 
honor to give a statement in person to the illustrious General Garfield, 
so cruelly removed from the United States and the civilized world, con- 
cerning the extension of the Red Cross on the continent of South Amer- 
ica, where I exercised for a long time the functions of the consul-general 
charg6 d'affaires for Belgium. He received favorably the recital of my 
efforts (crowned with success in the States of the Pacific during the last 
war), and he then assured me of his generous and well-meaning interest 
for the admirable institution of which you are one of the most efiScieut 
protectors. 

1 went to Geneva last June in order to communicate to the Interna- 
tional Committee your generous efforts and the good dispositions of Presi- 
dent Garfield. I send you, here inclosed, divers documents, and I beg 
you, Mademoiselle, to accept the homage of my profound respect. 

EDOUARD SEVE DE BAR, 
Representative of the International Committee of Geneva, 



LETTEB FBOM THE BEV, HENBY W, BELLOWS, D, D. 

New York, November 21, 1881. 

My Dear Miss Barton : It has been a sore disappointment and mor- 
tification to those who inaugurated the plan of organized relief by pri- 
vate contributions for sick and wounded soldiers, in our late war, since 
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so largely followed by other nations, that they should still find the Uni- 
ted States the only great Government that refuses to join in the treaty 
framed by the International Convention of Geneva, for neutralizing 
battle fields, after the battle, and making the persons of surgeons and 
nurses flying to the relief of the wounded and dying free from arrest. 

This great international agreement for mitigating the horrors of war 
finds its chief defect in the conspicuous refusal of the United States Gov- 
ernment to join in the treaty! The importance of our national concur- 
rence with other governments in this noble treaty, has been urged upon 
every administration since the war, but has thus far met only the reply 
that our national policy did not allow us to enter into entangling alliances 
with other powers. I rejoice to hear from you, that our late President, 
and his chief official advisers, were of a different opinion, and encouraged 
the hope that in the interes s of mercy and humanity, it might be safe 
to agree by treaty with all the civilized world, that we would soften to 
non-combatants the hateful conditions that made relief on battle fields 
a peril or a forbidden act. I trust you will press this matter upon our 
present Administration with all the weight'of your well-earned influence. 
Having myself somewhat ignominiously failed to get any encouragement 
for this measure from two administrations, I leave it in your more for- 
tunate hands, hoping that the time is ripe for a less jealous policy than 
American self-isolation in international movements for extending and 
universalizing mercy towards the victims of war. 
Yours, truly, 

H. W. BELLOWS. 



PART III. 
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ACTION OF THE GOVERNMENT OF 

THE UNITED STATES, 



After the publication of the foregoing edition of 1881 "of 
the little volume entitled ^'The Eed Cross-Geneva Conven- 
tion,'^ the president of the Association^ in November, 1881, 
laid before the President of the United States the matter of 
the treaty of Geneva, and the unfulfilled desire of President 
Garfield that the United States should give its adhesion 
to that international compact. To this President Arthur 
gave a cordial and favorable response, and made good his 
words by the following paragraphs in his first annual mes- 
sage, sent to the Forty-seventh Congress : 

I cannot too strongly urge npon you my conviction that every con- 
sideration of national safety, economy, and honor imperatively demands 
a thorough rehabilitation of our Navy. 

We have for many years maintained with foreign Governments the 
relations of honorable peace, and that such relations may be permanent 
is desired by every patriotic citizen of the Republic. 

But if we heed the teachings of history we shall not forget that in the 
life of every nation emergencies may arise when a resort to arms can 
alone save it from dishonor. 

No danger from abroad now threatens^ this people, nor have we any 
cause to distrust the friendly professions of other Governments. 

But, for avoiding as well as for repelling dangers that may threaten 
us in the future, we must be prepared to enforce any policy which we 
think wise to adopt. 

At its last extra session the Senate called for the text of the Geneva 

93 
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Convention for the relief of the wounded in war. I trust that this action 
foreshadows such interest in the subject as will result in the adhesion of 
the United States to that humane and commendable engagement. — FreB- 
ident Arthur m his Annual Message to Congress, 

This part of the message was immediately taken up in the 
Senate and referred to the Committee on Foreign Alfairs, 
consisting of the following-named gentlemen, to wit: Hon. 
Wm. Windom, Minnesota; Hon. Geo. F. Edmunds, Ver- 
mont; Hon. Jno. T. Miller, California; Hon. Thos. W. Ferry, 
Michigan ; Hon. Elbridge G. Lapham, KeW York ; Hon. John 
W. Johnston, Virginia; Hon. J. T. Morgan, Alabama; Hon. 
Geo. H. Pendleton, Ohio ; Hon. Benj. H. Hill, Georgia. 

During the consideration of the subject an invitation was 
extended to the president of the American Association, its 
counsel, and other associate members to meet the above 
named Senate committee at the Capitol, for conference, and 
for an explanation of such points as still remained obscure, 
to aid their deliberations, and to facilitate investigations. 

On the 17th of May, 1881, Hon. Omar D. Conger submitted 
to the United States Senate the following resolution; which 
was considered, by unanimous consent, and agreed to : 

Resolved^ That the Secretary of State be requested to 
furnish to the Senate copies (translations) of Articles of 
Convention signed at Geneva, Switzerland, August 22, 1864, 
touching the treatment of those wounded in war, together 
with the forms of ratificatiou employed by the several Gov- 
ernments, parties thereto. 

On the 12th of December, 1882, in response to the above 
resolution. President Arthur addressed to the Senate a mes- 
sage transmitting a report of the Secretary of State, with 
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accompanying papers, touching the Geneva convention fop 
the relief of the wounded in war, which message, report, and 
accompanying papers were as follows : 

fSeoate Ex. Doc. No. 6, 47tli Congress, Ist Session.] 

M ssage from th-e President of the United States, transmitting, in response to 
Senate resolution of May 17, 1881, a report of the Secretary of State, with 
accompanying papers, touching the Geneva Convention for thereUefof the 
wounded in war. 

Dbcembbb 12, 1881.— Beferred to the Committee on Foreign Belations and ordered to 

be printed. 

To the Senate of the United States : 

I transmit herewith, in response to the resolution of the Senate of the 

17th of May last, a report of the Secretary of State, with accompanying 

papers, touching the Geneva Convention for the relief of the wounded 

in war. 

CHESTER A. ARTHUR. 
Executive Mansion, 

Washington, December 12, 1881« 



To the President : 

The Secretary of State, to whom was addressed a resolution of the 
Senate, dated the 17th of May, 1681, requesting him ''to furnish to the 
Senate copies (translations) of Articles of Convention signed at Geneva, 
Switzerland, August 22, 1864, touching the treatment of those wounded 
in war, together with the forms of ratification employed hy the several 
Governments parties thereto, '^ has the honor to lay hefore the President 
the papers called for by the resolution. 

In view of the reference made, in Annual Message of the President, to 
the Geneva Convention, the Secretary of State deems it unnecessary now 
to enlarge upon the advisability of the adhesion of the United States to 
an international compact, at once so humane in its character and so uni- 
versal in its application as to commend it-self to the adoption of nearly 
all the civilized Powers. 

JAMES G. BLAINE. 

Department op State, 

Wa^shington, December 10, 1881. 
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GENEVA CONVENTION FOR THE RELIEF OF THE WOUNDED 

IN WAR. 

(SIGNBD AUOUBT 22, 1864.) 

The Swiss Confederation; His Royal Highness the Grand Dake of 
Baden ; His Majesty the King of tlie Belgians ; His Majesty the King of 
Denmark ; Her Majesty the Queen of Spain ; His Majesty the Emperor 
of the French; His Royal Highness the Grand Dnke of Hesse; His 
Majesty the King of Italy ; His Majesty the King of the Netherlands ; 
His Majesty the King of Portugal and of the Algarves ; His Majesty the 
King of Prussia ; His Majesty the King of WUrtemberg, being equally 
animated with the desire to soften, as much as depends on them, the 
evils of warfare, to suppress its useless hardships and improve the fate 
of wounded soldiers on the field of battle, have resolved to conclude a 
Convention to that effect, and have named for their Plenipotentiaries, 
viz: 

The Swi88 Canfederaiion : 

GuiLLAUMB Henri Dufour, Grand Officer of the Imperial Order of 
the Legion of Honor, General in Chief of the federal army, Member of 
the Council of the States ; 

Gustavb; Motnier, President of the International Relief Committee 
for wounded soldiers and of the Geneva Society of Public Utility, and 

Samuel Lehmann, federal Colonel, Doctor in Chief of the federal 
army, Member of the National Conncil ; 

His Royal Highness the Grand-Duke of Baden : 

Robert Volz, Knight of the Order of the Lion of Zaehringen, M. D., 
Medical Councillor at the Direction of Medical Affairs, and 

Adolphb Steiner, Knight of the Order of the Lion of Zaehringen 
Chief Staff Physician ; 

H%8 Majesty the King of the Belgians : 

Augusts Visschers, Officer of the Order of Leopold, Councillor at 
the Conncil of Mines; 

His Majesty the King of Denmark: 

Charles Emile Fenger, Commander of the Order of Danebrog, dec- 
orated with the silver cross of the same Order ; Grand Cross of the Order 
of Leopold of Belgium, &c., &c., His Councillor of State; 
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Her Majesty the Queen of Spain : 

Don Jos^ Heriberto GARCf a de Quevedo, Gentleman of Her Cham- 
ber on active service, Knight of the Grand Cross of Isabella- the- Catholic, 
Kumerary Commander of the Order of Charles III, Knight of the first 
class of the Royal and Military Order of St, Ferdinand, Officer of the 
Legion of Honor of France, Her Minister-Resident to the Swiss Confed- 
eration ; 

His Majesty the Emperor of the French : 

Georges Charles Jagerschmidt, Officer of the Imperial Order of 
the Legion of Honor, Officer of the Order of Leopold of Belgium, Knight 
of the Order of the Red Eagle of Prussia of the third class, &c,, &c,, 
Sub-Director at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs; 

Henri Eug^e Seguineau de Pr]6val, Knight of the Imperial Or- 
der of the Legion of Honor, decorated with the Imperial Order of the 
Medjidi^ of foorth class, Knight of the Order of Saints Maurice and 
Lazarus of Italy, &c., &c., military Sub-Commissioner of first class, and 

Martin FRAN901S Boudier, Officer of the Imperial Order of the Le- 
gion of Honor, decorated with the Imperial Order of the Medjidi^ of the 
fourth class, decorated with the medal of Military Yalor of Italy, &c., 
&c., doctor in chief of second class; 

His Boyal Highness the Grand-Duke of Hesse : 

Charles Auguste BrodrCck, Knight of the Order of Philip the 
Magnanimous, of the Order of St. Michael of Bavaria, Officer of the 
Royal Order of the Holy Savior, &c., &c., Chief of Battalion, Staff 
Officer; 

His Majesty the King of Italy : 

Jean Capello, Knight of the Order of Sfalnts Maurice and Lazarus, 
His Consul- General to Switzerland, and 

Felix Baroffio, Knight of the Order of Saints Maurice and Lazarus, 
Doctor in Chief of medical division ; 

His Majesty the King of tfie Netherlands : 

Bernard Ortuinus Theodore Henri Westenberg, Officer of his 
Order of the Crown of Oak, Knight of the Orders of Charles III of Spain, 
of the Crown of Prussia, of Adolphe of Nassau, L. D., His Secretary of 
Legation at Frankfort ; 

His Majesty the King of Portugal and of the Algarves : 
Jos^ Antonio Marques, Knight of the Order of Christ, of Our Lady 
214 A 7 
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of the Conception of Villa Viciosa, of Saint Benedict of Aviz, of Leopold 
of Belgium, etc.^M. D. Surgeon of Brigade, Sub-Chief to the Department 
of Health at the Ministry of War ; 

Hia Majesty the King of Prussia : 

Charles Axbebt db Kamptz, Ejiight of the Order of the Red Eagle 
of second class, &c., &c., &c.. His Envoy Extraordinary and Minister 
Plenipotentiary to the Swiss Confederation, Private Councillor of Lega- 
tion; 

GoDEFROi Frederic FRAJJ9018 Loeffler, Knight of the Order of the 
Red Eagle of third class, etc., etc. ; M. D. Physician in chief of the fourth 
Army Corps ; 

Gorges Hermann Jules Ritter, Knight of the Order of the Crown 
of third class, etc., etc., Private Councillor at the Ministry of War ; 

His Majesty the King of Wiirtemberg : 

Christophb Ulric Hahn, Knight of the Order of Saints Maurice and 
Lazarus, etc.. Doctor of Philosophy and Theology, Member of the Central 
Royal Direction for Charitable Institutions, 

Who, after having exchanged their powers, and found them in good 
and due form, agreed to the following articles : 

Article. 1. Ambulances and military hospitals shall be acknowledged 
to be neuter, and, as such, shall be protected and respected by belligerents 
so long as any sick or wounded may be therein. 

Such neutrality shall cease if the ambulances or hospitals should be 
held by a military force. 

Art. II. Persons employed in hospitals and ambulances, comprising 
the staff for sux)erintendence, medical service, administration, transport 
of wounded, as well slb chaplains, shall participate in the benefit of neu- 
trality, whilst so employed, and so long as there remain any wounded 
to bring in or to succor. 

Art. III. The persons designated in the preceding article may, even 
after occupation by the enemy, continue to fulfill their duties in the hos- 
pital or ambulance which they serve, or may withdraw in order to re- 
join the corps to which they belong. 

Under such circumstances, when these persons shall cease from their 
functions, they shall be delivered by the occupying army to the outposts 
of the enemy. 

Art. IV. As the equipment of military hospitals remains subject to the 
laws of war, persons attached to such hospitals cannot, in withdrawing, 
carry away any articles but such as are thoir private property. 
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Under the same circnmstances an ambnlance shall, on the contrary, re- 
tain its equipment. 

Art. V. Inhabitants of the country who may bring help to the wounded 
shall be respected, and shall remain free. The generals of the belligerent 
Powers shall make it their care to inform the inhabitants of the appeal 
addressed to their humanity, and of the neutrality which will be the con- 
sequence of it. 

Any wounded man entertained and taken care of ^l a house shall be 
considered as a protection thereto. Any inhabitant who shall have en- 
tertained wounded men in his house shall be exempted from the quarter- 
ing of troops, as well as from a part of the contributions of war which 
may be imposed. 

Art. YI. Wounded or sick soldiers shall be entertained and taken care 
of, to whatever nation they may belong. 

Commanders-in-chief shall have the power to deliver immediately to the 
outposts of the enemy soldiers who have been wounded in an engagement 
when circumstances permit this to be done, and with the consent of both 
parties. 

Those who are recognized, after their wounds are healed, as incapable 
of serving, shall be sent back to their country. 

The others may also be sent back, on condition of not again bearing 
arms during the continuance of the war. 

Evacuations, together with the persons under whose directions they 
take place, shall be protected by an absolute neutrality. 

Art. YII. A distinctive and uniform liag shall be adopted for hospitals 
ambulances, and evacuations. It must, on every occasion, be accom- 
panied by the national flag. An arm-badge (brassard) shall also be al- 
lowed for individuals neutralized, but the delivery thereof shall be left 
to military authority. 

The flag and the arm-badge shall bear a red cross on a white ground. 

Art. VIII. The details of executions of the present convention shall 
be regulated by the commanders-in-chief of belligerent armies, according 
to the instructions of their respective Governments, and in conformity 
with the general principles laid down in this convention. 

Art. IX. The high contracting Powers have agreed to communicate 
the present convention to those Governments which have not found it 
convenient to send plenipotentiaries to the International Conference at 
Geneva, with an invitation to accede thereto ; the protocol is for that 
purpose left open. 

Art. X. The present convention shall be ratified, and the ratifications 
shall be exchanged at Berne in four months, or sooner, if possible. 
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•In faith whereof the respective Plenipotentiaries have signed it and 
have -affixed their seals thereto. 

Done at Geneva, the twenty-second day of the month of August, of the 
year one thousand eight hundred and sixty -four. 



[L. 8.] 


G^l G. H. DuFOUR. 


[L. 8.] 


BOUDIER. 


[L. 8.] 


G. MOYNIER. 


Ll. 8.] 


BrodrCck. 


[L. 8.] 


Dr. Lehmai^n. 


[L. 8.] 


Capello. 


[I.8.] 


Dr. Robert Volz. 


[L. 8.] 


F. Baroffio. 


[L. 8. J 


Steiner. 


[L. 8.] 


Westenberg. 


[L. 8. J 


YlSSCHBRS. 


[L. S.J 


Jos£ Antonio Marques. 


[L. 8.] 


Fenger. 


[L. 8.] 


De Kamptz. 


[L. 8.] 


Y. Heriberto GARCf a dk 


[L. 8.] 


LOEFFLER. 




QUEVEDO. 


[L. 8. ] 


RiTTER. 


[L. 8.] 


Ch. Jagerschmidt. 


[L. 8.] 


Dr. liAHN. 


[L. 8.] 


S. Db Pr^vau 







The Convention of Geneva was signed on hehalf of Swtzerland, Baden, 
Belgium, Denmark, Spain, France, Hesse-Darmstadt, Italy, Netherlands, 
Portugal, Prussia, and Wurtemherg, August 22, 1864, and the following 
Powers have since acceded to it : 

Austria, 1866; Bavaria, 1866; Great Britain, 1865; Greece, 1865; Meck- 
lenburg-Schwerin, 1865; the Pope, 1868; Persia, 1874; Russia, 1867; 
Saxony, 1866; Sweden and Norway, 1364 ; Turkey, 1865. 



ACTS OF RATIFICATION. 



a. OF SWITZERLAND. 

The Federal Council of the Swiss Confederation : 

After having seen and examined the Convention for the improvement 
of the condition of wounded soldiers in armies in the field, concluded by 
the respective Plenipotentiaries and under reserve of ratifications, at 
Geneva the 22d of August, 1864, between the Swiss Confederation, His 
Royal Highness the Grand-Duke of Baden, His Majesty the King of the 
Belgians, His Majesty the King of Denmark, Her Majesty the Queen of 
Spain, His Majesty the Emperor of the French, His Royal Highness the 
Grand-Duke of Hesse, His Majesty the King of Italy, His Majesty the 
King of the Netherlands, His Majesty the King of Portugal and of the 
Algarves, His Majesty the King of Prussia, and His Majesty the King of 
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Wiirtemberg, which Convention- has been approved by the Nationa.1 
Council on the 28th of September, 1864, and by the Council of the States 
on the 30th of the same month, and the tenor whereof is as follows : 

(See above.) 

Declares that the above Convention is ratified and has legal power in 
all its parts, promising in the name of the Swiss Confederation to observe 
it conscientiously and at all times, inasmuch as is in its power. 

In faith whereof, the present ratification has been signed by the Presi- 
dent and the Chancellor of the Confederation and provided with the 
Federal Seal. 

. Done at Berne the first of October, one thousand eight hundred and 
sixty-four. 

In the name of the Swiss Federal Council. 

The President of the Confederation : 

[L. 8.] Dr. J. DUBS. 

The Chancellor of the Confedeiation : 

SCHIESS. 
5. OF THE GRAND DUCHY OF BADEN. 

Frederic, by the grace of God, Grand Duke of Baden, Duke of Zaeh- 

ringen : 

A Convention having been concluded at Geneva, the 22d of August, 
ultimo, between the Grand Duchy of Baden and the Swiss Confederation, 
the Kingdom of Belgium, the Kingdom of Denmark, the Kingdom of 
Spain, the French Empire, the Grand Duchy of Hesse, the Kingdom of 
Italy, the Kingdom of the Netherlands, the Kingdom of Portugal, the 
Kingdom of Prussia, and the Kingdom of WUrtemberg, for the ameliora- 
tion of the condition of the wounded in armies in the field, the tenor of 
which Convention is as follows: 

(See above.) 

We having seen and examined the said Convention and having found 

its tenor conformable to Our will in all and each of the dispositions in it 

..containM, Declare that it is approved, confirmed, and ratified, reserving, 

however, the obligatory position held by the Government of the Grand 

Duchy of Baden, as a member of the Germanic Confederation. 

In witness whereof, We have signed these presents and have caused to 
be affixed Our Seal of State. 
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Given at Carlsruhe, the sixteentli of December of the year of grace one 
thousand eight hundred and sixty-foor, of our reign, the thirteenth. 
[L. S.J FREDERIC. 



By order of His Royal Highuess: 

RECK. 



ROGQENBACH. 



0. OF BELGIUM. 

Leopold, King of the Belgians, to all present and to come, greeting: 

Having seen and examined the Convention, signed at Geneva, the 22d 
of August, 1864, between Belgium, the Grand Duchy of Baden, Denmark, 
Spain, France, the Grand Duchy of Hesse, Italy, the Netherlands, Portu- 
gal, Prussia, the Swiss Confederation, and Wiirtemberg, for the amelio- 
ration of the condition of soldiers wounded in armies in the field, the 
tenor of which Convention is as follows : 

(See above.) 

We, being satisfied with the preceding Convention, do approve, ratify 
and confirm it, promising to enforce its observance according to its form 
and tenor, without allowing it to be infringed in any manner whatso- 
ever. 

In witness whereof, We have signed the present letters of ratification 
and have caused to be affixed thereunto Our Royal Seal. 

Given at Laeken, the fourteenth day of the month of October, of the 
year of grace one thousand eight hundred and sixty-four. 

fL. 8.] LEOPOLD. 

By the King : 

The Minister of Foreign Affairs, 

CH. ROGIER. 



d. OF DENMARK. 

We, Christian the Ninth, by the grace of God, King of Denmark, 
the Vandals and the GK)th8, Duke of Schleswig-Hoistein, Stormam, Dit- 
marsch, Lauenburg^ and Oldenburg, hereby make known : 

That We, after having read and considered the Convention for the im- 
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provement of the condition of the wounded on hattle- fields, signed hy 
the respective Plenipotentiaries, between Us, the Swiss Confederation, 
His Royal Highness the Grand Duke of Baden, His Majesty the King of 
the Belgians, Her Majesty the Queen of Spain, His Majesty the Emperor 
of the French, His Royal Highness the Grand Duke of Hesse, His Majesty 
the King of Italy, His Majesty the King of the Netherlands, His Majesty 
the King of Portugal, His Majesty the King of Prussia, and His Majesty 
the King of Wtirtemherg, at Geneva, on the 22d of August ultimo, which 
Convention is, word for word, as follows : 

(See above.) 

Have approved, established, and ratified the said convention, as Wo 
also hereby approve, establish, and ratify the same in the best and strong- 
est manner possible, both for Us and Our Successors, promising with Our 
Royal Word, for Ourselves and for Them, strictly to observe and execute 
the said Convention in all its words and points. 

In testimony whereof, We have signed the ratification with Our own 
hand and caused Our Great Royal Seal to be thereunto affixed. 

Done at Copenhagen, our capital and the city of our residence, on the 
15th day of December, A. D. 1864, the second year of Our Reign. 

[L. s.] CHRISTIAN. 

Bluhmk. 



e. OP SPAIN. 

Isabella the Second, by the grace of God and the Constitution of the 

Spanish Monarchy Queen of Spain: 

Whereas, was arranged, concluded and signed at Geneva the twenty- 
second day of August of the present year one thousand eight hundred- 
and sixty-four, by Don Jos6 Heriberto Garcia de Quevedo, General Guil- 
lermo Enrique Dufour, Mr. Gustave Moynier, Colonel Samuel Lehmann, 
Messrs. Robert Volz, Adolphe Steiner, Auguste Visschers, Charles Emile 
Fenger, George Charles Jagerschmidt, Henri Eugene Seguinean de Pr^- 
val, Martin Francois Boudier, Charles Auguste Brodriick, Jean Capello, 
Felix Baroffio, Bernard Ortuinus, Theodore-Henri Westenberg, J 096 An- 
tonio Marques, Charles Albert de Kamptz, Godefroi Frederic Francois 
Loeffler, George Hermann, Jules Ritter and Christoi)he Ulric Hahn, Plen- 
ipotentiaries named for the purpose in due form, a Convention to improve 
the condition of soldiers wounded on the field, concluded between Us, 
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the Swiss Confederation, the Grand Dake of Baden, the King of the Bel- 
gians, the King of Denmark, the Emperor of l^e French, the Grand Dake 
of Hesse, King Victor-Emmanuel, the King of the Netherlands, the King 
of Portugal, the King of Prussia, and the King of Wlirtemherg, the Con- 
vention being composed of ten articles in the French language, the tenor 
of which, word for word, is as follows: 

(See above.) 

Therefore having seen and examined one by one the ten articles con- 
tained in the above-mentioned Convention, We have appproved and rati- 
fied all its contents and do by these presents approve and ratify in the 
best and most ample form in Oar power, promising on the faith of Oar 
Royal Word, to fulfill and observe it and have it fulfilled and observed 
accurately in all its parts, and for its greater validity and strength we 
issue these presents signed by Oar Hand, sealed with Oar privy seal and 
countersigned by Our First Secretary of State. 

Given at the Palace of Madrid, the fifth of December, one thousand 
eight hundred and sixty-four. 

[L. 8.] I, the QUEEN. 

Alejandro Llorente. 



/. OF FRANCE. 

Napoleon, by the grace of God and the will of the nation Emperor of the 
French, To all who shall see these presents, greeting : 

An international Convention for the amelioration of the condition of 

the wounded on battle-fields, having been signed at Geneva, the 22d of 

August, 1864; 
Which Convention has the following tenor: 

(See above.) 

We, having seen and examined the said Convention, have approved 
and do approve of it in all and singular the dispositions therein contained ; 
We declare it accepted, ratified and confirmed, and promise that it shall 
be inviolably observed. 

In faith whereof We have given these presents, signed by our hand and 
sealed with our Imperial Seal. 

Done at St. Cloud, the 22d of September, of the year of grace 1864. 

[L. 8.] NAPOLEON. 

By the Emperor: 

Drouyn db Lhuys. 
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g, OF ITALY. 

Victor Emmanuel II, by the grace of God and the will of the Nation 
King of Italy, To all who shall see these presents, greeting: 

An international Convention to improve the fate of soldiers wounded 
in war, having been concluded and signed at Geneva, the twenty-second 
day of the month of August, of the present year, one thousand eight hun* 
dred and sixty-four, 

Which Convention has the following tenor: 

(See above.) 

We, having seen and examined the above- written international Con- 
vention, and approving of it in all and singular its parts, have accepted, 
ratifiecl and confirmed it, and do by these presents, accept, ratify, and 
confirm it, promising to observe it and to make it be observed inviolably. 

In faith whereof. We have signed these present letters of ratification 
and have caused to be affixed thereunto Our Royal Seal. 

Given at Turin the fourth day of the month of December, of the year 
of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and sixty-four, and of Our Beign 
the sixteenth. 

[L. 8.] VICTOR EMMANUEL. 

By request of His Majesty the King. 

The president of the Council, Minister Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs : 

Alf. La Marmora. 



h, op the NETHERLANDS. 

William III, by the grace of God King of the Netherlands, Prince of 
Orange, Nassau, Grand Duke of Luxemburg, &c., &c., &o,: 

Having seen and examined the Convention for the amelioration of the 
condition of soldiers wounded in the armies in the field, concluded and 
signed at Geneva the twenty-second of August, one thousand eight hun- 
dred and sixty-four, by Our Plenipotentiary and the Plenipotentiaries of 
the Swiss Confederation, His Royal Highness the Grand Duke of Baden, 
His Majesty the King of the Belgians, His Majesty the King of Denmark, 
Her Majesty the Queen of Spain, His Majesty the Emperor of the French, 
His Royal Highness the Grand Duke of Hesse, His Majesty the King of 
Italy, His Majesty the King of Portugal and the Algarves, His Majesty 
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the KiDg of Prussia, and His Majesty the King of WUrtouiherg, respect- 
ively named and designated to that effect, the tenor of which Conyention, 
word for word, is as follows : 

(See above.) 

We approve the above Convention in all the dispositions therein con- 
tained, declare it accepted, ratified and confirmed, and promise that it 
shall be executed and observed according to its form and tenor. 

In faith whereof, We have given these presents, signed by Our hand 
and sealed with Our Boyal Seal at The Hague, the twenty-ninth day of 
the month of November, of the year of grace one thousand eight hundred 
and sixty-four. 

[L. 8.] WILLIAM. 

The Minister of Foreign Affairs: » 

E. CBEMEliS. 



». OF PRUSSIA, 

We William, by the grace of God King of Prussia, to wit by these pre- 
sents: 

Considering we have agreed with the Swiss Confederation, His Royal 
Highness the Grand Duke of Baden, Their Majesties the King of the Bel- 
gians, the King of Denmark, the Queen of Spain, the Emperor of the 
French, His Koyal Highness the Grand Duke of Hesse, Their Majesties 
the King of Italy, the King of the Netherlauds, the King of Portugal and 
the Algarves, and his Majesty the King of Wiirtemberg, to lay down the 
principles of an international character for the amelioration of the con- 
dition of soldiers wounded in armies in the field; and Our Plenipotenti- 
aries having concluded, signed and exchanged with the Plenipotentiaries 
of the above-mentioned States, at Geneva, on the 22d day of August, 
1864, the following Convention: 

(See above.) 

We, after having read and examined the said Convention, have found 
it, in all respects, conformable to Our will. 

In consequence, We have approved, confirmed and ratified it, and do 
approve, confirm and ratify it by these presents, for Ourselves and Our 
successors, promising on Our faith and kingly word to have all itsstipula- 
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tions scTupnlonsly accomplishod without infringing it or allowing tliat it 
sliould be infringed. 

In faith whereof, We have signed the present act of ratification with 
Our hand and have had it provided with Our Boyal Seal. 

Done at Berlin, the fourth of January of the year one thousand eight 
hundred and sixty-four, and of Our reign the fifth. 

[L. B.] WILLIAM. 

V. Bismarck. 

Note. — ^The above ratifications were exchanged on the 23d of June^ 
1865, at Geneva, between the Plenipotentiaries above mentioned. 

ACTS OF ADHESION. 

The following States have adhered subsequently to the Convention for 
the amelioration of the condition of soldiei*s wounded on the field : 

Sweden December 13, 1864. 

Greece January 5-17 1865. 

Great Britain February 18, 1865. 

Mecklenburg-Schwerin March 9, 1865. 

Turkey July 5, 1865. 

Wurtemberg June 2, 1866. 

Hesse June 22, 1866. 

Bavaria June 30, 1866. 

Austria July 21, 1866 

Persia December 5, 1874. 

Salvador December 30, 1874. 

Montenegro November 17-29, 1875. 

Servia March 24, 1876. 

Bolivia October 16, 1879. 

Chili November 15, 1879. 

Argentine Republic November 2.5, 1879. 

Peru Apra22, 1880. 



a, DECLARATION OP ADHESION OP SWEDEN. 

We, Charles, by the grace of God King of Sweden and Norway, of the 

Goths and Vandals, to wit: 

The Swiss Confederation having, in virture of Article IX, of the gen- 
eral Convention concluded at Geneva the 22d of August, ultimo, for the 
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amelioration of the condition of the wounded in armies in the field, in- 
vited onr Government to adhere to the said Convention, the tenor of 
which is, word for word, as follows: 

(See above.) 

Therefore, Wo have accepted and confirmed the said Convention with 
all its articles, points, and clauses, and by this present act of accession 
We do accept, confirm and ratify it in the most efficacions manner pos- 
sible; intending and promsing to fulfill loyally and sincerely the said 
Convention with all its articles, points and clauses. 

In faith whereof. We have signed these presents with our hand and 
have had them provided with Our Royal Seal: 

Given at the Castle of Stockholm the 13th day of December, of the 
year of grace one thousand eight hundred and sixty-four. 

[L. s.] CHARLES. 

Mai?d£rstr6m. 



b, declaration of adiiksiox of greece. 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 

Ath€H8t the ^th'-17ih of January, 18C5. 

Monsieur lb PriSsident: I have had the honor to receive the letter 
datiHl the 14th of November ultimo, in which, transmitting to me a copy 
of the Convention concluded at Geneva, between the Helvetic Confedera- 
tion and several others States for the amelioration of the condition of 
wounded soldiers in armies in the field, as well as the pn>toool of the 
conferences that took place to that eftVct, Your Kxoellency kindly for- 
warded at the same time the invitation made to the Government of His 
Majesty, my August Sovereign, to adhere supplomeutarily totlie aforesaid 
Convention. 

The Government of the King, having taken cognisance of the contents 
of these documents, and appreciating the bt^nevolent purpix^e of the in- 
ternational instrument oouoUuUhI at Geneva on the SsJtl of August, 15*04, 
by the noble initiative of the Helvetic Confederation, did not hesitate to 
associate itself therewith, in the conviction that a unanimous acciml on 
the subject between theEuroiH^an States cannot fail, in fact, to contrib- 
ute powerfully to the relief of the hard^hiiKi and sutteriugs that are gen- 
erally produced by war. 

I have, in conswiuenoe, the honor to deolaro, Monsieur le Trosident, 
that in virtue of a Royal Ordiuauce datinl IH>c<uulK'r ^l, l^U ^January 
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12, 1865), the Government of His Hellenic Majesty adheres entirely t<J the 
above-mentioned Convention. 

Accept, Monsieur le Pr<^sident, the assurance of my very high consid- 
eration. 

The Minister of Foreign Affairs of His Majesty the King of the Hel- 
lenes. 

D. S. BOUDOUBIS. 

To His Excellency the President of the Confederation. 



0. DECLARATION OF ADHESION OF GREAT BRITAIN. 

The President and Federal- Council of the Swiss Confederation having 
communicated to the Government of Her Majesty the Queen of the United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland a Convention signed at Geneva on 
the 22d of August, 186), between the Swiss Confederation, His Royal 
Highness the Grand Duke of Baden, His Majesty the King of the Belgians, 
His Majesty the King of Denmark, Her Majesty the Queen of Spain, His 
Majesty the Emperor of the French, His Koyal Highness the Grand Duke 
of Hesse, His Majesty the King of Italy, His Majesty the King of the 
Netherlands, His Majesty the King of Portugal and the Algarves, His 
Majesty the King of Prussia, and His Majesty the King of Wilrtemberg, 
for the amelioration of the condition of the wounded in armies in the 
field, which Convention is, word for word, as follows : 

(See above.) • 

And the Swiss Confederation having, in virtue of Article IX of the 
said Convention, invited the Government of Her Britannic Majesty to 
accede thereto ; 

The undersigned. Her Britannic Majesty's Principal Secretary of State 
for Foreign Aftairs, duly authorize for that purpose, hereby declares 
that the Government of Her Britannic Majesty fully accedes to the Con- 
vention aforesaid. 

In witness whereof he has signed the present Act of Accession and has 
affixed thereto the seal of his Arms. 

Done at London the eighteenth day of February, in the year of our 
Lord, one thousand eight hundred and sixty-five. 

[L. s.] RUSSELL. 
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' d, DECLARATION OP ADHESION OP MECKLENBURG- 8CHWERIN. 

Frederic Francis, by the grace of God Grand Duke of Mecklenburg, 
Prince of the Vandals, of Schwerin, andof Katzburg, Count of Schwerin, 
Lord of Rostock, of Stargard, &c. : 

Having taken cognizance of the Convention the purpose of which is 
to ameliorate the condition of the wounded in the armies in the field, and 
which was concluded at Greneva between the Plenipotentiaries of several 
European Powers, on the 22d of August, 1864, being, word for word, the 
following : 

(See above.) 

We, desiring to contribute, for our part, to the accomplishment of the 
charitable purpose that is the object of this Convention, have determined 
to accede, and by these presents do formally accede to the said Conven- 
tion, intending that all and each of its articles shall have the same force 
and virtue with Us, as if they had been concluded and signed by Our 
Plenipotentiary in Our name, and promising not to make or to allow to 
be made any obstruction whatever to them, but on the contrary to ac- 
complish them faithfully, reserving however, to conform Ourselves to all 
the decisions that may be taken by the German Diet, relative to the ex- 
ecution of this Convention. 

In faith whereof We have signed the present act of accession in Our 
hand and have had apposed tlierennto Our Grand Ducal Seal. 

Given at Schwerin, March 9, 1865. 

[L. 8.] FREDERIC FRANCIS. 

W. V. Oertzen. 



e. declaration of adhesion of turkey. 

Sublime Porte, Ministry of Foreign Appairs, 

July 5, 1865. 

The Swiss Federal Council having communicated to the Government 
of His Imperial Majesty the Sultan, the Convention signed at Geneva 
the 22d of August, 1864, between the Swiss Confederation, His Royal 
Highness the Grand-Duke of Baden, His Majesty the King of the Bel- 
gians, His Majesty the King of Denmark, Her Majesty the Queon of 
Spain, His Majesty the Emperor of the French, His Royal Highness the 
Grand Duke of Hesse, His Majesty the King of Italy, His Majesty the 



History of the Bed Gross. Ill 

King of the Netherlands, His Majesty the King of Portugal and the Al- 
garves, His Majesty the King of Prussia, and his Majesty the King of 
Wtlrtemhorg, for the amelioration of the condition of soldiers wounded 
in armies in the field, the tonor of which Convention is as follows : 

(See above). 

And the Swiss Federal Council having, in virtue of Article IX of the 
above-mentioned Convention, invited the Government of His Imperial 
Majesty, the Sultan, to give His adhesion to it ; 

The undersigned. Minister of Foreign Aifairs of His Imperial Majesty, 
the Sultan, duly authorized to that elfect by His August Sovereign, de- 
clares by these presents that the Sublime Porte accedes completely to 
the above-mentioned Convention. 

In faith whereof he has signed the present Act of Accession, and has 
affixed thereunto the seal of his arms. 

Done at Constantinople the fifth of July, one thousand eight hundred 
and sixty-five, 

[L. s.] AALI. 



/. DECLARATION OP ADHESION OP WORTEMBERQ. 

A Convention for the improvement of the condition of the wounded in 
armies in tbe field was concluded on the 22d of August, 1864, between 
the representatives of the Governments of several European States, the 
tenor of which Convention is as follows: 

( See above.)' 

In consequence of difficulties arising as to its form, the Royal Govern- 
ment of Wtirtemberg was unable to sign the ratification reserved for this 
Convention, although a representative of the said Government had taken 
part in its conclusion; it therefore reserved itself the right to adhere 
subsequently to "he Convention in virtue of the provision of Article IX, 
which right of reserve has been admitted by the other signatory States 
to the Convention, according to the report of the representatives of those 
States, on the 22d of June, 1865. 

In virtue of this reserve, the undersigned Ministry declares that these 
difficulties having been removed, and with the high aiiprobation of His 
Majesty the King of Wtirtemberg, the Royal Government accedes to the 
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above Convention in all its contents, and will enforce its execution in all 
its points. 

In faith whereof, the present ministerial declaration has been issned 
and provided with the royal seal. 

Given at Stuttgart, the 2d of June, 1866. 

The Boyal Minister of Forefgn Affairs : 

[L. s.] Baron DE fiARNfiULEB. 



g. DECLAKATION OP ADHESION OF HESSE-DAKMSTADT. 

A Convention for the improvement of the condition of the wounded in 
the armies in the field was concluded on the 22d of August, 1864, between 
the representatives of the Governments of several European States, the 
tenor of which Convention is as follows : 

(See above.) 

Owing to difficulties arising as to its form, the grand ducal Government 
of Hesse was unable to sign the ratification reserved for this Convention, 
although a representative of this Government had taken part in its con- 
clusion ; it therefore reserved to itself the right to accede subsequently 
to the Convention, in virtue of the provision of Article IX, which right 
of reserve has been admitted by the other signatory States to the Conven- 
tion, according to the report of the representatives of those States, on 
the 22d of June, 1865. 

In virtue of this reserve the undersigned Ministry declares that these 
difficulties having been removed, and with the high approbation of His 
Royal Highness, the Grand Duke of Hesse, the grand ducal Government 
accedes to the above Convention in all its contents, and will haA e it ex- 
ecuted in all its points, without prejudice, however, to the obligations 
consequent to its existing relations with the Germanic Confederation. 

In faith whereof, the present ministerial declaration has been issued^ 
and provided with the seal of the undersigned Ministry. 

Darmstadt, the 22d of June, 1856. 

Grand ducal Ministry of Hesse, of the grand ducal household, and of 
Foreign Affairs: 

[L. s.] Baron de DALWIGK. 
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h, DECLARATION OP ADHESION OF BAVARIA. 

Ministeiial declaration, 

Tlie Swiss Federal Council having addressed to the royal Government 
of Bavaria an invitiition to accede to the Convention concluded at Ge- 
neva on the 22d of August* 1864, between Switzerland, Baden, Belgium, 
Denmark, Spain, France, the Grand Duchy of Hesse, Italy, the Nether- 
lands, Portugal, Prussia, and WUrtemberg, for the amelioration of the 
condition of the wounded in armies in the field, the tenor of which Con- 
vention is as follows : 

(See above.) 

The Royal Government of Bavaria, referring to Article IX of this Con- 
vention, and after having obtained sovereign authority, declares its ac- 
cession to it. 

In faith whereof the present ministerial declaration has been issued 
by the Hoyal Ministry of Foreign Affairs, to which declaration the Swiss 
Federal Council has responded in an analogous form. 

Munich, June 30, 1866. 

Royal Ministry of Bavaria, of the Royal Household, and of Foreign 
Affairs : 

[l. s.] Baron v. D. PFORDTEN. 



I. — ^DECLARATION OF ADHESION OF AUSTRIA. 

Declaration of Accession, 

The undersigned, Imperial Royal Minister of the Imperial Household 
and of Foreign Affairs, declares by these presents that with the sover- 
eign authorization of His Imperial, Royal, and Apostolic Majesty, and 
in consideration of Article IX of the Convention, concluded on the 22d 
of August, 1864, at Geneva, by the Governments of Baden, Belgium, Den- 
mark, France, Hesse, the Netherlands, Portugal, Prussia, Sardinia, Spain, 
Switzerland, and Wiirtemberg, relative to the treatment of wounded 
soldiers in armies in the field, that the Government of His Majesty, the 
Eu)X)eror, accedes to the said Convention. 

214 A 8 
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In faith whereof he has signed with own hand the present declara- 
tion, and has had affixed unto it the seal of the Miuistry of Foreign Affairs. 

Vienna, July 21, 1866. 

By the Austrian Minister of the Imperial Household and of Foreign 
Affairs : 

[L. 8.] ALEXANDER, Count l^ENSDORFF POUILLY. 

F. M. 



PERSIA. 



Act of Accession to the Convention of Geneva, signed at Teheran, December 5, 

1874. 

The Swiss Federal Council having communicated to the Imperial Gox- 
emment of Persia the Convention concluded at Geneva, ou the 22d of 
August, 1864, between the Grovemments of Switzerland, Ba'len, Belgium, 
Denmark, Spain, France, Hesse, Italy, the Netherlands, Portugal, Prus- 
sm, and Wiirtemberg, for the amelioration of the wounded in armies in 
the Held, the tenor of which Convention is, word for word, as follows: 

(Text of the Convention.) 

And the Swiss Federal Council, having, in virtue of Article 9 of the 
aforesaid Convention, sent to the Imperial Government of Persia, an in- 
vitation to accede to it. 

The undersigned. Minister of Foreign Affairs of Persia, declares by these 
presents, with the sovereign authorization of His Imperial Majesty, the 
Shah, that the Government of Persia accedes to the said Convention, 
promising to have all its stipulations scrupulously accomplished, without 
infringing it, or allowing it to be infriuged. 

In faith whereof, he has signed the present declarations and has affixed 
thereunto the seal of his arms. 

Done at Teheran, the fifth of December, one thousand eight hundred 
and seventy-four. 

HOUSSEIN. 



SALVADOR. 

Act of Accession to the Cmivention of Geneva, given the 30th of Deceniber, 1874. 

Santiago Gonzalez, President of the Republic of Salvador, considering: 

The Government of the Republic of Salvador having been invited to 
adhere to the Convention of Geneva of the 22d of August, 1864, for the 
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amelioration of the condition of the wounded on battle-fields, and tbeir 
neutrality as understood by this highly humanitarian conyention beiug 
conformable to the x>rinciples of civilization, 

Decrees : 

Article I. The Government of the Republic of Salvador adopts the 
aforesaid Convention. 

Article II. The Minister Plenipotentiary of Salvador to France and 
Belgium will notify this resolution to the Federal Council of Switzerland. 

National Palace, San Salvador, December 30, 1874. 

S. GONZALEZ. 

The Minister of Foreign Affairs : 
M. Briosa. 



MONTENEGRO. 

Act of Accession to the 'Convention of Geneva, signed at Cettign^the^ Novem- 
ber, 1875. 

We, NicuoLAS I, Prince orM5ntenegro and the Berdas, etc., etc., etc. 

Having been autieably invited to accede to the Convention of Geneva 
of the 22d of August, 1864, relative to the amelioration of the condition 
of the wounded in armies of the field, the substance of the principal ar- 
ticles being: 

That the ambulances, military hospitals and personnel of tlie said estab- 
lishments shall be considered as neutral. 

That the said personnel, after the enemy's occupation, shall be allowed 
to continue to attend the wounded under treatment, or to retire to rejoin 
the army to which it belongs. 

That the inhabitants who shall give assistance to the wounded, shall 
be respected and remain free, their house being safeguarded by that very 
fact. 

That soldiers, wounded or sick, shall be sheltered and cared for, to 
whatever natiou tliey belong, and covered by an absolute neutrality. 

And beiug animated with the desii'e to affirm our sympathy for the 
principles of humanity of which this convention is the high and living 
expression. 

Declare Our Adherence to the said Convention and promise to have it 
observed and executed in what concerns Us, and not allow any obstacle 
to interfere with the accomplishment of the international obligations 
resulting thereof. 
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In faith whereof, we have signed the present act of accession with oar 
own hand, and have provided it with onr seal. 
Given at Cettinge the ^l November 1875. 
The Prince of Montenegro and the Berdas : 

NICOLAS. 
The Chief Chancellor of the Principality of Montenegro : 
Radonich. 



8ERVIA. 



Act of Accession to the Convention of Geneva signed at Belgrade, the 24th of 

March, 1876. 

An international Convention for the amelioration of the condition of 
the wounded on battle-fields having been signed at Greneva, the 22d of 
August, 1864, 

The tenor of which Convention is as follows: 

(Text of the Convention.) 

The undersigned, Minister of Foreign Affairs of His Serene Highness 
the Prince of Servia, Milan Obr^novitsch IV, duly authorized to that 
effect, declares by these presents that the princely Government of Servia 
accedes completely to the above-mentioned Convention. 

In faith whereof he has signed the present Act of Accession and has 
apposed thereunto the seal of his chancery. 

Done at Belgrade, the 24th of March, one thousand eight hundred and 
seventy-six. 

G. PAVLOVITCH. 



ADHESION OF BOLIVIA, CHILI AND THE ARGENTINB REPUBLIC TO THE 

CONVENTION OP GENEVA. 

The Federal Council of the Swiss Confederation: 

Considering the declaration dated from Paris, the 16th of October, 
1879, by which His Excellency Mr. Thomas Frias, Envoy Extraordinary 
and Minister Plenipotentiary of Bolivia to Sx>aiu. acting in the name of 
his Government, and availing himself of the faculty reserved in Article 
IX of the International Convention concluded at Geneva the 22d of Aujr- 
nst, 1864, for the amelioration of the condition of wounded soldiers in 
armies. in the field, declares that the Government of the Republic of Bo- 
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livia accedes to this Convention, the tenor of which declaration is as fol- 
lows: 

" The Grovemment of the Hepablic of Bolivia, having taken cognizance 
of the Convention signed at Geneva on the 22d of August, 1864, between 
the Swiss Confederation, His Royal Highness the Grand-Dnke of Baden, 
His Majesty the King of the Belgians, His Majesty the King of Denmark, 
Her Majesty the Quev.n of Spain, His Majesty the Emperor of the French, 
His Royal Highness the Grand-Duke of Hesse, His Majesty the King of 
Italy, His Majesty the King of the Netherlands, His Majesty the King of 
Portugal and the Algarves, His Majesty the King of Prussia, and His 
Majesty the King of WUrtemberg, the tenor of which Convention is as 
follows: 

(Text of the Convention.) 

**The undersigned, Envoy Extraordinary and Minist-er Plenipotentiary 
of Bolivia to the Government of His Majesty the King of Spain, provided 
for that purpose with special powers by the Government of the Republic 
of Bolivia, declai*es by these presents that Bolivia accedes to the above- 
mentioned convention. 

*^In faith whereof he has signed the present declaration and has affixed 
his seal unto it. 

"Paris, the sixteenth of October, one thousand eight hundred and 
seventy-nine (16 October, 1879). 

[L. 8.] "THOMAS FRIAS.'' 

Declares by these presents : 

In virtue of the final regulation of the report on the exchange of ratifi- 
cations of the said Convention, signed at Berne, the 22d of December, 
one thousand eight hundred and sixty-four, it accepts this adhesion, as 
well in the name of the Swiss Confederation, as in that of the other con- 
tracting States, to whom an acknowledgment is hereby given in the 
present declaration. 

In faith whereof, these presents have been signed by the President and 
Chancellor of the Confederation and provided with the seal of the Federal 
Council, at Berne, the twenty-first of October, one thousand eight hun- 
dred and seventy-nine (October 21, 1879). 

In the name of the Swiss Federal Council : 

The President of the Confederation : 

Tl. 8.] HAMMER. 

The Chancellor of the Confederation : 

SCUIESS. 
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The accession of Cliili has been given in the same terms by declaintion 
of His Excellency Mr. A. Blest Gana, Envoy Extraordinary and Minister 
Plenipotentiary of Chili to France, in date of Paris thfe 15th of November, 
1879. It was accepted, also, in the same terms, by the Federal Council 
of the Swiss Confederation at Berne, the 27th of November, 1879. 

The accession of the Argentine Republic has been given, also, in the 
same terms, by declaration of His Excellency, Mr. Balcarce, Envoy Ex- 
traordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary of the Argentine Republic to 
Paris, in date of that city, November 25, 1879. It was accepted, in the 
same terms also, by the Federal Council of the Swiss Confederation at 
Berne, November 29, 1879. 



ADHESION OP PERU TO THE CONVENTION OF GENEVA. 

The Federal Council of the Swiss Confederation : 

Considering the declaration dated from Paris, the 22d of April, 1880, by 
which His Excellency, Mr. Torribio Sanz, Envoy Extraordinary and Min- 
ister Plenipotentiary of Peru to Paris, acting in the name of his Govern- 
ment, and availing himself of the faculty reserved in Article IX of the 
International Convention concluded at Geneva, on the 22d of August, 
1964, for the amelioration of the condition of wounded soldiers in the 
armies in the field, declares that the Government of Peru accedes to this 
Convention. 

The tenor of the declaration is as follows : 

** The Government of Peru, having taken cognizance of the Convention 
signed at Geneva on the 22d of August, 1864, between the Swiss Confed- 
eration, His Royal Highness the Grand Duke of Baden, His Majesty the 
King of the Belgians, etc., etc., for the amelioration of the condition of 
wounded in armies in the field, the tenor of which Convention is as fol- 
lows: 

(Text of the Convention.) 

"The undersigned Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Ple'nipotentiary 
of Peru to the Government of the French Republic, provided for the pur- 
pose, with special powers, declares by these presents that Peru accedes 
to the aforesaid Convention. 

'' In faith whereof, he has signed the present declaration, and has ap- 
posed his seal thereunto. Paris, 22d of April, 1880. 

TORRIBIO SANZ." 



History of the Bed Cross. 119 

Declares by these presents: 

In virtue of the final regulation of the report on the exchange of ratifi- 
cations of the said Convention, signed at Berne the twenty-second of 
December, one thousand eight hundred and sixty-foar, it accepts this ad- 
hesion, as well in the name of the Swiss Confederation as in that of the 
other contracting States, to whom an acknowledgment is hereby given 
by the present declaration : 

In faith whereof, these presents have been signic^ by the Vice-President 
of the Federal Courcil and the Chancellor of the Confederation, and pro- 
vided 'with the Federal seal, at Berne, the 30th of April, one thousand 
eight hundred and eighty (April 30, 1880). 

In the name of the Federal Council : 

The Vice-President : 

ANDERWE^T. 
The Chancellor of the Confederation : 

SCHIESS. 



ADDITIONAL ARTICLES. 

In 1868 the following additional articles were proposed and signed at 
Geneva on behalf of Great Britain, Austria, Baden, Bavaria, Belgium, 
Denmark, France, Italy, Netherlands, North Germany, Sweden and Nor- 
way, Switzerland, Turkey, and Wtirtemberg. 

On July 22, 1870, it was stated by the Swiss Government that all those 
States on whose behalf the original convention had been signed had 
adhered to the additional articles, Rome and Spain excepted, but that 
Russia, whilst agreeing to the additional articles, proposed a supplement 
to Article XIV, with the' view of preventing the abuse to the distinguish- 
ing flag of neutrality ; that it could not be expected that the declarations 
of all the contracting States would be received directly, and consequently 
the final adoption of the additional articles could not take place till a 
more or less distant time ; that the Federal Council of Switzerland had 
proposed to the North German Confederation and to France to recognize 
the Convention of Geneva with the additional articles during the war 
which had just broken out (the Franco-German war) as a modus Vivendi^ 
and that those Powers had readily acceded to the proposal. 

Additional articles to the Convention of Geneva of the 22d August, 1834, siyned 

at Geneva the 20th of October, 1868.* 
The Governments of North Germany, Austria, Baden, Bavaria, Belgium 

* These artiules have been approved of by all tlie signatory States of the Convention 
of 1861, except by the ox-Pontifical States. 



r 
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Denmark, France, Great Britain, Italy, the Netherlands, Sweden and 
Norway, Switzerland, Turkey, and Wiirtemberg, desiring to extend to 
armies on the sea the advantages of the Convention concluded at Geneva 
the 22d of Angnst, 1864, for the amelioration of the condition of woanded 
soldiers in armies in the field, and to farther particnlarize some of the 
stipulations of the said Convention, have named for their conunission- 
ers: 

1. North. Germany : 

Henri dk Kobdbr, Lientenant-General, Envoy Extraordinary and 
Minister Plenipotentiary 6f His Majesty the King of Prnssia and of the 
North Germanic Confederation to the Swiss Confederation, Knight of 
the Red Eagle, second class, etc., etc. 

Frederick Loeffler, Physician in chief of the Array, Professor of 
Military Medicine, Knight of the Order of the Crown, second class, with 
crossed swords, etc., etc. 

Henry Kohler, Naval Captain, Chief of Division at the Ministry of 
the Navy, Knight of the Order of the Crown, third class, etc. 

2. Austria: 

Dr. Jaromir, Baron Mundy, Staff Physician of first class, Commander 
of the Order of His Majesty Emperor Francis Joseph of Austria, King of 
Hungary. 

3. Baden: 

Adolphe Steiner, Chief Staff Physician, Knight of the first class of 
the order of the Lion of Zaehringon, with oak-leaf. 

4. Bavana: 

Theodore Dompiekre, Chief Physician of first class, Knight of the 
order of St. Michael. 

5. Belgium: 

August Visscuers, Councillor of the Council of Mines of Belgium, 
Officer of the order of Leopold. 

6. Denmark: 

John BarthI^lemy GaYfre Galiffe, L. D., Consul of His Majesty tl e 
King of Denmark to the Swiss Confederation, Knight of the order of 
Danebrog and of the order of Saints Maurice and Lazarus. 

7. France: 

August Coup vent pes Bois, Rear Admiral, Commander of the im- 
perial order of the Legion of Honor, etc., etc. 

Henry Eugene Seguxneau de Pr^val, military subcommissioner of 
firbt class, officer of the imperial order of the Legion of Honor, etc., etc. 
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8. Great Britain: 

JoHX Saville Lumley, Envoy Extraordiuary and Minister Plenipo- 
tentiary of Her Britannic Majesty to the Swiss Confederation. 

Hastings Keginald Yelveuton, Rear-Admiral in the service of Her 
Britannic Majesty, Companion of the Order of the Bath. 

9. Italy: 

Felix Baroffio, Physician in Chief, Knight of the order of Saints 
Maurice and Lazarus, of the order of the Crown of Italy. 

Paul Cottkau, Captain of frigate. Knight of the order of Saints 
Maurice and Lazarus, decorated with the silver medal of Military Valor. 

10. The Netherlands: 

YoNKEER Hermann Adrien ean Karnebeck, Vice Admiral, Aid-de- 
camp extraordinary to His Majesty the King of the Netherlands, deco- 
rated with the civil and military orders and the crosses and medals of 
1815, of 1830 of the Netherlands, and of the campaigns of Yava, Grand 
Cross of the military orders of Christ and of Tunis, grand officer of the 
order of Charles the Third of Spain, Commander of the orders of St. Anne 
of Russia, in diamonds, of Leopold of Belgium and of the Falcons of Saxe- 
Weimar, Knight of the Legion of Honor, decorated with the medal of St. 
Helena. 

Bernard Ortuinus Theodore Henri Westenburg, L. D. Council- 
lor of Legation of His Majesty the King of the Netherlands, Commander 
of the Oaken Crown, Grand Commander of the order of St. Michael of 
Bavaria, Knight of the orders of Charles HI of Spain, of the Crown of 
Prussia, of Danebrog, of Denmark, and of Adolphe of Nassau. 

11. Sweden and Norway : 

Ferdinand Nathaniel Staaf, Lieutanant Colonel, military attachd of 
the Legation of Sweden and Norway in Paris, Knight of the royal or- 
ders of the Sword of Sweden and of Saint Olaf of Norway, officer of the 
imperial order of the Legion of Honor, as well of Public Instruction in 
France, Knight of the imperial order of the Iron Crown of Austria^ etc., 
etc. ' * 

12. Switzerland: 

GuiLLAUME Henri Dufour, ex-general in chief of the federal army. 
Grand Cross of the Legion of Honor. 

GusTAVE MoYNiER, President of the International Committee for the 
relief of the wounded, officer of the order of Saints Maurice and Lazarus, 
Knight of first class of the order of the Lion of Zaehriugen, Knight of 
the Orders of the Polar Star and of Our Lady of the Conception of 
Villa-Viscosa, etc., etc. ' 
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Samuel Lehmanx, Federal Colonel, x)by9iciau iu chief of the federal 
army, member of the National Coancil. 

13. Turkey : • 
Husky Effeitdi, Major, military attach^ of Turkey to Paris, dec- 
ora ted with the imperial order of Medjidid of the fifth class. 

14. WUrtenthery : 

Christophe Haiin, Doctor of philosophy and theology, member of the 
central direction for charitable iustitntions, President of the committee 
from Wtirtemberg for the wounded, Knight of the order of Frederic and 
of Saints Maurice and Lazarus. 

Edouard Fichte, M. D., physician in chief of the army of Wiirtem- 
berg and the order of the Crown of Prussia, of third class. 

Who, having been duly authorized to that effect, agreed, under reserve 
of approbation from their Governments, to the followiug dispositions: 

Article I. The persons designated in Artixile II of the Convention 
shall, after the occux^ation by the enemy, continue to fulfil their duties, 
according to their wants, to the sick and wounded in the ambulance or 
the hospital which they serve. When they request to withdraw, the 
commander of the occupying troops shall fix the time of departure, which 
he shall only be allowed to delay for a short time in case of military ne- 
cessity. 

Art. II. Arrangements will have to be made by the belligerent powers 
to ensure to the neutralised person, fallen into the hands of the army of 
the enemy, the entire enjoyment of his salary. 

Art. III. Under the conditions provided for in Articles I and IV of the 
Convention, the name "ambulance" applies to field hospitals and oth- 
er temporary establishments, which follow the troops on the field of bat- 
tle to receive the sick and wounded. 

Art. IV. In conformity with the spirit of Article V of the Convention, 
and to the reservations contained in iho protocol of 1864, it is explained 
that for the appointment of the charges relative to the quartering of 
troops and oT the contributions of war, account only shall be taken iu an 
equitable manner of the charitable zeal displayed by the inhabitants. 

Art. V. In addition to Article VI of the Convention, it is stipulated 
that, with the reservation of officers whose detention might be import- 
ant to the fate of arms and within the limits fixed by the second para- 
graph of that article, the wounded fallen into the hands of the enemy 
shall be se^t back to their country, after they are cured, or sooner if possi- 
ble, on condition, nevertheless, of not again bearing arms, during the con- 
tinuance of the war. 
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Art. VI. The boats which, at their own risk and peril, during and 
after an engagement pick np the shipwrecked or wounded, or which 
having picked them up, convey them on board a neutral or hospital 
ship, shall enjoy, until the accomplishment of their mission, the char- 
acter of neutrality, as far as the circumstances of the engagement and 
the position of the ships engaged will permit. 

The appreciation of these circumstances is entrusted to the humanity 
of all the combatants. The wrecked and wounded thus picked up and 
saved must not serve again during the continuance of the war. 

Art, VII. The religious, medical, and hospital staft* of any captured 
vessel are declared neutral, and, on leaving the ship, may remove the 
articles and surgical instruments which are their private property. 

Art. VIII. The staff designated in the preceding article must con- 
tinue to fultil their functions in the captured ship, assisting in the re- 
moval of wounded made by the victorious party ; they will then be at 
liberty to return to their country, in conformity with the secoud para- 
graph of the first additional article. 

The stipulations of the secoud additional article are applicable to the 
pay and allowance of the staff. 

Art. IX. The military hospital ships remain under martial law in all 
that concerns their stores ; they become the property of the captor, but 
the latter must not divert them from their special appropriation during 
the continuance of the war. 

. The vessels not equipped for fighting, which, during peace, the Gov- 
ernment shall have officially declared to be intended to serve as floating 
hospital ships, shall, however, enjoy during the war complete neutrality, 
both as regards stores, and. also as regards their staff, provided their 
equipment is exclusively appropriated to the special service on which 
they are employed. 

Art. X. Any merchantman, to whatever nation she may belong, 
charged exclusively with removal of sick and wounded, is protected by 
neutrality, but the mere fact, not«d on the ship's books, of the vessel 
having been visited by an enemy's cruiser, re'hders the sick and wounded 
incapable of serving during the continuance of the war. The cruiser 
shall even have the right of putting on board an officer in order to ac- 
company the convoy, and thus verify the good faith of the operation. 

If the merchant ship also carries a cargo, her neutrality will still pro- 
tect it, provided that such cargo is not of a nature to be confiscated by 
the belligerents. 

The belligerents retain the right to interdict neutralised vessels from 
all communication, and from any course which they may deem preju- 
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dicial to the secrecy of their operations. In urgent cases special con- 
ventions may be entered into between commanders-in-chief, in order to 
neutralize temporarily and in a special manner the vessels intended for 
the removal of the sick and wounded. 

Art. XI, Wounded or sick sailors and soldiers, when embarked, to 
whatever nation they may belong, shall be protected and taken care of 
by their captors. 

Their return to their own country is subject to the provisions of Ar- 
ticle VI of the Convention, and of the additional Article Y. 

Art. XII. The distinctive flag to be used with the national flag, in 
order to indicate any vessel or boat which may claim the benefits of 
neutrality, in virtue of the principles of this Convention, is a white flag 
with a red cross. The belligereuts may exercise in this respect any 
mode of verification which they may deem necessary. 

Military hospital ships shall be distinguished by being painted white 
outside, with green strake. 

Art. XIII. The hospital ships which are equipped at the expense of 
the aid societies, recognized by the Governments signing this Conven- 
tion, and which are furnished with a commission emanating from the 
sovereign, who shall have given express authority for their being fitted 
out, and with a certificate from the proper naval authority that they 
have been placed under his control during their fitting out and on their 
final departure, and that they were then appropriated solely to the pur- 
pose of their mission, shall be considered neutral, as well as the whole 
of tbeir staff. They shall bo recognized and protected by the belligerents. 

They shall make themselves known by hoisting, together with their 
national flag, the white flag with a red cross. The distinctive mark of 
their staff^ while performing their duties, shall be an armlet of the same 
colors. 

The outer painting of these hospital ships shall be white, with red 
strake. 

These ships shall bear aid^ind assistance to the wounded and wrecked 
belligerents, without distinction of nationality. 

They must take care not to interfere in any way with the movements 
of the combatants. During and after the battle they must do their duty 
at their own risk and peril. 

The belligerents shall have the right of controlling and visiting them; 
they will be at liberty to refuse their assistance, to order them to depart, 
and to detain them if the exigencies of the case require such a step. 

The wounded and wrecked picked up by these ships cannot be re- 
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claimed by either of the combataDts, and they will be required not to 
serve during the continuance of the war. 

AuTiCLB XIV. — In naval ware any strong presumption that either 
belligerent takes advantage of the benefits of neutrality, with any other 
view than the interest of the sick and wounded, gives to the other bel- 
ligerent, until proof to the contrary, the right of suspending the Con- 
vention, as regards such belligerent. 

Should this presumption become a certainty, notice may be given to 
such belligerent that the Convention is suspended with regard to him 
during the whole continuance of the war. 

Art. XV.^^The present Act shall be drawn up in a single original copy, 
which shall be deposited in the archives of the Swiss Confederation. 

An authentic copy of this Act shall be delivered, with an invitation to 
adhere to it, to each of the signatory Pow.ers of the Convention of the 
22d of August, 1864, as well as to those that have successively acceded 
to it. 

In faith whereof, the undersigned commissaries have drawn up the 
present project of additional articles and have apposed thereunto the 
seals of their arms. 



Von Roedkr. 

F. LOfflkr, 

EOhler. 

Dr. Mundy. 

Steiner. 

Dr. Dompierrb. 

ViSSCHERS. 

J. B. G. Gauffb. 

D. Felice Baroffio. 

Paolo Cottkau. 

H. A. Van Karnebeck. 

Westenrerg. 



F. N. Staaff, 

G, H. DuFOUR. 

G. MOYNIER. 

A. COUPVENT DE8 BOIS. 

H. DE Preval, 
John Saville Lumlby. 
H. R. YelVerton. 
Dr. S. Lehmann. 

HUSNY. 

Dr. C. Hahn, 
Dr. Fichtb. 



While this movement, commenced by President Arthur, 
was being carried forward by the Senate of the United States, 
the following article*was published by the international com- 
mittee of Geneva, in its oflScial " Bulletin '^ of January, 1882:* 

* We publish this in the original for the purpose of showing, in their 
own forcible words, the interest with which the lutematioual Committee 
followed this work. 
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Etats-unis. 

LA CONVENTION DE GENEVE AUX i^TATS-UNIS. 

Les amis de la Croix rouge n'ignorent pas que la liste des ^tats signa- 
taires de la Couvention do Geneve pr<$sente une grave et regrettable la- 
cune. L'une dea Datlous les plus civilis^es da monde, et par consequent 
Tune des mieux pr6par6es h souscrire aux principes de ce traits, les £tats- 
Unis d'Am^rique, pour tout dire,n'y ligurent pas. Leur abstention a 
d'autant plus lieu de surprendre, que les dispositions de la Convention de 
Genfeve n'ont 6t6, en quelque sorte, que la reproduction partielle des o6lh' 
bres ^^Instructions pour les armies am^ricaines," i^dig^es par feu le dr. 
Lieber, adoptees par le president Lincoln 24 avril 1863, et mises en pra- 
tique par les armies du Nord pendant la guerre de secession. De plus, on 
se souvient que le gouvernement de Washington s'^tait fait representor 
d, la Conference diplomatique de Geneve, en 1864, par deux deiegu^s, qui 
assist^rent aux deuats relatifs k la Convention de Geneve, mais sans 6tre 
munis de pouvoirs suffisants pour la signer (Protocol de la stance du 9 
aotLtl864); s'etaient MM. George T. Fogg, ministre des Jltats-Unis k 
Berne, et Charles S. P. Bowles, agent euro[»een de la ** Commission sani- 
taire" d'Amerique. 

On s'attendait alors ce que Tadhesion des £tats-Unis suivrait de pr^s 
cette demarche, mais il n'en fut rien. Neanmoins, dans Pespoir que ce 
resuhat ne se feralt pas trop attendre, une societe de secours se constitua 
h New-York en 1866, lorsque la guerre intestine eut pris fin, pour recueillir 
en quelque sorte Pheritage de la "Commission sanitaire" qui venait de 
rempj^r, avec beaucoup d'edat et pendant pleusieurs annees, le r61e d'une 
veritable societe de la Croix rouge. 

On put croire uq moment que la Conference de Berlin, en 1869, serait 
une circonstance determinante, qui ferait eutrer les £tats-Unis dans le 
COD cert europeen. L'invitation d'assistcr ^ cette conference fut adressee 
au gouvernement, qui la declina avec remerciements " comme n'ayant pas 
pris part k la Convention de Geneve'* (Compte rendu, p. 241); la societe 
dont nous venous de parler y fut egalement conviee, mais ne s'y fit pas 
non plus representor. Cette double absence provoquea une proposition 
appnyee des signatures de trente-huit autres deiegues presents, et adop- 
tee k Punanimite par les membres de la conference. En voici le texte : 

"La conference, arrivee k la fin de ses travaux, exi)rime levif regret 
d'avoir ete privee de Passistance precieuse de deiegues des Jltats-Uuis de 
PAmerique du Nord. Convaincne que la graude et noble nation qui une 
des premiere du monde a rendu d'eniineuts services k la grande oeuvre hu- 
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manitaire, accueillera avec sympatliie les r^altats de ses travaux, la cou- 
fdrence d6s)ire que les protocoles de see 8<Sancc8 soient adrcHsds par son 
president an gouvornement des ^tats-Unis de I'Am^riqiie du Nord, et aux 
divers comit^s de secours qai existent dans ce pays.'' . 

Cette d-marche demeura malheiireusement infructaense. La soci^t^ qui 
avait son si^ge ^ New- York, comprenant que son existence serait irration- 
nelie et sa position fausse tant quelle gouyemement se refuserait k signer 
la convention, finit par se dissondre vers 1872. 

Depuis lors le comity intemationale, qui ne voulait pas d^sesp^rer du 
succ^Sy fit de son c6t6 plusieurs tentatives nouvelles, qui vinrent invaria- 
blement se histoire de la Croix rouge ^tait la, pour prouver que les resis- 
tances les plus tenaces ne sont pas iud^finies, et que tdt ou tard les dispo- 
sitions des gouvernements les plus recalcitrants se modifient sous I'empire 
des circonstances. Combien u'en a-t on pas vu, qui croyait d'abord leur 
adb<Ssion inutile ou ni^uie daugereuse, et quiontdte ameues ^ r^sipisceuce 
h Toccasion de guerres, dans lesquelles leurs armies allaient se trouver ou 
venaient d'etre engag^es, parce qu'ils out compris, d> ce moment- la seule- 
ment, k. quel point leurs craintes ^tJiicnt cbimdriques, ou leur indifference 
f&cbeuse pour leurs ressortissantsf 

Aux fitats-Unis, le temps a fait son ceuvre comme ailleurs, quoiqu** la 
palx y r^gue depuis longtemps. Le cbangement de <lispositioiis qui s'y , 
est produit k regard de la Croix rouge s'est r6\6]6 derui^reiiient, Ic 6 d6- 
cembre 1881, dans le ** Message du president Arthur" lorsde Toaverture 
de la premiere session du 47*"® Cougics. On y lit (p. 9) le passage sni- 
vant : - 

''Dans sa dcmi^re session extraordinaire, le Sdnat a reclame le textc de 
la Convention de Geneve pour les secours aux blesses pendant la guerre. 
J'esp^re que ce fait prouve Pintdrfit que le Sdnat porte k la question, et 
qu'il en rdsultera radb6uion des £tat«-Unis d. ce traitd bumauitairo et 
recomm ami able." 

II semble done que I'ou touclie an port, car Taffaire est serieusoment 
engagde, et ce sera avec une vive joie que nous en enregistrerous le de- 
nouement officiel, qui est depuis si longtemps le but de nos ddsirs. 

Nous ne termiuerons pas ces considerations retrospectives sans dire ce 
que nous savous des causes qui out fait faire receoument un pas decisif k 
la question. 

C'est avant tout k une femme que ce resultat est di]i, et le nom de cette 
femme n'est pas inconnu de nos lecteurs. Nous leur avons parlo, il y a 
dejd. plusieurs annees, de Miss Clara Barton * Tune des beroines de la 

•Bulletin no. 26, avril 187G, t. vii, p. 90, 
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gnerre d'Am^rique, ou elle renonvela lea exploits charitables de Miss 
Nightingale. Elle fat honor^e, k la paix, d'une recompense* nationale, 
puis, se troiivant eu Europe au moment de la guerre franco-allemande, 
elle y vola de nouveau sur les champs de bataille. Rentrde enfin dans 
sa patrie, avec une sautd afiaiblie, elle voulut mettre ce qui lui restalt de 
forces au service de la Croix rouge, et se donna pour t4che de plaider sa 
cause aupr^s des hommes influents du gouvemement am^ricain. Quittant 
son domicile de Dansville, elle passa de longs mois k Washington, s'effor- 
9ant de porter la conviction dans Tesprit du president, des ministres, des 
membres du Congr^s, ^crivant dans les journaux, publiant des brochures, 
pour r^pandre les iddes qu'elle avait k codur de faire triompher. U lui 
fall at beaucoup de perseverance et d'^nerg^e pour ue pas renoncer h son 
projet. car elle attend it longtemps avant de rencontrer un terrain favora- 
ble. Ce ne fut que lors de Tav^nement du president Garfield, qu'elle put 
eutrevoir le succ^s. Elle trouva alors dans le chef de retat uu homme 
qui epousa chaleureusement sa cause, et daus le secretaire d'etat, M. 
Blaine, un auxiliaire aussi zeie que devoue. On a vu, par la citation 
que nous avons empruntee au dernier message presidentiel, que M. Arthur 

*Cette indication n'est pas exacte; de fait, elle est une injustice com- 
mise envers M''^ Barton aussi bien qu'envers le Congr^s americain, et 
elle provient sans doute de faux rapports mis en circulation aux ]^tats- 
Unis. C'est le resultat d'un meseutendu general par rapport aux faits 
et parl^-m^me une erreur qui ne saurait 6tre imputee k un ecrivain 
etranger. Ce que le Congr^s a positivement fait, c'est de passer les re- 
solutions ci-jointes dans les 2 Chambres, et de payer, eu accord avec elles, 
la somme mentionnee, conformement aux coutumes et aux intentions 
qui y sont etablies — 

Une B^solution ayant pour put de pourvoir aux debours provenant de 
rocherches faites dans Viutention de retrouver les soldats egares de I'armee 
des £tats-Unis, ainsi que de la continuation de ces recherches. 

Le 10 Mars 1866. 

" Vu que M"® Clara Barton a, durant la demi^re guerre de rebellion, 
depense des sommes considerables tirees de son propre avoir, ct cela dans 
rintention de decouvrir les soldats egares de I'armee des JStats-Unis, afiu 
de faire parvenir des renseignements h leur parente ; . . . . il a ete lUiolu 
par le Senat et par la Chambre des Representants des £tats-Unis assembles 
en Congres, que la somme de $15,000 lui serai t appropriee. Cette appro- 
priation sera payee par la Tresorerie eu argent non-applique autrement ct 
dans le but de rembourser h M"^ Clara Barton le montant de ses debours 
provenant des recherches faites dans I'intention de retrouver les soldats 
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partage les sentiments et les id^es de son pr6d<5ce88eur an siijet de la Con- 
vention de Geneve, et il n^est gudre admissible qu'il recontre sur ce point 
de I'opposition an sein da Congr5s. Le nom de Miss Barton ne figurora 
probablement pas dans les pieces officielles qui seront le fruit de ses 
labeurs, mais ici, oti nous avons toute liberty pour rendre hommage k son 
d^vouement, nous sommes heureux de pouvoir proclaraer ses titres im- 
p<Srissablcs, h, la gratitude de la Croux rouge. Au nom do Miss Barton, 
nous devons joindre celui de M. !^douard S^ve, qui, apr^s avoir rendu do 
signalds services k la Croix^ rouge dans TAm^rique du sud, alors qu'il 
reprdsentait la Belgique au Chili, a continues h, deployer son activity en 
favour de la mdme cause aux £tats-Unis, depuis qu'il a €t6 appeld aux 
fonctions de consul-g^ndral k Philadelpbie. Ses d-marches out dft ccr- 
tainement contribuer d> rendre le gouvernemont de Washington favorable 
k la Convention de Geneve. 

L^article qui pr^cMe 6tait d6j^ imprim6, lorsque nous avons re^u de 
rinfatigable Miss Barton une nouvelle brochure sur la Croix rouge et la 
convention ! Cet opuscule est destine h initier les Am^ricains aux origines 
et k rhistoire d'une oeuvre qu^ls ne connaisscnt encore qu'imparfaite- 

6gar6s et poor Taider dans la continuation de ces recherches. Les im- 
primis n^cessaires, employes h, la ponrsuite de cette oDUvre, seront dor<S- 
navaut ex6cut<Ss par Timprimeur public." 
Approuv6 le 10 mars 1866. — (Vol. 14, U. S. Statutes at Large, page 350.) 
II n'y a done pas 1^ une recompense pour des services rendus, mais bien 
un remboursement d'argent, d6peus6 par une citoyenne s'occupant en 
personne priv6e des int^r^ts publics, et ceci essentiellement apr^s la clo- 
ture de la guerre le gouvernement en a reconnu Vimportance nationale, 
et a cru de son devoir de rendre de son propre chef, sans soUicitations, k 
M"o Barton Pargent ddpensd par elle. L'acte accompli est le r^sultat tr^s 
juste et tr5s n6cessaire des services rendus par M>>« Barton durant 4 ans, 
et cela volontairement et sans salaire. Elle n'^tait pas durant cette 
campagne une simple garde, mais Tincarnation, pour ainsi dire, d'une 
Commission de Sant6 ind€pendente. Le gouvernement, les soldats, la 
nation ont placiS en elle une implicite confiance, et jamais cette confiance 
no fut trahie. Pas de d^sappointements provenant d'un manque de dis- 
cretion, de sagacite ou d^energie! Nous ne pouvons mentionner compl6- 
tement toute sa valeur. Des allusions insuffisantes doivent servir; mais 
les details, si permis, foumiraient un chapitre intdressant de la vie si 
singrili^re, si originale et si bienfaisante de M"^ Barton. — (L^jEditeur du 
Rapport annuel de la Society am6ricaine de la Croix rouge.) 
214a 9 
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ment, et pour laquolle Tauteur aspire h ^veiller lour int^rdt. On y trouve 

en particulier la confirmation des d^marclies dont nous avons parl^ plus 

haut, et spdclalement le texte de deux lettres adress^es par le comitiS 

international) Tune le 19 aodt 1877, an president Hayes, Tautre le 13 juin 

1881, au secretaire d'etat Blaine. 

La brochure que nous annon^ons a 6t6 publi6e par la " Socidt^ nationale 

am^ricaine de la Croix rouge,'' que nous n'avons pas encore en I'occasion de 

faire connaltre k nos lecteurs. Cette society, fondle depuis peu k Tinsti- 

gation de Miss Barton, et dont la pr^sidence lui a 6t6 donn^e, n'attend 

pour se mettre en relations avec celles des autres pays, que Tadh^sion 

officielle des £tats-Unls k la Convention de Geneve. Nous remettrons 

nous-mdmes k ce moment 1^ d'en parler et de donner les details sur son 

organisation. 

[Translation.] 

United States. 
[Bulletin iNTEftNATiONAL op Januauy, 1882, Pago 41.] 
THE GENEVA CONVENTION IN THE UNITED STATES. 

The friends of the Red Cross are not ignorant that the list of States 
which have signed the Geneva Convention presents a grave and lament- 
able lack. One of the most civilized nations of the world, and conse- 
quently one of the best prepared to subscribe to the principles of this 
treaty, that is to say, the United States of America, docs not appear 
there. Their absence is so much the more surprising because the pro- 
ceedings of the Geneva Convention have only been, in some respects, 
the partial reproduction of the celebrated " Instructions of the Ameri- 
can Army," edited by the late Dr. Lieber, and adopted by President 
Lincoln (April 24, 1863), and put in practice by the armies of the North 
during the war of secession. More than this, it is remembered that the 
Government at Washington had been represented at the Diplomatic 
Conference of Geneva in 1864 by two delegates at the debates relative to 
the Gkjneva Convention, but without being furnished with sufficient power 
to sign it. (Protocol of the session of August 9, 1864.) These were 
Messrs. George J. Fogg, United States Minister at Bern, and Charles S. 
P. Bowles, European Agent of the American Sanitary Commission. 

It was expected, then, that the adhesion of the United States would 
soon follow, but nothing came of it. Nevertheless, in the hope that this 
result would not be too long delayed, an aid society was formed at New 
York in 1866, when the civil war had come to an end, to gather in some 
way the heritage of the Sanitary Commission, which had just filled with 
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much brilliancy, and daring several years, the rSle of a veritable Red 
Gross Society. 

One might have thought that the Berlin Conference in 1869 would be 
a determining circumstance which would induce the United States to 
enter into the European concert. 

The invitation to assist at the conference at Berlin in 1 869 was addressed 
to the Goverment of the United States, which declined it with thanks, as 
not having taken part in the Convention of Geneva. The Society of 
which we have just spoken was in like manner invited, but it also was 
not represented. 

This double absence called out a proposition fix)m M. Hepke, privy 
counsellor of the legation, a proposition, supported by the signatures of 
thirty-eight other delegates present, and adopted unanimously by the 
members of t^o Conference. 

The text of it was as follows : 

" The Conference having arrived at the end of their labors, express a 
lively regret at having been deprived of the precious assistance of the 
-delegates from the United States of North America, convinced that the 
groat and noble nation which, one of the first in the world, has rendered 
eminent services to the great humanitarian work, will welcome with sym- 
pathy the results of their labors, the Conference desiies that the protocols 
of these sessions shall be addressed by their President to the Government 
of the United States of North America, and to the different aid com- 
mittees which exist in that country." 

This step unfortunately remained without results. The society which 
had its seat at New York, comprehending that its existence would be 
Unnatural and its position false so long as the Ggvemment refused to sign 
the convention, finished by dissolving towards the end of 1872. 

Since then, the International Committee, which would not despair of 
success, made upon its part several new attempts, which invariably mot 
with absolute non-attention. Happily the history of the Red Cross was 
there to prove that the most tenacious resistance is not indefinite, and 
that sooner or later the sentiments of the most recalcitrant governments 
are modified under the control of circumstances. How many have we seen 
who at first believed their adhesion useless, or even dangerous, and who 
have been led to repentance on the occurrence of wars in which their 
armies were to be, or had been, engaged, because they comprehended at 
that moment only to what point their fears were chimerical or their indif- 
ference injurious to those depending upon them for protection. 

In the United States time has done its work as elsewhere, though peace 
has long reigned there. The change of sentiment which has been pro- 
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dnced in regard to the Red Cross has revealed itself recently on the 6th 
of December, 1881, in the message of President Arthur at the opening of 
the fourth session of the Forty-seventh Congress. We read there the fol- 
lowing paragraph : 

* 'At its last extra session the Senate demanded the text of the Geneva 
Convention for aiding the wounded in time of war. I hope that this 
fact proves the interest which the Senate feels in the question, and that 
there will result from it, the adhesion of the United States to this humane 
and commendable treaty. '' 

It seems, then, that we touch the port ; the matter is seriously consid- 
ered, and it will be with lively satisfaction that we shall register the re- 
sult which has been so long the end of our desires. 

We will not terminate these retrospective considerations, without tell- 
ing what we know of the causes which have recently led to decisive steps 
in the question. 

It is, above all, to a woman that this result is owing, and the name of 
this woman is not unknown to our readers. We have spoken . to them 
several years ago of Miss Clara Barton, one of the heroines of the Amer- 
ican war, where she reproduced the charitable exploits of Miss Nightin- 
gale ; she was honored at the conclusion of the war with a i atlonal re- 
compense.* 

*This statement is not exact; indeed, it does some injustice as well 
to Miss Barton as to the American Congress, and was doubtless derived 
from misstatements promulgated in the united States, the result of a gen- 
eral misunderstanding of the facts, and an error, of course, unknown to 
a foreign writer. 

Precisely what the Thirty-seventh Congress did was to pass the follow- 
ing joint resolution of both houses, and in accordance with the same to 
pay over to Miss Barton the sum mentioned in it for the uses and pur- 
poses therein set forth : 

March 10, 1866. 

A RESOLUTION providing for expenses incurred in searching for missing soldiers 
of the Army of the United States, and for farther prosecution of the same. 

Whereas Miss Clara Barton has, during the late war of the rebellion, 
expended from her own resources large sums of money in endeavoring 
to discover missing soldiers of the armies of the United States, and in 
communicating intelligence to their relatives: Therefore^, 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Eepresentativea of the United States of 
America in Congress assembled, That the sum of fifteen thousand dollars 



History of the Bed Cross. 133 

Then, being in Europe at the time of the French and German \9ar, she 
again flew to the battle-field. Returning at last to her own country with 
enfeebled health, she determined to give what strength remained to her 
to the service of the' Red Cross, and took for her task to plead its cause 
with the influential men of the American Government. Quitting her 
home at Dansville, she passed long months at Washington to carry con- 
viction to the minds of the President, of his ministers, of members of 
Congress, writing for the journals, publishing pamphlets to spread the 
ideas the triumph of which she had at heart. She had need of much per- 
severance and energy to avoid renouncing her plan, for she waited long 
before finding a favorable opportunity. It was not until the accession 
of President Garfield that she could catch a glimpse of success. She then 
found in the Chief Magistrate of the nation a man who warmly es- 
poused her cause, and in the Secretary of State, Mr. Blaine, an auxiliary 
as zealous as he was devoted. We have seen by the quotation which we 
have borrowed from tbe last Presidential message that Mr. Arthur shares 
the sentiments and ideas of his predecessor on the subject of the Geneva 



be, and the same is hereby, appropriated, out of any moneys in the Treas- 
ury not otherwise appropriated, to reimburse Miss Clara Barton for the 
amount so expended by her, and to aid in the further prosecution of the 
search for missing soldiers ; and the printing necessary to the furtherance 
of the said object shall hereafter be done by the Public Printer. 

Approved March 10, 1866. 

(14 vol. U. S. Statutes at Large, p. 350.) 

This, therefore, was not recompense for services; it was reimburse- 
ment for money expended ; it was money expended by a private citizen 
for public uses, and this, mainly, after the close of the war. The Gov- 
ernment recognized its value to the people, and refunded the money, 
and that without solicitation on Miss Barton's part. 

This work was a fitting, even necessary, result of her four years' volun- 
tary and unpaid services on the field, not as an ordinary nurse, but as a 
sort of independent sanitary commission, whom the Government, the 
soldiers, and the people came at last to implicitly trust, for they never 
found their trust betrayed nor themselves disappointed by any want of 
discretion, sagacity, or energy on her part. It cannot be set forth here, 
it can only be alluded to most briefly. In its details it must form a chap- 
ter in the story of a life singularly original, successful, and beneficent. 
(Annual Report of the American (National) Association of the Red 
Cross.) 
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CoQVontioD, and it ii liardly probable that ho will encounter upon this 
point oppoBition from Congress. 

The name of Miss Barton will probably not figure in the official doc- 
uments which will be the fruit of her labors, but here, where we have 
entire liherty to render homage to her devotion, wo are happy to be able 
to proclaim her imperishable title to the gratitude of the Red Cross. 

To the name of Miss Barton we should join that of M. !£!douard S<Sve, 
who, after having rendered important service to the Red Cross in South 
America, where he represented Belgium to Chili, has continued to use his 
activity in favor of the same cause in the United States since he has been 
called to the position of consul-general at Philadelphia. His efforts have 
certainly contributed to render the Government at Washington favora- 
ble to the Geneva Convention. 

The preceding article was already priuted when we received from tho 
indefatigable Miss Barton a new pamphlet upon the Red Cross and the 
Geneva Convention. This littlo work is destined to initiate tho Americans 
into the origin and history of the work, with which thoy are as yet but 
imperfectly acquainted, and for which it is the aspiration of the author 
to awaken their interest; in particular, we find there the confirmation of 
the steps of which we have spoken above, and especially the text of the 
two letters addressed by the International Committee, one on tho i)th of 
August, 1877, to President Hayes, the other on the 13th of June, to Sec- 
rotary of State Blaine. 

The pamphlet which we have announced has been puhlished hy the 
American National Society of the Red Cross, with which we have not 
yet had occasion to make our readers acquainted. This society, recently 
established at the suggestion of Miss Barton, and of which she has been 
made president, is only waiting for the official adhesion of the United 
States to the Geneva Convention to put itself in relation with the socie- 
ties of other countries. We will wait until then to speak of it and to give 
the details of its organization. 

On the 1st day of March, 1882, the President, by his sig- 
nature, gave the accession of the United States to the Treaty 
of Geneva of August 22, 1864, and also to that of October 
20, 1868, and transmitted to the Senate the following mes- 
sage, declaration, and proposed adoption of the same: 



History of the Red Cross. 135 

Message from the President of the Uniled States, transmitting an accession of 
the United States to the Convention concluded at Geneva on the 22d August, 
1864, between various powers, for the amelioration of the wounded of armies in 
the field, and to the additional articles thereto, signed at Geneva on the 20th 
October, 18G8. 

March 3, 1882.— Read; accession read the first time, referred to the Cominittee on 
Foreign Hehitions, and, together -with the message, oixlered to be printed in confi- 
dence for the use of the Senate. 

March 16, 1882. — Ratified and injunction of secrecy romored therefrom. 

To the Senate of the United States : 

I transmit to tlio Senate, for its action tlieroon, tho accession of the 
United States to the Convention conclnded at Geneva on the 22d August, 
18G4, between various powers, for the amelioration of the wounded of 
armies in the field, and to the additional articles thereto, signed at 
Geneva on the 20th October, 1868. 

CHESTER A. ARTHUR. 

Washington, March 3, 1882. 

Whereas, on the 22d day of August 1864, a convention was concluded 
at Geneva, in Switzerland, between the Grand Duchy of Baden and the 
Swiss Confederation, tho Kingdom of Belgium, tho Kingdom of Denmark, 
the Kingdom of Spain, tho French Empire, the Grand Duchy of Hesse, 
the Kingdom of Italy, the Kingdom of the Netherlands, the Kingdom of 
Portugal, the Kingdom of Prussia, and the Kingdom of WUrtemberg, for 
the amelioration of the wounded in armies in the field, the tenor of which 
convention is as follows: 

The Swiss Confederation ; His Royal Highness the Grand Duke of Baden; 
His Majesty the King of the Belgians; His Majesty the King of Denmark ; 
Her Majesty the Queen of Spain ; His Majesty the Emperor of the French; 
His Roy;Al Highness the Grand Duke of Hesse ; His Majesty the King of 
Italy; His Majesty the King of the Netherlands; His Majesty the King 
of Portugal and of the Algarves; His Majesty the King of Prussia; His 
Majesty the King of Wiirtemberg, being equally animated with the de- 
sire to soften, as much as depends on them, the evils of warfare, to sup- 
press its useless hardships, and improve the fate of wounded soldiers on 
the field of battle, have resolved to conclude a convention to that effect; 
and have named for their plenipotentiaries, viz: 

The Striss Confederation : 
GuiLLAUMU llENKi DuFOUK, Grand Officer of the Imperial Order of the 
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Legion of Honor, General in Chief of the federal army, Member of the 
Council of the States ; 

GusTAVE MoYNiER, President of the International Relief Committee 
for wounded soldiers and of the Geneva Society of Public Utility, and 

S-tVMUEL Leiimanx, federal Colonel, Doctor in Chief of the federal army, 
Member of the National Council ; 

Jlis Royal Highness the Grand Duke of Baden : 

Robert Votz, Knight of the Order of the Lion of Zaohringen, M. D., 
Medical Councillor at the Direction of Medical Affairs, and 

Adolphe Steiner, Knight of the Order of the Lion of Zaehringen, 
Chief Staff Physician ; 

Uis Majesty the King of the Belgians : 

August Vissciiers, Officer of the Order of Leopold, Councillor at the 
Council of Mines ; 

His Majesty the King of Denmark : 

Charles Emile Fenoer, Commander of the Order of Dauebrog, deco- 
rated with the silver cross of the same Order; Grand Cross of the Order 
of Leopold of Belgium, &c., <fcc., His Councillor of State; 

Her Majesty the Qiieen of Spain : 

Don Jos6 Heriberto Garc/a de Quevedo, Gentleman of Her Cham- 
ber on active service. Knight of the Grand Cross of Isabella-the-Catholic, 
Nuraerary Commander of the Order of Charles III, Knight of the first 
class of the Royal and Military Order of St. Ferdinand, Officer of the 
Legion of Honor of France, Her Minister. Resident to the Swiss Confeder- 
ation ; 

His Majesty the Emperor of the French : 

Georges Charles Jagerschmidt, Officer of the Imperial Order of the 
Legion of Honor, Olilicer of the Order of Leopold of Belgium, Knight of 
the Order of the Red Eagle of Prussia of the third class, &c., &c., Sub- 
Director at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs ; 

Hbxri Eug£:ne Seguineau de Pri^val, Knight of the Imperial Order 
of the Legion of Honor, decorated with the Imperial Order of the Medji- 
di6 of fourth class, Knight of the Order of Saints Maurice and Lazarus of 
Italy, &c., <fec., military Sub-Commissioner of first class, and 

Martin FRAN901S Boudier, Officer of the Imperial Order of the Legion 
of Honor, decorated with the Imperial Order of the Medjidid of the fourtli 
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class, decorated with the medal of Military Valor of Italy, &c., &c., 
Doctor in Chief of second class; 

His Royal Highness the Grand Duke of Hesse : 

Charles Augustb BrodrCck, Knight of the Order of Philip the Mag- 
nanimous, of the Order of St. Michael of Bavaria, Officer of the Royal 
Order of the Holy Savior, &c., &c., Chief of Battalion, Statf Officer ; 

His Majesty the King of Italy : 

Jean Capello, Knight of the Order of Saints Maurice and Lazarus, 
His Consul-General to Switzerland, and 

Felix Baroffio, Knight of the Order of Saints Maurice aud Lazarus, 
Doctor in Chief of medical division; 

His Majesty the King of the XelherJnnds : 

Bernard Ortuinus Tueodork Henri Westenbero, Officer of His 
Order of the Crown of Oak, Knight of the Orders of Charles III of Spain, 
of the Crown of Prussia, of Adolphe of Nassau, L. D., His Secretary of 
Legation at Frankfort ; 

His Majesty the King of Portugal and of the Algarces: 

Jos^. Antonio Marques, Knight of the Order of Christ, of Our Lady 
of the Conception of Villa Viciosa, of Saiut Benedict of Aviz, of Leopold 
of Belgium, etc., M. D., Surgeon of Brigade, Sub-Chief to the Department 
of Health at the Ministry of War; 

His Majesty the King of Prmsia : 

Charles Albert de Kamptz, Knight of the Order of the Red Eagle 
of second class, &c., &c., &c., His Envoy Extraordinary and Minister 
Plenipotentiary to the Swiss Confederation, Private Councillor of Lega- 
tion; 

GoDEFROi Frederic Francois Loeffler, Knight of the Order of the 
Red Eagle of third class, etc., etc., M. D. Physician in Chief of the 
fourth Army Corps ; 

Gorges Hermann Jules Ritter, Knight of the Order of the Crown 
of third class, etc., etc., Private Councillor at the Ministry of War; 

His Majesty the King of WUrtemberg : 

CuRiSTOPHE Ulric Hahn, Knight of the Order of Saints Mauricc and 
Lazarus, etc., Doctor of Philosophy and Theology, Member of the Central 
Royal Direction for Charitable Institutions, 
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Who, after liavinj^ exchaugod their powers, and found them in good 
and due form, agreed to the following articles: 

Article I. Ambulances and military hospitals shall be ackuowledged 
to be neuter, and, as such, shall be i)rotected and respected by belliger- 
ents ^o long as any sick or wounded may be therein. 

Such neutrality shall cease if the ambulances or hospitals should be 
held by a military force. 

Art. II. Persons employed in hospitals and ambulances, comprising 
the staff for superintendence, medical service, administration, transport 
of wounded, as well as chaplains, shall participate in the benefit of neu- 
trality whilst so employed and so long as there remain any wounded to 
bring in or to succor. 

Art. Ill, The persons designated in the preceding article may, even 
after occupation by the enemy, continue to fullill their duties in the hos- 
pital or ambulance which they serve, or may withdraw in order to rejoin 
the corps to which they belong. 

Under such circumstances, when these persons shall cease from their 
functions, they shall be delivered by the occupying army to the outposts 
of the enemy. 

Art. IV. As the equipment of military hospitals remains subject to the 
laws of war, persons attached to such hospitals cannot, in withdrawing, 
carry away any articles but such as are their private property. 

Under the same circumstances, an ambulance shall, on the contrary, 
retain its equipment. 

Art. V. Inhabitants of the country who may bring help to the wounded 
shall be respected, and shall remain free. The generals of the belligerent 
Powers shall make it their care to inform the inhabitants of the appeal 
addressed to their humanity, and of the neutrality which will be the 
consequence of it. 

Any wounded man entertained and taken care of in a house shall be 
considered as a protection thereto. Any inhabitant who shall have en- 
tertained wounded men in his house shall bo exempted from the quar- 
tering of troops, as well as from a i)art of the contributions of war which 
may be imposed. 

Art. VI. Wounded or sick soldiers shall be entertained and taken care 
of, to whatever nation they may belong. 

Commanders-in-chief shall have the power to deliver immediately to 
the outposts of the enemy soldiers who have been wounded in an engage- 
ment, when circumstances permit this to be done, and with the consent 
of both parties. 
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Those who are recognized, after their wounds are healed, as incapable 
of serving shall be sent back to their country. 

The others may also be sent back, on condition of not again bearing 
arms during the continuance of the war. 

Evacuations, together with the persons under whose directions they 
take place, shall be protected by an absolute neutrality. 

Art. VII. A distinctive and uniform flag shall be adopted for hospitals, 
ambulances, and evacuations. It must, on every occasion, be accom- 
panied by the national flag. An arm-badge (brassard) shall also be al- 
lowed for individuals neutralized, but the delivery thereof shall be left 
to military authority. 

The flag and the arm-badge shall bear a red cross on a white ground. 

Art. VIII. The details of execution of the present convention shall be 
regulated by the commanders-in-chief of belligerent armies, according 
to the instructions of their respective governments, and in conformity 
with the general principles laid down in this convention. 

Art. IX. The high contracting Powers have agreed to communicate 
the prodont convention to those Governments which have not found it 
convenient to send plenipotentiaries to the International Conference at 
Geneva, with an in vitation to accede thereto ; the protocol is for that 
purpose left open. 

Art. X. The present convention shall be ratified, and the ratifications 
shall be exchanged at Berne in four months, or sooner, if possible. 

In faith whereof the respective Plenipotentiaries have signed it and 
have affixed their seals thereto. 

Done at Geneva, tbe twenty-second day of the month of August, of the 
year one thousand eight hundred and sixty-four. 

[L. S.] G'l G. H. DUFOUR. 
[L. 8.] G. MOYNIER. 

[L. 8.] Dr. Lehmann. 
[l. 8.] Dr. Robert Volz. 
[l. 8.] Steiner. 

[L. 8.] ViSSCHERS. 
[L. 8.] FeNGER. 
[L. 8. "I Y. HERIBERTO GARCfA 
DE QUEVEDO. 

[L. 8.] Ch. Jagerschmidt. 

[L. 8.] 8. DB PREVAL. 

And whereas the several contracting parties to the said Convention 
exchanged the ratifications thereof at Geneva on the 22d day of June, 
18(»5; 



[L. 8.; 


] BOUDIER. 


[L. s.; 


] Broduuck. 


[l. 8.; 


1 Capello. 


[l. 8.; 


1 F. Baroffio. 


[l. a,' 


1 Westenberg. 


[l. 8.; 


Jo86 Antonio Marques. 


[L. 8. 


] De Kamptz. 


Ll. 8.; 


1 LOEFFLER. 


[L. 8/ 


1 Ritter. 


[l. s.; 


1 Dr. Hahn. 
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And whereas the several states hereinafter named have adhered to the 
said Convention in virtue of Article IX thereof, to wit : 

Sweden December 13, 1864. 

Greece January 5-17, 18G5. 

Great Britain February 18, 18C5. 

Mecklenburg-Schweriu March 9, 1865. 

Turkey July 5, 1865. 

Wtirtemberg June 2, 1866. 

Hesse June 22, 1866. 

Bavaria June 30, 1866. 

Austria July 21, 1866. 

Persia December 5, 1874. 

Salvador December 30, 1874. 

Montenegro November 17-29, 1875. 

Servia March 24, 1876. 

Bolivia October 16, 1879. 

Chili November 15,* 1879. 

Argentine Republic November 25, 1879. 

Peru April22,1880. 

And whereas the Swiss Confederation, in virtue of the said Article 
IX of said Convention, has invited the United States of America to 
accede thereto ; 

And whereas on the 20th October, 1868, the following additional arti- 
cles were proposed and signed at Geneva, on behalf of Great Britain, 
Austria, Baden, Belgium, Denmark, France, Italy, Netherlands, North 
Germany, Sweden and Norway, Switzerland, Turkey, and WUrtemberig : 

The governments of North Germany, Austria, Baden, Bavaria, Belgium, 
Denmark, Frapce, Great Britain, Italy, the Netherlands, Sweden and Nor- 
way, Switzerland, Turkey, and Wtirtemberg, desiring to extend to armies 
on the sea the advantages of the Convention concluded at Geneva the 22d 
of August, 1864, for the amelioration of the condition of wounded soldiers in 
armies in the field, and to further particularize some of the stipulations 
of the said Convention, have named for their commissioners : 

1. North Germany : 

Henri de Boeder, Lieutenant-General, Envoy Extraordinary and Min- 
ister Plenipotentiary of His Majesty the King of Prussia and of the North 
Germanic Confederation to the Swiss Confederation, Knight of the Red 
Eagle, second class, etc., etc. 
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Frederic Loeffler, Physician in Chief of the Army, Professor of 
Military Medicine, Knight of the Order of the Crown, second class, with 
crossed swords, etc., etc. • 

Henry KOhler, Naval Captain, Chief of Division at the Ministry of 
the Navy, Knight of the Ordw of the Crown, third class, etc. 

2. Austria : 

Dr. Jaromir, Baron Mundy, Staff Physician of first class, Commander 
of the Order of His Majesty Emperor Francis Joseph of Austria, King of 
Hungary. 

3. Baden : 

Adolphe Steiner, Chief Staff Physician, Knight of the first class of 
the order of the Lion Zachringen, with oak-leaf. 

Theodore Dompierre, Chief Physician of first class, Knight of the 
order of St. MichaeL 

4. Bavaria : 

5. Belgium : 

August Visschers, Councillor of the Council of Minos of Belgium, 
Officer of the Order of Leopold. 

6. Denmark : 

John Barth^lemy GaYfrb Galiffe, L. D.,Con8ulof His Majesty the 
King of Denmark to the Swiss Confederation, Knight of the order of 
Danebrog and of the order of Saint« Maurice and Lazarus. 

7. France: 

August Coupvent des Bois, Rear-Admiral, Commander of the im- 
perial order of the Legion of Honor, etc., etc. 

Henry £ug£:ne Seguineau de PrI^val, military subcommissioner of 
first class, officer of the imperial order of the Legion of Honor, etc., etc. 

8. Chreat Britain: 

John Saville Lumley, Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Pleni- 
potentiary of Her Britannic Majesty to the Swiss Confederation. 

Hastings Reginald Yelverton, Rear- Admiral in the service of Her 
Britannic Majesty, Companion of the Order of the Bath. 

9. Italy: 

Felix Baroffio, Physician in Chief, Knight of the Order of Saints 
Maurice and Lazarus, of the order of the Crown of Italy. 
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Paul Cottrau, Captain of frigate, Kuight of the order of Saints Man- 
rice and Lazarus, decorated with the silver medal of military Valor. 

10. The Netherlands : 

YoNKEER Hermann Adrien van Karnebeck, Vice-Admiral, Aide- 
de-camp, extraordinary to His Majesty the King of the Netherlands, 
decorated with the civil and military orders and the crosses and medals 
of 1815, of 1830 of the Netherlands, and of the campaigns of Yava, Grand 
Cross of the military orders of Christ and of Tunis, grand officer of the 
order of Charles the Third of Spain, Commander of the orders of St. 
Anne of Russia, in diamonds, of Leopold of Belgium and of the Falcon 
of Saxe-Weimar, Knight of the Legion of Honor, decorated with the 
medal of St. Helena. 

Bernard Ortuinus Theodore Henri Westexberg, L. D. Council- 
lor, of Legation of His Majesty the King of the Netherlands, Commander 
of the Oaken Crown, Grand Commander of tlie order of St. Michael of 
Bavaria, Knight of the orders of Charles III of Spain, of the Crown of 
Prussia, of Danebrog, of Denmark, and of Adolphe of Nassau. 

11. Sweden and Norway : 

Ferdinand Nathaniel Staaf, Lieutenant Colonel, military attach^ 
of the Legation of Sweden and .Norway in Paris, Knight of the Royal 
Orders of the Sword of Sweden and of Saint Olaf of Norway, officer of 
the imperial order of the Legion of Honor, as well of Public Instruction 
in France, Knight of the imperial order of the Iron Crown of Austria, 
etc., etc. 

12. Switzerland: 

GuiLLAUMH Henri Dufour, ex-general in chief of the federal army. 
Grand Cross of the Legion of Honor. 

GusTA VE MoYNiER, President of the International Committee for the 
relief of the wounded, officer of the order of Saints Maurice and Lazarus, 
Knight of first class of the Order the Lion of Zaehringen, Knight of the 
Orders of the Polar Star and of Our Lady of the Conception of ViUa- 
Visposa, etc., etc. 

Samuel Leilmann, Federal Colonel, physician in chief of the federal 
army, member of the National Council. 

13. Turkey: 

HusNY Effendi, Major, military attach^ of Turkey to Paris, deco- 
rated with tlie imperial order of Medjidi^ of the iifth class. 
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14. Wurtemherg: 

Christopiie Hahn, Doctor of philosophy and theology, member of the 
central direction for charitable institutions. President of the committee 
from Wllrtemberg for the wounded, Knight of the Order of Frederic and 
of Saints Maurice and Lazarus. 

Edouard Fichtb, M. D., physician in chief of the army of Wiirtem- 
berg and the Order of the Crown of Prussia, of third class; 

Who, having been duly authorized to that effect, agreed, under reserve 
of approbation from their governments, to the following dispositions: 

Article I. The persons designated in Article II of the Convention 
shall, after the occupation by the enemy, continue to fulfil their duties, 
according to their wants, to the sick and wounded in the ambulance or 
the hospital which they serve. When they request to withdraw, the 
commander of the occupying troops shall fix the time of departure, 
which he shall only be allowed to delay for a short time in case of mili- 
tary necessity. 

Art. II. Arrangements will have to be made by the belligerent powers 
to ensure to the neutralized person, fallen into the hands of the army of 
the enemy, the entire enjoyment of his salary. 

Art. III. Under the conditions provided for in Articles I and IV of the 
Convention, the name '^ambulance" applies to field hospitals and other 
temporary establishments, which follow the troops on the field of battle 
to receive the sick and wounded. 

Art. rV. In conformity with the spirit of Article V of the Convention, 
and to the reservations contained in the protocol of 1864, it is explained 
that, for the appointment of the charges relative to the quartering of 
troops, and of the contributions of war, account only shall be taken in 
an equitable manner of the charitable zeal displayed by the inhabitants. 

Art. V. In addition to Article VI of the Convention, it is stipulated 
that, with the reservation of officers whose detention might be important 
to the fate of arms and within the limits fixed by the second paragraph 
of that article, the wounded fallen into the hands of the enemy shall be 
sent back to their country, after they are cured, or sooner if possible, on 
condition, nevertheless, ofnot again bearing arms during the continuance 
of the war. 

Art. VI. The boats which, at their own risk and peril, during and 
after an engagement pick up the shipwrecked or wounded, or which, 
having picked them up, convey them on board a neutral or hospital ship, 
shall enjoy, until the accomplishment of their mission, the character of 



144 History of the Red Cross. 

neutrality, as far as the ciivcamstances of the engagement and the posi- 
tion of the ships engaged will permit. 

The appreciation of these circumstances is intrusted to the humanity 
of all the combatants. The wrecked and wounded thus picked up and 
saved must not serve again during the continuance of the war. 

Art. YII. The religiousi medical, and hospital staff of any captured 
vessel are declared neutral, and, on leaving the ship, may remove the 
articles and surgical instruments which are their private property. 

Art. VIII. The staff designated in the preceding article must continue 
to fulfill their functions in the captured ship, assisting in the removal of 
wounded made by the victorious party ; they will then be at liberty to 
return to their country, in conformity with the second paragraph of the 
first additional article. 

The stipulations of the second additional article are applicable to the 
pay and allowance of the staff. 

Art. IX. The military hospital ships remain under martial law in all 
that concerns their stores ; they become the property of the captor, but 
the latter must not divert them from their special appropriation during 
the continuance of the war. 

The vessels not equipped for fighting, which, during peace, the Govern- 
ment shall have officially declared to be intended to serve as floating 
hospital ships, shall, however, enjoy during the war complete neutrality, 
both as regards stores and also as regards their staff, provided their 
equipment is exclusively appropriated to the special service on which 
they are employed. 

Art.-X. Any merchantman, to whatever nation she may belong, charged 
exclusively with removal of sick and wounded, is protected by neutrality, 
but the mere fact, noted on the ship's books, of the vessel having been 
visited by an enemy's cruiser, renders the sick acd wounded incapable 
of serving during the continuance of the war. The cruiser shall even 
have the right of putting on board an officer in order to accompany the 
convoy, and thus verify the good faith of the operation. 

If the merchant ship also carries a cargo, her neutrality will still pro- 
tect it, provided that such cargo is not of a nature to be confiscated by 
the belligerents. 

The belligerents retain the right to interdict neutralized vessels from all 
communication, and from any course which they may deem prejudicial 
to the secrecy of their operations. In urgent cases special conventions 
may be entered into between commanders-in-chief in order to neutralize 
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temporarily and in a special manner the yessels intended for the removal 
of the sick and woanded. 

Art. XI. Wounded oi^ sick sailors and soldiers, when embarked, to 
whatever nation they may belong, shall be protected and taken care of 
by their captors. 

Their return to their own country is subject to the provisions of Article 
VI of the Convention, and of the additional Article V. 

Art. XII. The distinctive flag to be used with the national flag, in order 
to indicate any vessel or boat which may claim the benefits of neutrality, 
in virtue of the principles of this Convention, is a white flag with a red 
cross. The belligerents may exercise in this respect any mode of verifi- 
cation which they may deem necessary. 

Military hospital ships shall be distinguished by being painted white 
outside, with green strake. 

Art. XIII. The hospital ships which are equipped at the expense of 
the aid societies, recognized by the Governments signing this Conven- 
tion, and which are furnished with a commission emanating from the 
sovereign, who shall have given express authority for their being fitted 
out, and with a certificate from the proper naval authority tliat thejr 
have been placed under his control during their fitting out and on their 
final departure, and that they were then appropriated solely to the pur- 
pose of their mission, shall be considered neutral, as well as the whole of 
their staff. They shall be recognized and protected by the belligerents. 

They shall make themselves known ^y hoisting, together with their 

national flag, the white flag with a red cross. The distinctive mark of 

tlieir stafi^, while performing th'>ir duties, shall be an armlet of the same 

colors. 

The outer painting of these hospital ships shall be white with red 
strake. 

Thesd ships shall bear aid and assistance to the wounded and wrecked 
belligerepts, without distinction of nationality. 

They must take care not to interfere in any way with the movements 
of the combatants^ During and after the battle they must do their duty 
at their own risk and peril. 

The belligerents shall have the right of controlling and visiting them ; 
they will be at liberty to refuse their assistance, to order them to depart 
and to detain them if the exigencies of the case require such a step. 

The wounded and wrecked picked up by these ships cannot be re- 
claimed by either of the combatants, and they will be required not to 
servo during the continuance of the war. 

214a 10 
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Art. XrV. In naval wars any strong presumption that either belliger- 
ent takes advantage of the benefits of neutrality, with any other view 
than the interest of the sick and wounded, gives to the other belligerent, 
until proof of the contrary, the right of suspending the Covention, as re- 
gards such belligerent. 

Should this presumption become a certainty, notice may be given to 
such belligerent that the Convention is suspended with regard to him 
during the whole continuance of the war. 

Abt. XV. The present act shall be drawn up in a single original copy 
which shall be deposited in the archives of the Swiss Confederation. 

An authentic copy of this act shall be delivered, with an invitation to 
adhere to it, to each of the signatory Powers of the Convention of the 
22d of August, 1864, as well as to those that have successively acceded 
to it. 

In faith whereof, the undersigned commissaries have drawn up the 
present project of additional articles and have apposed thereunto the seals 
of their arms. 

Von Koedbr. F. N. Staaff. 

F. LOfflkr. G. H. Dufour. 

KOhler. G. Moynier. 

Dr. MUNDY. A. COUPVENT DES Bois. 

Steiner. H. de Pr^val. 

Dr. DoMPiERRB. John Saville Lumley. 

ViSSCHERS. H. R. Yelverton. 

J. B. G. Galiffb. Dr. S. Lehmann. 

D. FBI.ICB Baroffio. Husny. 

Paolo Cottrau. Dr. C. Hahn. 

H. A. Van Karnebeck. Dr. Fightb. 

Westenberg. 
Now, therefore, 

The President of the United States of America, by and with the ad- 
vice and consent of the Senate, hereby declares that the United States 
accede to the said Convention of the 22d August, 1864, and also accede 
to the said Convention of October 20, 1868. 

Done at Washington this first day of March in the year of our Lord 
one thousand eight hundred and eighty-two, and of the Independence of 
the United States the one hundred and sixth. 
[seal.] CHESTER A. ARTHUR. 

By the President. 
Fred'k T. Frelinghuysen, 

Secretary of State, 
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On March 3, 1882, tho message was read, the proposed acoession was 
read the first time, referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations, and, 
together with the message was ordered to be printed in confidence for 
the use of the Senate. 

On the 16th of March, 1882, the accession was ratified by the Senate 
and the injunction of secrecy was removed. 

The same day the President of the American Association sent by tele- 
gram to President Moynier, of the International Committee at Geneva, 
the glad tidings that the United States had at last joined in the great 
humane work of the world by ratifying the treaties of the Red Cross ; and 
on the 24th of the same month, President Moynier replied as follows : 

CoMiT^ International de Secours aux Militaires Blesses, 

Genhe, le 24 mars, 1882. 
Miss Clara Barton, 

Fr^sidente de VAaaociation Amiricaine de la Croix rouge, Washington: 
Mademoiselle : J^ai enfin re^u le 17 courant votre pr^cieux t^l^gramme. 
J'ai attendu, pour y i^pondre, d'avoir pu le communiquer ^ mes collogues 
du comitd international, enfin de pouvoir vous en remercier au nom de 
tons et vous dire la joie qne tons en ont ressentle. Vous devez Stre heureuse 
et fi^re vous-m6me d'avoir enfin atteint votre but, gr&ce h nne perseve- 
rance h toute 6preuve. Veuillez, si vous en tronvez Voccasion, 6tre aupr^s 
de monsieur le president Arthur notre interpr^te pour lui adresser nos 
chaudes felicitations. Je pense que votre gouvemement va notifier sans 
retard sa decision au Conseil Federal Suisse, lequel la portera k la con- 
naissance des autres etats signataires de la Croix rouge. Ce n'est que 
lorsque cette forinalitd aura 6t6 remplie que nous pourrons nous occuper 
de r^gulariser officiellement la position Internationale de votre society. 
Nous nous sommes cependant occup^s dejj!fc de la circnlaire quo nous 
adresserons pour cela h toutes les soci6tes de la Croix rouge, et, h ce 
snjet, nous avons trouvd n^cessaire d^fitre prealablement en possession 
d^un document, qui .atteste que votre soci6t6 a atteint le deuxi^me de 
ses buts, c'est-5.-dire, qu'elle a 6i6 reconnne par le gouvemement amdri- 
cain ; il importe en effot quo nous puissions certifier que votre gouveme- 
ment est dispose h accepter vos services en cas de guerre, qu'il entretien- 
dra volontiers des relations avec vous, et favorisera la centralisation entre 
vos mains de tons les secours yolontaires. Nous ne doutons pas que vous 
obteniez sans peine des autorites competentes une declaration officielle 
dans ce sens, et nous pensons qne vous n'aurez pour cela qu'une simple 
formalite h remplir, mais nous y attachons une grandc importance pour 
couvrir notre responsabilite, surtout en presence des pretentions de soci- 
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^t^s rivales qui s'adresseraient h, uoas. C'est votre sooi^t6, et non one 
antre, que nous voulons patronner, parce qu'elle nous inspire toute con- 
fiance, et nous serious mal places pour cela si vous n'obteiiiez pas pour 
elle une position privil6gi6e, par une reconnaissance formelle de I'fitat. 

Nous esp^rons que vous appr^cierez les motifs de prudence qui nous 
guideut dans cette circonstance^ et que vous pourrez nous mettre pro- 
chainement en mesure d'agir. 

D^sireux de vous t^moigner sa gratitude pour les services que vous avez 
d^j^ rendus h, la Croix rouge, le comity a d^cid^ de vous offrir un exem- 
plaire de la m^daiile qu'un graveur hollandais a fait frapper, en 1870, en 
rhonneur de la Croix rouge. II vous sera exp^di^ an premier jour. 
C'est un objet de bien pen de valeur assur^ment, mais nous ne disposons 
pas d'un autre moyen pour r^compeuser nos auxiliaires les plus m^ritants. 
Veuillez n'y voir qu^un simple memorial, et la preuve de nos sentiments 
d'estime et de reconnaissance. 

Agr^ez, Mademoiselle, I'assurance de mes sentiments distingu6s. 

G. MOYNIER, 

President, 

[Translation.] 

Geneva, March 24, 1882. 
Miss Claba Barton, 

President of the Amcncan Society of the Bed Cross : 

Mademoiselle : At last, on the 17tli instant, 1 received your glorious 
telegram. I delayed replying to it in order to communicate its contents 
to my colleagues of the International Committee, so as to be able to thank 
you in the name of all of us and to tell you of the joy it gives us. You 
must feel happy, too, and proud to have at last attained your object, 
thanks to a perseverance and a zeal which surmounted every obstacle. 

Please, if opportunity ofi:ers, to be our interpreter with President 
Arthur and present him our warmest congratulations. 

I suppose our Government will now notify the. Swiss Federal Council 
of its decision in the matter, and the latter will then inform the other 
Powers which have signed the Red Cross Treaty. 

Only after this formality shall have been complied with can we occupy 
ourselves with fixing the official international status of your society. We 
have, however, already considered the circular which we intend to ad- 
dress to all the societies of the Red Cross, and with regard thereto we 
have found that it will be necessary for us as a preliminary measure to 
be furnished with a document certifying that your society has attained 
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tlio second of its objects, i. e., that it lias beou (officially) recognized by 
the American Government. 

It is important that we be able to certify that your Govemmeut is pre- 
pared to accept your services in case of war; that it will readily enter 
into co-operation with you and will encourage the centralization under 
yoitr direction of aU the voluntary aid. We have no doubt that you will 
readily obtain from the competent authorities an official declaration to 
that effect, and wo believe that this matter will be merely a formality, 
but we attach the greatest importance to the fact in order to cover our 
responsibility, especially in view of the pretensions of rival societies which 
might claim to be acknowledged by us. 

It is your society alone and none other that we will patronize, because 
it Inspires us with confidence and we would be placed in a false position 
if you failed to obtain for it a privileged position by a formal recogni- 
zance of the Government. 

We hope that you will appreciate the motives of caution, which guide 
us in this matter, and that you may soon enable us to act in the premises. 

Wishing to testify to you its gratitude for the services you have already 
rendered to the Red Cross, the committee decided to offer to you one of 
the medals which a German engraver caused to be struck off' in 1870 in 
honor of the Red Cross. It will be sent to you in a few days. It is of 
"very small intrinsic value indeed, but such as it is, we have no other 
means of recompensing the most meritorious of our assistants. Please to 
regard it only as a simple memorial, and as a proof of the esteem and 
gratitude we feel for you. 

Accept, Mademoiselle, the assurance of my most distinguished senti- 
ments, 

G. MOYNIER, 

President, 

The requirements contained in the foregoing letter in re- 
gard to the recognition of the American Association of the 
Ked Cross were fully and generously complied with by the 
various branches of the Government of the United States, 
and the documents conveying that recognition were trans- 
mitted by the Hon. Secretary of State to the American con- 
sul at Geneva, with instructions to deliver them to the In- 
ternational Committee. 
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During this same mouth (July, 1882) the International Bul- 
letin published in its regular issue the exchange of ratifica- 
tions of the Treaty of Geneva which had taken place at Berne, 
which were as follows : 

]Stat8-Unis, Bulletin Intkhnatioxal, Juillet 1882. 

adhesion des ^tats-unis a la convention de genfevk. 

[Pidcos ofliciellcs.] 
I. 

A Sou Excelleuco Mousieur le Ministuk Des Affaires fiTHANGfsiiEs 

DE : 

Bekne, le 9-17 juin 1882. 

Excellence : Nous avous Phouiieur do trail smettro sous co pU h V. E. 
une declaration (lat6o de ce jour, par laquelle uous avous accepts, annom 
de tous les iStats qui out 8igu6 la couveution concluo i\ GeuJbve le 22 aoflt 
1864, pour I'auKSlioratiou du sort des niilitaires l)less6s daus les armies en 
campagne, ou qui y out adli6r6 depuis Taccossiou des Etats-Unis do 
TAm^rique du Nord h cette couventiau. 

L'^cbauge des ratifications des articles additlonucls du 20 octobre 18G3, 
auxquels les fitats-Unis out (Sgalenieut adli<$r6, n'ayaut i)as encore pu 
avoir lieu, ces articles ne sauraient 6tre consid<Sr6s comme un traitd en 
vigueur, et nous devous en cousdqueucc nous borner b, vous donner cou- 
naissance de cette adb6sion. 

Nous saisissous cette occasion pour rcnouvcler a V. E. les assurances 
de notre baute consideration. 

An nom du Con sell Federal Suisse, 

Le president de la Confederation : 

BAVIER. 

Le Cbancelier de la Confederation : 

RINGIER. 

II. 

le CONSEIL Fl^:DftUAL DE LA CONFKDKRATION SUISSE. 

Vu la declaration, datee de Wasbiugtoii le 1*^^ mars 1882, par laquello 
S. E. Monsieur le pi-e.-sidcnt dcsl^tats-Unisde rAuierique du Nord, faisant 
usage de la facnlte rescrvec a Particle U de la Convent ion iiitornationab' 
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conclue h Geneve le 22 aotLt 1864 pour raiu61ioration du sort dcs militaires 
blessds daus les armdes en campagne, ddclare queles iStats-Uuis accedent 
^cette convention, ainsi qu'aux articles additionnels k la dito convention, 
tels qu'ils ont 6t6 stipules h Geneve le 20 octobre 1868. 

Declaration dout la teneur suit: 

(See text in the original, — page.) 

Declare par les prcseniea : En vertu de la disposition finale du procbs- 
verbal d^i^cbauge des ratifications de la dite conveutioD, signd b, Berne le 
vingt-deux d<Scenibre mil-huit cent soixante-quatre, accepter cette adhe- 
sion, tant an uom de la Confederation Suisse qu'en celui des autres etats 
contractants, auxquels acte en est donne par la presente declaration. 

En foi de quoi, les presentes ont ete siguees par le president et le chan- 
celier de la confederation, et munies du sceau du conseil federal ta Berne, 
le neuf juin mil huit-cent quatre vingt-deux (9 juin 1882). 

An nom du Conseil Federal Suisse, 

Le President de la Confederation : 

BAVIER. 

Le Chancelier de la Confederation : 

RINGIER. 

[Translation.] 

UNITED States [Bulletin, July, 1882, p. 133]. 

ADHESION OF THE UNITED STATES TO THE GENEVA CONVENTION. 

[Official documents. 1 

To His Excellency Monsieur the Minister for Foreign Affairs 

OF : 

Excellency: We have the honor to transmit inclosed to your excel- 
lency a declaration dated this day, by which we have accepted in the 
name of all the states which have signed the convention concluded at 
Geneva the 22d of August, 1864, for the amelioration of the condition of 
wounded soldiers in armies in the field, or which have adhered to it 
since, the accession of the United States of North America to this Con- 
vention. 

The exchange of the ratifications of the additional articles of October 
20, 1868, to which the United States have in like manner given adhe- 
sion, not yet having taken place, these articles should not be under- 
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stood as GODsidcrcd to be a treaty in full force, and conseqiioutly wo 
luast limit ourselves to informing you of that adhesion. 

We take this occasion to renew to your excellency the assurances of 
onr high consideration. 

In the name of the Swiss Federal Council. 

The President of tha Confederation : 

BAVIEK. 
The Chancellor of the Confederation: 

KiNGIBR. 

[bulletin, July, 1882, p. 134.] 
II. 

The Federal Council of the Swiss Confederation, in view of the dec- 
laration dated at Washington, March 1, 1882, by which his excellency 
the President of the United States of North America, making use of the 
right reserved by article 9 of the International Convention concluded 
at Geneva, August 22, 1864, for the amelioration of the condition of 
wounded soldiers of armies in the field, declares that the United States 
accede to this convention, as well as to the additional articles of said con- 
vention, in the form set forth at Geneva, October 20, 1868, by declara- 
tion of the following tenor, to wit : 

(See text in the original.) 

Declares by these presents, in virtue of the final arrangement of the offi- 
cial minutes of the exchange of ratifications of that convention, signed 
at Berne, December 22, 1864, the acceptance of this adhesion, as well in 
the name of the Swiss Confederation as in that of the other contracting 
states, to whose action in the premises validity is given by the present 
declaration. 

In testimony whereof, these presents have been signed by the Presi- 
dent and the Chancellor of the Confederation, and sealed with the seals 
of the Federal Council, at Berne, the ninth day of June^ one thousand 
eight hundred and eighty-two (9th June, 1882). 

In the name of the Swiss Federal ConnciL 

The President of the Confederation : 

BAVIER. 

The Chancellor of the Confederation : 

RiNGIBR. 



► 
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On the 26th of this same menth, July, 1882, the following 
proclamation was issued by the President: 

By the President of the United States of America: 

A PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas, on the 22d clay of August, 1864, a convfintion was concluded 
at Geneva, in Switzerland, between the Grand Duchy of Baden and the 
Swiss Confederation, the Kingdom of Belgium, the Kingdom of Denmark, 
the Kingdom of Spain, the French Empire, the Grand Duchy of Hesse, 
the Kingdom of Italy, the Kingdom of the Netherlands, the Kingdom of 
Portugal, the Kingdom of Prussia, and the Kingdom of Wttrtemberg, for 
the amelioration of the wounded in armies in the field, the tenor of which 
convention is hereinafter subjoined; 

And whereas the several contracting parties to the said Convention 
exchanged the ratifications thereof at Geneva on the 22d day of June, 
1865; 

And whereas the several states hereinafter named have adhered to the 
said Convention in virtue of Article IX thereof, to wit : 

Sweden December 13, 1864. 

Greece January 5-17, 1865. 

Great Britain February 18, 1865. 

Mecklenburg-Schwerin March 9, 1865. 

Turkey July 5, 1865. 

WUrtemberg June 2, 1866. 

Hesse June 22, 1866. 

Bavaria June 30, 1866. 

Austria July 21, 1866. 

Persia • December 5, 1874. 

Salvador December 30, 1874. 

Montenegro November 17-29, 1875. 

Servia March 24, 1876. 

Bolivia October 16, 1879. 

Chili November 15, 1879. 

Argentine Republic .November 25, 1879. 

Peru April 22, 1880. 

And whereas the Swiss Confederation, in virtue of the said Article IX 
of said Convention, has invited the United States of America to accede 
thereto ; ' ' 
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And whereas on the 20th October, 1668, the following additional ar- 
ticles were proposed and sip^ied at Geneva, on behalf of Great Britain, 
Austria, Baden, Bavaria, Belgium, Denmark, France, Italy, Netherlands, 
North Germany, Sweden and Norway, Switzerland, Turkey, and Wiir- 
temberg, the tenor of which additional articles is hereinafter subjoined ;** 

And whereas the President of the United States of America, by and 
with the advice and consent of the Senate, did, on the first day of March, 
one thousand eight hundred and eighty two, declare that the United 
States accede to the said Convention of the 22d of August, 1864, and also 
accede to the said Convention of October 20, 1868 j 

And whereas, on the ninth day of June, one thousand eight hundred 
and eighty-two, the Federal Council of the Swiss Confederation, in virtue 
of the final provision of a certain minute of the exchange of the ratifica- 
tions of the said Convention at Berne, December 22, 1864, did, by a for- 
mal declaration, accept the said adhesion of the United States of America, 
as well in the name of the Swiss Confederation as in that of the other 
contracting states ; 

And whereas, furthermore, the Government of the Swiss Confederation 
has informed the Government of the United States that the exchange of 
the ratifications of the aforesaid additional articles of the 22d October, 
1868, to which the United States of America have, in like manner, ad- 
hered as aforesaid, has not yet taken place between the contracting 
parties, and that these articles cannot be regarded as a treaty in full 
force and effect : 

Now, therefore, be it known that I, Chester A. Arthur, President of the 
United States of America, have caused the said Convention of August 
22, 1864, to be made public, to the end that the same and every article 
and clause thereof may be observed and fulfilled with good faith by the 
United States and the citizens thereof; reserving, however, the promulga- 
tion of the hereinbefore mentioned additional art iclcs of October 20, 1868, 
notwithstanding the accession of the United States of America thereto, 
until the exchange of the ratifications thereof between the several con- 
tracting states shall have been t^fiocted, and the said additional articles 
shall have acquired full forc<^ and eiVt'ct as an international treaty. 

In witness whenM)f 1 have lu^reunto H4»t my hand, and caused the seal 
of the United States to be atllxed. 

Done at the city of WiiHliin^ton, Miis tweiHy-Hixtliday of July, in the 



Sec Artiules ofC'Onvontion on page 






History of the Red Cross. 155 

year of onr Lord one thonsand eight bnudred and eighty-two, and of the 
Independence of the United States the one hundred and seventh. 

[L.8.] CHESTER A. ARTHUR. 

By the President : 

FrED'K T. FllEIJNGUUYflKN, 

Scci*etary of State. 



United States of America, Department of State, to all to whom these 

presents shall come, greeting: 

I certify that the foregoing is a true copy of the original on file in the 
Department of State. 

In testimony whereof I, John Davis, Acting Secretary of State of the 
United States, have hereunto subscribed my name and caused the seal 
of the Department of State to be affixed. 

Done at the city of Washington, this 9th day of August, A. D. 1882, 
and of the Independence of the United States of America the OQe hundred 
and seventh. 

[L. 8. ] JOHN DAVIS. 

Thus was the American Association of the Eed Cross wel- 
comed into the fellowship of kindred associations in thirty- 
one other nations, the most prosperous and civilized on the 
globe, its position assured, and its future course made simple, 
direct, and untroubled. 

The Official Bulletin of the International Committee also 
hailed the accession of the United States to the treaty in an 
article of characteristic caution, and of great significance. 
In that article the distinction was carefully pointed out be- 
tween that which had already been fully agreed to, and had 
become invested with all the force and solemnity of interna- 
tional treaties, and the proposed treaty, which had been 
drawn up aud considered with a view to ultimate adoption. 
This proposed treaty had received the sanction and sigua- 



156 History of the Bed Cross. 

tare of the International Committee at Geneva without ever 
having been formally adopted by any nation. The United 
States had, at the same moment, adopted both, thus becom- 
ing the thirty second nation to adhere to the treaty of August 
22, 1864, and the first to adopt that of October 20, 1868.» 
We quote the entire article : 

fiTATS-UNIS. 

ADHESION DES l^TATS-UNIS A LA CONVENTION DE GENEVE. 

Nous r6f6raDt h Particle ins^r^ dans notre pr6c6dent BuHetin (p. 42), 
nous sommes houreux de pouvoir annoncer que I'acte d'adb6sion, qne nons 
pressentions, a 6t6 sign^ h Washington le 16 mars, ^ la suite d'un vote par 
lequel les membres du S^nat Tout approuv^ b, Punaniant6. Nos lecteurs 
seront sans doute surpris, comme nous, qu'apr^s la longue et syst^matique 
r^sistance^u gouvernement des iStats-Unis pour se rallier h la Convention 
de Geneve, il ne se soit pas trouv6 dans la legislature am6ricalne, lorsquo 
la question a ^t^ port6e devant elle, un seul repr^sentant de Topposition. 
IJn revirement d'opinion aussi complet ne pent s'expliquer, que si Pon 

* Of this proposed treaty of October 20, 1868, the 9th article was as 
follows : 

Art. IX. The military hospital ships remain under martial law in all 
that concerns their stores; they become the property of the captor, but 
the latter must not divert them from their special appropriation during 
the continuance of the war. 

*[I%e vesseU not equipped for fighting , which, during peace, the Government 
shall have officially declared to he intended to serve as floating hospital ships, 
shall, hoivever, enjoy during the war complete neutrality, both as regards stores, 
and also as regards their staff, provided their equipment is exclusively appro- 
priated to the special service on which they are employed,'] 

* In the published English text, from which this version of the Additional Articles is 
taken, the paragraph thus marked in brackets appears in continuation of Article IX. 
It is not, however, found in the original French text adopted by the Geneva conference, 
October 20, 1868. 

By an instruction sent to the ITnited States minister at Berne, Janaary 20, 1883, the 
right is reserved to omit this paragraph from the English -text, and to make any other 
necessary corrections, if at any time hereafter the Additional Articles shall bo com- 
pleted by the exchange of the ratifications hereof between the several signatory and 
adhering powers. 
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admet qne lea chefs de la nation avaient noorri Jusqu'd present des pr6- 
Jng^ h regard de la Convention de Oen^ve, pr^jug^s qui se sont ^va- 
nouis le jour oil ils ont bien compris ce quo Ton attendait d'eux, et re- 
coubu qu'il n'y avait 1^ rien do compromettant pour la politique de leur 
pays. 

Dans lour zMe do ndopby tes, ils ont ni6me d^pass^ le but, car ils ontj Yot6 
leur adhesion, non-soulemeut h la convention du 22 aodt 1864, mais encore 
an projet d'articles additiounels du 20 octobre 1868, qui n'dtait pas on 
cause puisquMl u'a jamais eu force de loi. Nous ne donnous du moins 
cette nouvelle que sous toute reserve, car nous avons re^u k son sujet des 
renseiguements coutradictoires. Si ce vice de forme se trouve dans la 
pi^ce officielle qui sera envoyde au Conseil F6d6ral Suisse, on pent craindre 
qu'il ne retarde la conclusion tant d6sir6e do cette importante affaire, 
mais il ne £audra pas trop lo regret ter, puisqu'il aura permis de connaltre 
I'opinion de la grande r6publique transatlantique, sur les questions mari- 
times relatives h la Croix rouge. 

[Translation.] 

United States International Bulletin for April—No. 50, p. 92. 

ADHESION OF THE UNITED STATES TO THE CONVENTION OF GENEVA. 

Referring to the article inserted in our preceding Bulletin^ p. 42, we are 
happy to be able to announce that the act of adhesion which we presented 
was signed at Washington the 16th of March, in pursuance of a vote by 
which the members of the Senate gave their approval wifch unanimity. 
Our readers will doubtless be surprised, as we are, that after the long 
and systematic resistance of the Government of the United States against 
rallying to the Convention of Geneva, there cannot be found in the Amer- 
ican legislature a single representative of the opposition. So complete 
a reversal of opinion cannot be explained, unless we admit that the chief 
officers of the nation had cherished, up to the present time, prejudices in 
regard to the Convention of Geneva — ^prejudices which vanished as soon 
as they fully comprehended what was expected of them, and recognized 
that there was nothing compromising in it to the political condition of 
their country. 

With the zeal of new converts, they have even gone beyond the mark, 
inasmuch as they have voted their adhesion not only to the convention 
of the 22d of August, 1864, but also to the plan of Additional Articles of 
the 20th of October, 1868, which was not the matter in question, since 
that had never had the force of law ; we give this news only under every 
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reserve, because we have raceivcd contradictory iuformation on the sub- 
ject. If this defect in form is found in the official document which will 
be sent to the Swiss Federal Council one could fear it might retard the 
so much desired conclusion of this important affair, but it need not be 
too much regretted, since it will enable us to understand the opinion of 
the great Transatlantic Republic upon maritime questions as thoy relate 
to the Eed Cross. 

The action of the United States, mentioned in this article, 
was perhaps somewhat characteristic. It seemed to give 
itself to the movement of the Ked Cross with a gracious 
earnestness seldom seen in the cautious forms of diplomatic 
action, and it certainly was in very decided contrast with its 
former hesitancy. 

No doubt could now rest in any mind that the adhesion of 
the United States was, at last, hearty and sincere, and cal- 
culated to allay any distrust which its former isolation and 
declination of the treaty might have anywhere engendered. 

This action of the Government of the United States also 
rendered the position of the National Association exception- 
ally satisfactory, and introduced it to the International Com- 
mittee at Geneva and all the afaiiated societies under cir- 
cumstances calculated to promote in the greatest degree its 
usefulness and harmony, and to add to the gratification of 
all who personally have any part in the operations of the 
American Association. 

For all this it is indebted to the judicious and thoughtful 
care and exalted statesmanship of the President of the 
United States, his cabinet and advisers, and the members of 
the Forty-seventh Congress, who, without one breath of 
criticism, or one moment of delay, after they came to fully 
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understand the subject and comprehend its purposes and 
object, granted all that was then asked of them, in the ad- 
hesion to the treaties, in the recognition of the l^ational As- 
sociation, and the provisions for printing and disseminating 
a knowledge of its principles and practical work. 

Perhaps no act of this age or country has reflected more 
credit abroad upon those specially active in it, than this 
simple and Ueneficent measure. It must, in its great and 
humane principles, its far-reaching philanthropy, its inno- 
vations upon the long established and accepted customs and 
rules of barbaric cruelty, its wise practical charity, stand 
forever next to the immortal proclamation of freedom to 
the slaves that crowns the name of Abraham Lincoln. 

The special thanks of this association are peculiarly due 
to those who have been its active, wise, and unwavering 
friends, who have planned its course so truly, and set forth 
its purposes so clearly, that it will hereafter be misunder- 
stood only by those who are unwilling to learn, or who are 
actively hostile to its beneficent aims. 

Perhaps at the risk of seeming invidious — for we would by 
no means ignore, and have no less gratitude for the legion 
of generous helpers we cannot name — ^we might state that 
among those who have been foremost to aid and encourage 
us have been the Hon. Omar D. Conger, of Michigan, who 
first in the House, and afterwards in the Senate, has been 
conspicuous for persistent and courageous work; also Hon. 
William Windom, of Minnesota, chairman of the Committee 
on Foreign Affairs, who was first to investigate and take the 
matter up as a member of President Garfield's cabinet; 
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Senator E. G. Lapham, of New York, who has spared nei- 
ther time nor thought, patience nor labor, in his legal in- 
vestigations of the whole matter ; and probably no person 
has done more than he to throw light npon obscure parts 
and point out the true and i)roper course to be pursued in 
the accomplishment of the work, and the acceptance of the 
treaty. Senators Morgan of Alabama, Edmunds of Ver- 
mont, Hawley of Connecticut, Anthony of Ehode Island, 
Hoar of Massachusetts, all accorded to it their willing in- 
terest and aid. Indeed, all sections and j)arties have seemed 
eager to help this association in its beginnings ; a result that 
might perhaps have been anticipated since it asks only an 
opportunity to faithfully work, according to methods ap- 
proved by thoughtful experience, and towards ends that all 
humane persons must approve. 

To the American newspaper press, and perhaps to .the 
'New York Herald, more than to any other one newspaper, 
through its international character, wonderful enterprise, 
and far-reaching circulation, this association is indebted for 
timely aid, and noble furtherance of its objects and aims. It 
has been quick to discern their substantial character, and 
generous and full in commending them. Still, the same dif- 
ficulty confronts us in regard to publications as persons — 
where all have been so willing it is difficult to distinguish. 
Not less than three hundred periodicals and papers have, 
within the last two years, laid upon our desk their graceful 
tribute of encouraging and fitly spoken words, and it has 
been given as the estimate of an experienced city editor, 
gathered through his exchanges, that over five hundred edi- 
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tonal notices were given of our little Ked Cross book of last 
year, and these, invariably, so far as met our eyes, kindly 
approving and encouraging. The capacity of this association 
to carry on most wisely and w^ell its beneficent work must 
in the future, as it has done in the past, depend largely upon 
the active and cordial co-operation of the newspaper press; 
and the association does not doubt that it will continue to 
receive the same prompt and ef&cient assistance so long as 
it shall continue to deserve it. By the combined assistance 
of all these powerful friends of the Eed Cross the country 
has at last been rescued from the position in which it had 
been standing for the last seventeen years; a puzzling won- 
der to its admiring friends — a baffling enigma to all; treat- 
ing its enemies subdued with romantic generosity; and its 
enemies taken captive in war with all the tenderness of friends ; 
and yet, clinging, apparently with intense fierceness, to 
an unsocial isolation, to savage rules and regulations of war, 
that only barbarians would ever wish to practice — ^pouring 
out it« beneficence in astonishing prodigality, and in untold 
volume, variety, and value upon strangers, and yet seem- 
ingly hesitating only when it was proposed, by international 
law and system, to use and not waste its magnificent volun- 
tary offerings, but to intrust them all to responsible agents, 
trained in the very torrent and tempest of war, to wisely ap- 
ply this generosity to the great and awful needs of war — 
agents held to business rules, with calm accountability amid 
distraction and panic, tMned to protect material, to give and 
take receipts, and at last to account faithfully for everything 
intrusted to them, like the officers of a well regulated bank. 
214 A 11 



162 History of the Bed Cross. 

The final adhosion of the United 8tg»tes to the treat/ of 
the Eed Gross has created a lively sense of satisfaction in 
all its affiliated societies, wherever throughout the world its 
beneficent work is carried on; particularly by the Interna- 
tional Committee of Geneva has this wise and simple act of 
beneficence and common sense and common humanity been 
regarded with sentiments of gratitude and renewed hope. 
The American National Association has received the follow- 
ing expression of the sentiments of the noble and philan- 
thropic President of the International Committee, written 
upon the receipt from the United States of the official docu- 
ments recognizing this association: 

CoMiTi^ International de Secours aux Militaires BlessI^s, 

Geneve, le 6 septembre 1882. 

Miss Clara Barton, Washingtonj D, C. 

Mademoiselle: Je viens vous remercier et vous f^liciter cordialo- 
ment de votre nouveau sneers. J'ai la vos lettres des 11 et 14 
avec le plus vif int^rdt, et je viens de recevoir, par rentremise du consul 
des fitatiS-Unis h Geneve, toutes les pieces officielles que vous m'annoncez. 

La position de votre soci6t6 est maintenant tout h fait correcte, et rien 
ne s'oppose plus k ce que, par une circulaire, nous la fassions connaltre 
aux soci^t^s des autres pays. Je me suis d€j^ occupy de la pr<5paration de 
ce document, mais je suis oblige de partir pour Turin oti va se r^unir Tin- 
stitut de droit international, et ce u^est qu'^ mon retour, c'est-^-dire vers le 
20 septembre, que je pourrai faire imprimer la circulaire. En tons cas, 
elle sera prdt avant la fin d6 ce mois. 

Agrdez, mademoiselle, Tassurance de mes sentiments distiugu6s. 

G. MOYNIER, 

Pr^ident. 



History of the Bed Cross. 163 

Letter qf Monsieur Moynier, 

ComTig International db Sbgours aux Militaires Blesses. 

Geneva, September 6, 1682. 
Miss Clara Barton, Washington, D. C, 

Mademoiselle: I come to thank and congratulate yon cordially upon 
your new success. I have read your letters |ff the 11th and 14lh with 
the most livefy interest, and I have also received, through the medium 
of the United States consul at Geneva, all the official documents which 
you have announced to me. 

The position of your society is now entirely (tout k fait) correct, and 
nothing more opposes itself; so that by a circular we can now make 
it known to the societies of other countries. I am already occupied in 
the preparation of this document, but I am obliged to leave for Turin, 
where I go to attend the reunion of the International Institute of Law, 
and it will not be until my return, say about the 20th of September, that 
I can press the printing of the circular. In any case, it will be ready 
before the end of the month. 

Accept, mademoiselle, the assurance of my distinguished sentiments. 

G. MOYNIER, 

President. 

The circular alluded to in this letter of M. Moynier an- 
nounces the adhesion of the United States to the great interna- 
tional compact of the Eed Gross and authenticates and opens 
the way for the voluntary action of the people and the Gov- 
ernment in charitable international action through the 
medium of the American Association, and is in the following 
terms : 

CoMiT]6 International de la Croix Rouge. 

50™° Circuluire, — A Messieurs les Presidents et les Membres des Comites Cen- 

traux de Secours aux Militaires Blesses, 

Genhve, le 20 s^temhre 1882. 

Messieurs : Lorsque, le 23 aoflt 1876, nous vous annoucions, par notre 
34me circulaire, que la Soci^t<5 am^ricaine de seoours aux blesses n'avait 
eu qu'une existence 6ph6m^re ot avait fini par se dissoudro, nous conser- 
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vions n^anmoins Tcspoir de la voir renaltre, et noas demandions anx amis 
de la Croix rouge de travailler avec nous k sa resurrection. 

Aujourdliui, nous avons la grande satisfaction de pouvoir vous dire que 
cet appel a 6t6 eutendu, et que les iStats-Unis se trouvent de nouveau re- 
lics au r<5seau de nos soci^t^s. Ce n'est cependant pas Tancienne a-ssocia- 
tiou qui a repris vie. Celle que nous vous prison tons h cette heure a une 
origine spdciale, sur laquelle nous devons vous donner quelques details. 

Toute son histoire se rattache k un nom d^j^ connu de vous, celui de 
Miss Clara Barton.* Sans T^nergie et la perseverance de cette femme 
d^eiite, nous n'a'iirions probablement pas eu, de longtemps, la joie de voir 
renaltre la Croix rouge aux l^tats-Unis. Nous ne r^peterons pas ici ce 
que nous avons dit ailleurs des titres de Miss Barton h notre gratitude, et 
nous nous en tiendrons k la mention de ce qu'elle a fait pour reconstituer, 
dans PAmerique du Nord, une Society de la Croix rouge. 

Apr^s avoir prepare le terrain par di verses publications, elle convoqua 
un grand meeting k Washington, le 21 mai 1881, puis un second le 9 juin, 
dans lequel Texistence de la society fut solennellement affirm<Se. Le 
mdme jour, Ic president Garfield nomma Miss Barton presidente de cottc 
iostitution. 

Le Comite international otlt voulu, dfes cette dpoque, notifier Pdvene- 
mcnt k tons les comitds centraux, mais des scrupules le retinrent. 

Se souvenant que la premiere societe amdricaine avait 6t6 r^duite k 
rimpuissance, par le refus categorique du cabinet de Washington d*ad- 
herer k la Convention de Geneve, il prit ses precautions, et declara qu'il 
attendrait, pour patronner la jeune societe, que le gouvememeut etlt 
reguli^rement signe le traite de 1864. Miss Barton, comprenant la legi- 
timite de cette exigence, redoubla d'effortspour atteindre lo but, et Ton 
salt que, le 1«^ mars dernier, elle remporta sur ce point une victoire com- 
plete.! 

Kestait une autre question, k Pegard de laquelle le Comite international 
ne se tenait pas pour suffisamment edifie. Jusqu*^ quel point le gonveme- 
ment americain etait-il dispose k accepter les services de la societe ? Nous 
Pavons dit souvent et nous le repetons, une societe qui serait exposee, 
faute d'entento prealable, k se voir interdire Pacers de sou armee natio-^ 
nale, en cas de guerre, pecherait par la base, et ne serait pas qualifiee 
pour prendre place dans le concert international. Sur cet article encore. 
Miss Barton et les membres du Comite central americain cherch^rent k 
entrer dans nos vues; ils entam^rent des demarches aupr^s des autorites 

* Voyez Bulletins n^ 26, t. VII (1876), p. 90, et no 49, t. XIII (188:2), p. 43. 
tVoyezp.41,92et 133. 
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comp<$tente8. La reconuaissance ddsir<5e 6tait fort difficile h obtenir, car 
elle 6tait contraire aux liabitudes et aux traditions amiSricaines. On y 
parvint, n^aumoins, aprbs quelques pourparlers. Miss Barton, en nous 
le notifiant, nous a fait remarquer que le gouveruement, en acquies^ant 
au ddsir qu'oa lui avait oxprim^, 6tait entr^ dans une voie toute nouvelle, 
et que la reconnaissance officiello de la Socidtd de la Croix rouge €tait 
pour elle un honneur tr^ exceptionncl. 

II rdsulte des pieces qui nous ont 6t6. communiqudcs directement, par 
le secretaire d'<5tat de Washington: 

1° Que P Association am^ricaine de la Croix rouge a 6t6 Idgalcment 
constitute par ddcret du Congr^s. 

2° Que S. E. le president Arthur s'est d<5clar(5 tr^s sympathique ^ Poou- 
vre, et a hien voulu accepter la pr^sidence du conseil consultatif (Board 
of Consultation). 

3« Que les principaux membres du cabinet ont consenti h faire partio 
d^un comit6 de "Trustees," chargds de recevoir les souscriptions et do 
r<5unir les fonds pour la constitution do la soci6t6. 

40 Enfin que le Congr^s, h runauimit6, sans discussion ni opposition, 
a vot6 une sorame de mille dollars par anu^e, pour 6tre ddpens^o, par le 
gouveruement, en imprimds destines k faire connaltre au peuple des 
Etats-Unis I'organisation de la Croix rouge. L'initiative de cotte dcr- 
nibre mesure n'appartient pas h, la soci^t^S, mais au Comitd des affaires 
dtrang^res du S^nat; elle t^moigne, par consequent, de la spontan6ii6 
avec laquello les chambres se sont associ6es aux vues de Miss Barton. 

Nous devons ajoutcr que le Comitd international attachait d^autant 
l)lu8 d'importance k ce que la soci6'<S prlt une position officielle, qu'll 
s^est cr6e, i)resque en mdnie temps, aux Etats-Unis, deux autres institu- 
tions qui poursuivent un but analogue, mais auxquelles le Comit6 de 
Geu6ve demeure absolument dtranger. L'une, intitul<Se "Women's Na- 
tional Relief Association," s'occupe de tons les malheurs publics, entro 
autres, de la guerre, mais plus specialement des naufrages ; elle a pour 
signo distinctif une ancre bleue. L'autre a pris le nom de: "Ordrede 
la Croix rouge," et publie un Journal de la Croix rouge, Le D^ James 
Saunders en a la prdsidence, avec le titre de "commandeur supreme." 
Cet ordre se propose de s'organiser plus ou moins militairement, et paralt 
vouloir imiter les ordres de chevalerie do Pancien monde. 

Le ** Comitd central amdricain de la Croix rouge" a son sidge h, Wash- 
ington, mais ddjdi il a fondd quelques sections dans d'autres localitds, h 
Dansville, Rochester, Syracuse, etc. BientOt, sans doute, les villes de 
l)remier ordre auront aussi leur tour. 
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Nous douuorons daiis notro prochain j^ulletin lo texte complet des 
Statnts de la Sooi6t6 am^ricaiiie, laquelle, commo on le verra, u^a pas era 
devoir limiter sou programme aux secours eu cas de guerre, mats y a 
compris, conform^ment ^ un voiu de la Conference de Berlin, les autres 
grandes calamity qui pourraient frapper le pays et ses habitants. 

Nous avons salu^ avec joie, quant k nous, Padjouctiou dcs £tats-Unis 
aux pays d6j^ enrdl^s sous la Croix rouge ; c'ost pour notre ceuvre un 
renfort important, longtemps d6sir6, et nous ne doutons pas que nos im- 
pressions ^ cet ^gard ne soient partag^es par les vingt-huit Comit^s cen- 
traux, auxquels nous adressons ces lignes. Nous esp^rons aussi que, Tan 
prochain, des repr^sentants de la Socidt<5 am^ricainetraverserontl'Atlan- 
tique, pour venir fratemiser avec les ddl^gn^s des autres nations, qui 
seront certainement heureux do les recontrer h, la Conference do Vienne. 

Agr^ez, messieurs, I'assurance do notre consideration distinguee. 

Pour le Comit<5 international do la Croix rouge : 

Le President, 

G. MOYNIER. 

Le Secretaire, 

G. ADOR. 

[Translation.] 
International Committkb. 

foundation of an american society of the red cross. 

Fiftieth circular to the presidents and members of the central committees for 

aid to wounded soldiers, 

Geneva, September 2, 1882. 

Gentlemen : When on the 23d of August, 1876, we announced to you, 
by our thirty-fourth circular, that the American society for aid to the 
wounded had had only an ephemeral existence, and had finished by dis- 
solution, we still entertained the hope of seeing it revive, and we asked 
the friends of the Rod Cross to labor with us for its resuscitation. 

To-day we have the great satisfaction of being able to tell you that 
this appeal has been heard, and that the United States is again linked 
anew to the chain of our societies. 

Nevertheless it is not tbo old association which has returned to life. 
That which we present to you at this time has a special origin upon 
which we ought to give you some details. 

Its whole history is associated with a name already known to you— 
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that of Miss Clara Barton. Without the energy and perseverance of this 
remarkable woman we should probably not for a long time have had 
the pleasure of seeing the Red Cross revived in the United States. We 
will not repeat here what we have said elsewhere of the claims of Miss 
Barton to our gratitude, and we will confine ourselves to mentioning 
what she has done to reconstruct a Red Cross Society in North America. 

After having prepared the ground by divers publications, she called 
together a great meeting at Washington on the 21st of May, 1881 ; t|^en 
a second, on the 9th of June, at which the existence of the society was 
solemnly set forth. On the same day President Garfield nominated Miss 
Barton as president of this institution. 

The International Committee would have desired from that time to 
have given notice of the event to all the central committees, but certain 
scruples restrained it. 

Remembering that the first American Society had been rendered pow- 
erless by the distinct refusal of the Cabinet at Washington to adhere to 
the Geneva Convention, it took precaution and declared it would wait 
before recognizing the young society until the Government should have 
regularly signed the treaty of 1864. Miss Barton, understanding the 
special propriety of this requirement, redoubled her efforts to attain this 
end, and we know that on the 1st of March she gained a complete victory 
upon this point. 

There remained, another question with respect to which the Interna- 
tional Committee did not feel itself sufficiently informed. Just how far 
was the American Government disposed to accept the services of this 
society? We have often said, and we repeat it, that a society which 
would be exposed, for the want of a previous understanding, to find itself 
forbidden access to its own army in case of war, would be at fault fun- 
damentally, and would not be qualified to take its place in the interna- 
tional concert. Further upon this point Miss Barton and the members 
of the American Central Committee, sought to enter into our views. 
They conferred with the competent authorities. The desired recognition 
was very difficult to obtain, for it was contrary to American customs and 
traditions. It was, nevertheless, accomplished after considerable dis- 
cussion. On this point Miss Barton has stated to us that the Govern- 
ment, in acquiescing in the decision which had been expressed, was 
entering upon a path altogether new, and that the official recognition of 
the Red Cross Society was for the latter a very exceptional honor. 

Certain documents resulted therefrom, which have been communicated 
to us directly by the Secretary of State, at Washington, showing — 
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Ist. That the Amcrlcau Association of tlie Red CrO£«> iias been legally 
constituted by an act of Congress. 

2d. That President Arthur has declared himself in full sympathy with 
the work, and very willingly has accepted the presidency of the Board 
of Consultation. 

3d. That the principal members of the Cabinet have consented to be- 
come members of a board of trustees, empowered to receive subscriptions 
and to hold the funds for the Societ^\ 

4lh. Finally, that Congress unanimously, without discussion or opposi- 
tion, has voted a sum of |1,000, to be expended by the Government in 
printed matter, designed to inform the people of the United States 6f the 
orgauization of the Red Cross. The initiation of this last measure was 
not the work of the Society but of the Committee on Foreign Affairs of 
the Senate ; consequently it bears witness to the spontaneous impulse 
with which the Houses of Congress came into accord with the views oi 
Miss Barton. 

We must add that the International Committee attaches so much the 
more importance to the fact that this society took an official position, 
because there was created, at nearly the same time in the United States, 
two other institutions claiming to pursue a similar object of but which 
the committee of Geneva is absolutely ignorant. One, called "The Wo- 
man's National Relief Association," which concerns itself with all public 
calamities, among other things with the calamities of war, but more es- 
pecially with shipwrecks, and has for its distinctive emblem a blue 
anchor; the other has taken the name of "The Order of the Red Cross." 
Dr. James Saunders is the president of it, with the title " Supreme Com- 
mander." This order proposes to organize more or less in a military way 
and appears desirous of imitating the orders of chivalry in ancient times, 

The American Central Committee of the Red Cross has its seat at Wash- 
ington, but has already founded branches in other localities, at Dans- 
ville, Rochester, Syracuse, &c. Soon, doubtless, cities of the first class 
will also take their turn. 

We will give m our next bulletin the complete text of the constitution 
and by-laws of the American Society, which, as will be seen, has not 
believed it ought to limit its programme to assistance in case of war, but 
has comprised within it, in conformity with a suggestion of the confer- 
ence at Berlin, the other great calamities which might befall the country 
and its inhabitants. 

As for ourselves, we have greeted with joy the addition of the United 
States to the countries already enrolled under the Red Cross; it is^for 
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our work au important and long desired re-enforcomont, and wo doubt 
not our impressions in this regard will l)e sliured by the twenty-eight 
central committees to which we address these lines. 

We also hope that next year some representatives of the American 
Society will cross the Atlantic in order to fraternize with the delegates 
of the other nations, who will certainly be happy to meet them at the 
conference at Vienna. 

Receive, gentlemen, the assurances of our distinguished consideration. 

For the International Committee of the Red Cross. 

President : 

G. MOYNIER. 

Secretary : 
G. ADOR. 



AMERICAN ASSOCIATE SOCIEIIES. 

The practical work of the Americau Associate Societies 
during the year past has not extended to sending supplies 
and assistance abroad. The minor war in Egypt has afforded 
some scope for the activity of the affiliated societies of Europe, 
but the details of their action have not been received in time 
for insertion in this report. 

At home, while the National Society was finishing its work 
in the desolating fires of Michigan, during the autumn of last 
year, and laboring in behalf of its hapless victims, as detailed 
in the first part of this work, its attention was attracted by 
the more terrible disasters from the overflow of the waters 
in the valley of the Mississippi. But occupied with the work 
of urging the treaty upon our own Government, and procur- 
ing the necessary recognition and approval of the Govern- 
ments and af&liated societies abroad, and commending its 
principles to the people, and suggesting and helping to form 
local societies, the National Society found it imx)ossible to 
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take so prompt and efficient steps for the relief of the sufferers 
in the Mississippi Yalley as their great needs so urgently de- 
manded. 

The ratification of the treaty on the 16th of March, 1882, 
however, was immediately followed by a conference of the 
executive committee. It was then and there decided, for 
want of funds of their own, to appeal to the people, even 
late as it was, and accordingly the following circular was pre- 
pared and published: 

Appeal to the Amrkican People. 

The President having signed the Treaty of the Geneva Conference, and 
the Senate having, on the 16th instant, ratified the President's action, 
the American Association of the Red Cross, organized under provisions of 
said treaty, purposes to send its agents at once among the sufferers by the 
recent floods, with a view to the ameliorating of their condition so far as 
can be done by human aid and the means at hand will permit. 

Contributions are urgently solicited. Eemittances in money may be 
made to Hon. Charles J. Folger, Secretary of the Treasury, chairman of 
the board of trustees, or to his associates, Hon. Robert T. Lincoln, Sec- 
retary of War, and Hon. George B. Loring, Commissioner of Agriculture. 
Contributions of wearing apparel, bedding, and provisions should be ad- 
dressed to "The Red Cross Agent," at Memphis, Tenn., Vicksburg, Miss., 

and Helena, Ark. 

CLARA BARTON, 

J. C. BANCROFT DAVIS, 

FREDERICK DOUGLASS, 

ALEX. Y. P. GARNETT, 

Mrs. OMAR D. CONGER, 

A. S. SOLOMONS, 

Mrs. S. a. MARTHA CANFIELD, 

R. D. MUSSEY, 

Committee. 
Washington, D. C, March 23, 1882. 

The honorable gentlemen named in the circnlar continue to 
be and act as the permanent trustees for the association. 
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It will be remembered that the Government was issuing 
rations through the War Department to the value of hun^ 
dreds of thousands of dollars, and the public felt secure that 
something was being done towards relief. Still the generous 
hearts of the people responded to the call, and it is interest-^ 
ing to know that the first contribution, prompt and liberal, 
transmitted to this society through the Secretary of War, 
was a sum of $500 from the town of Yankton, in Dakota Ter- 
ritory. This gift was accompanied by a beautiful and touch- 
ing letter to the effect that only a short time before they bad 
themselves laid under the floods, and knew how to sympa- 
thize with those now suffering from a like calamity, and ac- 
cordingly they had sent a portion of the funds which had 
been generously contributed to them to these more recent 
sufferers. 

Other contributions followed, together with urgent requests 
for directions for the shipment of supplies and clothing, until 
the committee felt it necessary to send its own agent to the 
field to attend to the reception and proper distribution of 
these supplies, and accordingly Mr. J. B. Hubbell, who had 
already served so faithfully in the Michigan fires, waa at once 
dispatehed to the scene of disaster. 

Mr. Hubbell commenced his tour of inspection and labor 
at the northern extremity of the overflow, and followed it 
down the valley until he reached a point where the waters 
expanded themselves harmlessly in the sea, everywhere mak- 
ing careful observations and reporting in detail to the exec- 
utive committee at Washington. That committee was thus, 
at all times, reliably advised as to the true condition of at 
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least such a portion of the suffering as he was able to reach 
and of the best methods of relief to be pursued. 

Mr. Hubbell remained in the field until the water had com- 
menced to subside and the dry land to appear and vegeta- 
tion to spring forth. 

The movements and methods of the Eed Cross Societies so 
commended themselves to the judgment and tastes of the 
people in their distress that auxiliary and associate societies 
sprung up under the aoceptable ministrations of Mr. Hubbell 
in most of the leading cities of the Mississippi Valley. Sev- 
eral of these have since thoroughly completed their organiza- 
tion, and have asked for and obtained recognition frpm the 
National Association ; others are in process of organization, 
holding communication with and from time to time asking 
information from the executive committee in relation to their 
final organization. 

Keports of the organization and movements of several of 
these societies will be found in the appendix to this work. 

These Southern societies are in every way worthy of very 
high esteem, both at home and abroad, not only for the high 
character of the persons who compose them, but for the abil- 
ity, experience, and training so many of them embody, par- 
ticularly through their affiliation with the noble and self, 
sacrificing association of the Howards, the officers in many 
instances being the same in both, and so they have become 
the better fitted by their self-sacrificing spirit and experience 
to render great and incalculable services to humanity in the 
terrible epidemics and other disasters likely from time to 
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time to befall the people of those fertile and prosperous, but 
sometimes unfortunate, regions. 

Among the incidents disclosed in the progress of the work 
of Mr. Hubbell, none is more illustrative of the value, pre 
cision, and efficacy of the work of the Eed Cross Societies 
than the call made for seeds by the National Association 
upon the societies of Eochester and Chicago. The waters 
were so long in subsiding, that but little time was left for 
planting before it would be too late to get anything from the 
land during the present year. A sudden call for seeds was 
therefore made upon the National Society, which was trans- 
mitted immediately to the society at Eochester and that at 
Chicago — the one in the midst of the gardens of Western 
New York for garden seeds, and the other at the center of 
the grain trade of the world for the seed grain. 

The president of the Eochester society called upon Mr, 
Hiram Sibley, one of the most extensive owners of cultivated 
land, and the leading dealer and producer of seeds in the 
whole country, for his advice and direct aid in the premises. 
He found that Mr. Sibley's far-seeing and great-hearted phi- 
lanthropy had already anticipated the call, and had been long 
busy with the problem of how to reach and relieve those hap- 
less people in their dire extremity. He had communicated 
directly with the Department of Agriculture, and suggested 
his plan to aid them by sending contributions of seedj for 
nothing seemed more plain and palpable to Mr. Sibley than 
that the first need of those people would be for seed — ^tho 
most sorely-needed help to enable them to help themselves 
during this year. But measures for relief of this kind were 
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less a part of that Department of the Government than they 
were of the War Department; and so, with every disposition 
and desire to render the required aid, they had no special 
preparations made, or possible to be extemporized. Mr. Sib- 
ley had, therefore, fallen back upon and been busy with 
plans of his own to carry out his ample and generous de- 
signs, when the president of the Eed Cross Society of Eoch- 
estor called upon him for his assistance to be rendered through 
the affiliated societies of the Red Cross located in the very 
field of the disaster. He was ready and only too glad to re- 
spond by filling a car with six hundred boxes of garden seeds 
and sending it, by the gratuitous handling of the Erie dis- 
patch, in care of a trusted messenger of his own, to the Soci- 
ety of the Red Cross at Memphis, Tenn., which society, 
advised of its coming by the National Association at Wash- 
ington, made preparations to receive and distribute the ex- 
pected supplies; and so prompt and energetic were the 
movements of the Society of the Red Cross at Memphis, that 
in less than twenty-four hours after its receptioli by them it 
was assorted and repacked, and sent to the most important 
points in five different States. It would be a work of grateful 
interest to follow out this act of large-hearted beneficence to 
its ultimate results, and trace it to the homes made brighter, 
to the hopes rekindled, the needs supplied, and the harvests 
gathered. This act of wise and prompt relief on the part of 
Mr. Sibley must stand as one of the finest specimens of prac- 
tical benevolence which has marked our time. Further ref- 
erence to this will be found in the report of the secretary of 
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the associate society of the Ited Gross at Memphis (See Ap- 
pendix). 

By some nnfortanate mischance the society at Chicago was 
unable to respond so promptly or to express its active and 
generous sympathy by contributions equally timely and effect- 
ive. The society was newly organized and had not com- 
menced its active work, perhaps doubted a little whether 
this work were within the scope of its duties 5 and so^ hesi- 
tating to act promptly, the opportunity passed, to the deep 
regret of the society and its friends, and thus it has little or 
no report to make in connection with the Mississippi floods 
of 1882. Its organization is, however, being perfected, and 
future opportunities of usefulness will not be permitted by 
the philanthropic and enterprising people who compose it to 
pass by unheeded. 

The societies at Kew Orleans, Vicksburg, and Memphis 
were consulted with in regard to the yellow fever at Pensa- 
cola, and were requested to hold themselves in readiness to 
respond in case the call for help should become pressing and 
general. But fortunately the local authorities of Pensacola 
were mainly able to cope with the difficulties, and no general 
call for action was made upon these very efficient societies. 

The society at Dansville, K. Y., sent generous contributions 
of clothing to the sufferers by the floods of the Mississippi. 
The report of our special agent, Mr. J. B. Hubbell, shows 
receipts of supplies sent to the various points indicated in 
our appeal, as well as later to the societies newly formed at 
those points. Supplies were also sent from various sections 
of the country, from New England to Georgia, more in fact 
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than were used, and some portions of them are reported back 
to us by the societies as held for future needs. 

During the year the president of the Kational Associa- 
tion was invited to deliver an address on "International Be- 
lief in War," before the Social Science Association of Amer- 
ica at its annual meeting at Saratoga. To this invitation 
from this distinguished body eminent for its learning and 
philanthropy the president promptly responded, and deliv- 
ered before that association, on the 6th day of September, 
1882, the following: 



ADDRESS. 

INTEUNATIONAL AND NATIONAL BELIEF IN WAR, 

[A paper read by Miss Clara Barton (President of the National Association of the Bed 
Cross) before the American Social Science Association, at its annual meeting in Saiw 
atoga, September 6, 1882.] 

When the official invitation was given, eight months ago, to prepare 
this paper, the world slumbered in unwonted peace. That a scientific 
and philanthropic association, devoted to social science, was then busied 
with thoughts of ''International Relief in War," now seems to clothe 
that association with the mantle of wisea nd prophetic foresight. If the 
official recognition which has since been given had existed at that time, 
this interest would have been less remarkable, biit it is to be remembered 
, that no action had then been taken by the Government, the press, or the 
people, to any extent, in relation to the matter. True, a treaty pertain- 
ing to this subject, which had slept at our doors for seventeen years, had 
been stirred a little, but this only by individual action, and that of very 
little strength. Within that short space, that slumbering treaty has 
aroused and walked unquestioned through the halls of our Legislature, 
clasped friendly hands with every grave Senator of our land, been recog- 
nized by every branch of the Government, proclaimed by our President 
to the nations of the earth, become a law, and taken its active place 
among the living st<atutes of our country; and when a few weeks ago 
the same lightning wire that flashed to us the terrible news of the bom- 
bardment of Alexandria told us also that among the Are and the smoke 
of battle, above the wounded and the slain, floated out full and clear 
the brave, peaceful, Samaritan folds of the Red Cross of the Treaty of 
Geneva, every paper in the laud hastened to proclaim it, and every heart 
heaved a sigh of relief. We learned at that moment that n o step towards 
the right can bo premature, and that it is possible for the wisest even to 
build better than he knows. 

In the consideration of this subject, as of all others, indeed, we can 
only arrive at any profitable or even just conclusions by tracing it back 
to its beginning, and determining from the history of its past existence 
and action the demands and prospec ts of its present. But, imfortunately^ 
we find the field of research barren and unsatisfactory; overrun through 
214 a 12 177 
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all the ages by a wild growth of ignorance, barbarity, and misconception, 
which has choked out all wholesome fruit of humane effort. From the 
earliest historic accounts, the soldier who has fallen in battle " with his 
face to the foe " has been regarded as rather the subject of envy than 
sympathy; he has been supposed to die painlessly, gloriously, with an 
immediate passport to realms of bliss immortal; if wounded and surviv- 
ing, the honor of his scars has been cheaply purchased, though he strolled 
a limping beggar ; and he who suffered himself to be captured alive, was 
worthy of and merited little else than the forgetfulness, imprisonment, 
and hardship which his condition entitled his captors to inflict. 

Althrough war has been the rule, if not largely the occupation, of the 
peoples of the earth from their earliest known history; though the 
slaughter and privations of its victims in battle, the sacking and burn- 
ing, famine and pestilence, of its sieges, and the captivity, enslavement, 
torture, and degradation of its captives have crowded the literature of 
the world ; only a small portion of the thought of the generations of the 
past has been devoted to the subject of devising or affording any means 
of relief for the wretched condition, resulting from the methods of 
national or international warfare; and even that which has been given 
seems to have been so lightly regarded as to have found little or no place 
with the historian. 

One searches wearily through volumes of international law to find in 
Wheaton a few pages upon the exchange of prisoners ; and the conditions 
are not easy. Grotius gives little luore comfort, or throws little more 
light upon the subject; and although the original rule of war is laid 
down in rude ferocity in the sacred pages of the Old Testament, even to 
the extermination of neighbors, there appears to have been no thought 
beyond this. The ancient Hebrews seem not to have taken any steps 
towards mitigation. 

Among the military preparations of King Uzziah, in which are enumer- 
ated shields, spears, helmets, bows, and slings for a host of three hun- 
dred and seven thousand and five hundred men, there is no mention of 
relief, nor any provision whatever, for the sick or disabled. King Ahab- 
died in battle for want of the simplest care; the slaughter of thousands 
upon thousands is carefully chronicled, bnt no hint of mitigation appears 
till the command "Love your enemies" lights up the banner of Christ. 

Profane histories are three-fourths filled with the details of battles and 
sieges, and are almost silent as to any provisions for the sick and wounded. 

There are only hints, as it were, dropped by accident. 

We are not to suppose that former races were more hardy than we. 
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and did not suffer; from their greater ignorance and lack of cleanliness 
it is likely they suffered more thi^ modern armies. When pestilence 
and malaria struck the Greek hosts before Troy, 

"The frequent pyres of the dead kept bumingever/* 

and neither man nor beast was spared. 

The plague of Athens has acquired an eternal ill-fame. 

The expedition to Syracuse was almost annihilated by disease ; and 
when the Emperor Servius invaded Scotland, although he encountered 
no enemy in battle, he lost fifty thousand men. We may be sure it was 
not by desertion in a land of naked savages who ate the bark and roots 
of trees. 

There is good reason to believe that some art of healing has arisen 
among every people of any intelligence, and developed itself in common 
with all other arts. It is probable thac the first practitioners iU com- 
mon life were women ; but there is little room for doubt that the first 
surgeons were warriors to whom aptitude or experience gave special 
skill in treating wounds. Such were Machaon and Podalirius, extolled 
by Homer — men who could in flict wounds as well as heal them, and of 
whom Idomeneus could say, 

" A wise physician, skilled oar wonnds to heal, 
Is more than armies to the public weal." 

It is to be inferred that this system continued for a long time among 
the armies of the Greeks. 

Thus Xenophon in his celebrated ''Retreat of the Ten Thousand," after 
the battle of Cuuaxa, about 400 B. C, says that he appointed eight 
doctors because there were many wounded. His manner of stating it 
indicates that they were selected from the other soldiers. 

Homer and Plato were so struck with Egyptian science and skill that 
they declared that the Egyptians were all doctors. 

Alexander was accompanied in his march of conquest by the most 
famous physicians of the age, one of whom extracted an arrow from his 
shoulder and cured him of a dangerous fever, and another showed great 
nerve and skill in cutting the barbed head of a javelin from the con- 
queror's breast; and when Ptolemy Philometer received a fracture of 
the skuUi n battle, 146 B. C, the surgeons immediately performed the 
operation of trepanning. 

Their scattered examples indicate a very considerable progress in sur- 
gical skill, both in Greece and Egypt, at that early day. And as the 
Komans excelled in political and military organization, they might be 
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expected to develop and rednce to practice some system of treatment, 
"wise or otherwise," of the sick and wounded in their vast and populous 
armies. If they did, it lies, like their millions of slain, their magnificent 
cities, their monuments of greatness and glory, deep buried in the gath- 
ering mold of ages; and the pen of history is silent and sad. 

It has been inferred from the story of Archagathus, related by the elder 
Pliny, that the healing art was unknown in the early days of the Bepub- 
lic. But, notwithstanding the silence of the historians, it is a cnrions 
fact that monuments, discoveiied in modem times, disclose that under the 
Empire there were surgeons of cohorts and surgeons of legions — which 
would correspond roughly to regimental and brigade surgeons. About 
fifty years ago a handsome monument was unearthed at Housestad, in 
Northumberland, close to the wall of Hadrian, erected in honor of a sur- 
geon of a cohort, who had died at the early age of twenty-five. He must 
have acquired his position by education and not by the slow process of 
individual observation. 

The incentive to help and heal another in distress is spontaneous ; 
generally the result of sympathetic impulse and kindness — a thing of 
the feelings, and consequently of sudden growth. But the faculty to 
organize and reduce to system and practice these spontaneous emotions is 
quite different — a thing of reason rather than impulse. Thus there were 
probably surgeons and nurses long before there were any military hos- 
pitals, or special places for the care of the disabled. 

Polybius, who served in the Roman armies after the second Punic war, 
has left a minute account of their military organization, of their equip- 
ments, encampment, and exercises, but says not a word of a hospital, or 
the smallest provision for the care of the sick or wounded. 

That these omissions were not the result of indifference nor inhumanity 
on the part of the great chiefs is shown by Tacitns, who represents Ger- 
mauicus as "going round" among his wounded soldiers and speaking 
words of cheer to them; and after a defeat, when they had lost, among 
other things, their medical stores, the faithful and brave Agrippina, the 
wife of the general, distributed clothing and dressings to the wounded. 

Alexander Severus, in the third century, is related as having visited 
the sick in their tents. This beautiful and Christ-like act in that pagan 
emperor and general is well accounted for in his chosen and oft-repeated 
motto, "Whatsoever ye would that men should do to you, do ye so also 
to them. " 

Livy tells that after a battle with the Etrurians, in the fifth century 
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before onr era, the Roman general distributed the wounded among the 
houses of the patricians. 

Tacitus, describing the fall of the amphitheater at Fidense, in the reign 
of Tiberius, when fifty thousand spectators were killed or maimed, says 
that the injured were taken and treated in the houses of the citizens, 
according to the custom of the ancients, who maintained those wounded 
in war by their contributions and care. 

But a writer of the second century B. C, Hyginus Grammaticus, who 
lived under Trajan and Hadrian, in an essay on the construction of camps, 
actually assigns apUice to the hospital or ** valetudinariam. '' 

It is comforting, in our reflections upon the past, to know that the 
idea of humanity to an enemy in distress is not entirely modern ; for 
Xenophon in Cyropaedia, about 400 B. C, represents Cyrus the Great as 
ordering his surgeons to attend the wounded prisoners. This is, of course, 
romance and n(^t history, but it shows the existence of the idea even at 
that early day. 

Through the Middle Ages the search is weary and fruitless, and but 
for the ephemeral lights which burst out and rested like a shekinah on 
the banners of the Hospitaller Knights in the terrible wars of the Crusades 
the darkness would remain nearly unbroken until less than three centuries 
ago, when the growth of civilization had led the nations to comprehend 
the grave responsibility resting upon them as the creators of armies and 
promulgators of war. The result was the creation of an official sanitary 
service — the foundation of the present military medical service and staff 
of armies ; and this, in comparison with all that had gone before it, was 
considered so great a step towards supplying the sanitary necessities of 
soldiers that nothing further could ever be required. As the govern- 
ments took the initiative, it was naturally left to them to do all that 
was needful. The medical service gradually developed and improved, 
thus justly gaining confidence among the people, who, naturally not 
averse to shifting responsibility, became accustomed to consider them- 
selves incompetent to deal with questions of humanity relating to war. 
The lines of demarkation, strong as the iron of their guns, between the 
military and the people not only favored this oonclusion on the part of 
the latter, bat rendered it a seeming necessity. 

Thus the pitiable neglect *of men in war appears to have constituted 
one of the large class of misfortunes for which no one is to blame or even 
accountable, assuming that wars must be. The military acted up to the 
measure of its regulations, if not at times overstepping; its surgeons, 
humane and noble, have been the first to pity and the bravest to proclaim 
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the necessities and destitution of their wretched patients. It has been 
one of the evils and wants which the march of human progress alone could 
reach and supply. 

Of the hospital or relief work in the wars of Napoleon I there is little 
recorded. His method was swift marches, overwhelming slaughters, new 
levies, and great wretched heaps of misery suddenly left where they fell, 
like the wrecks of a tornado. 

But we do discover that the women of Germany found time to move in 
the formation of relief societies ; and in 1813 the ladies of Frankfort united 
together to found the Frauenvereine of that city, with the express object 
of insuring more complete arrangements for the care of the sick and 
wounded, and to assist in providing for the wants of the military hos- 
pitals of Frankfort without distinction of friend or foe. The appeal for 
help was made by three ladies, and a society was actually constituted on 
the 2d of July, 1814. Relief was indiscriminately afforded by this self- 
constituted and noble society, alike to the volunteer soldiers of Frank- 
fort, to Spaniards returning from captivity, and to the French prisoners 
who were freely received into its hospitals ; and after the terrible war 
had passed, it labored through an epidemic of typhus, which the war had 
left in its wake. It is a happy fact to possess, that this society has never 
lost its existence, and has promptly come to the front with every upris- 
ing of the Fatherland from that day to this. 

In the comparatively bloodless campaign of the Sonderbund in Switz- 
erland, in 1847, a society sprang up in Zurich for the transport of soldiers 
seriously wounded. 

The year 1854 brought the ever-memorable war of the Crimea, and the 
world looked on with trembling heart and bated breath whilst the great 
allied powers of Western and Southern Europe pitted themselves against 
the Emperor of all the Kussias. Once more the old sad story — the relent- 
less war of races — ^the Anglo-Saxon, the Celt, and the Latin against the 
wild and myriad hordes of the Sclave. Scarcely had they met when the 
allied hospitals reeked with death. But the times had changed ; human 
progress had evolved a * * press," whose lever moved the world. The news- 
paper correspondents threw back upon astonished England the terrible 
fact of the entire inadequacy of her military medical field service. Facts 
are stubborn, and figures true. Both government and people awoke as 
from a dream; and when the letters of Lord Sidney Herbert, the British 
minister of war, and Florence Nightingale crossed in transit, the one 
begging civil help for military distress, the other begging leave to render 
it, they marked an era never before reached in the progress of the world ; 
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and when, two 'weeks later, Miss Nightingale, with her forty faithful 
attendants, sailed from the shores of England, it meant more for the 
advancement of the world, more for its future history, than all the fleets of 
armies and navies, cannon and commissary, munitions of war, and regi- 
ments of men, that had sailed before her in that vast campaign. This 
unarmed pilgrim band of women that day not only struck a blow at the 
barbarities of war, but they laid the axe deep at the root of war itself. 

Upon the details of this mission one scarce need enter; the world 
knows by heart the story of Scutari and the Barrack Hospitals, and how, 
nnder the intelligent direction and labors of this civil volunteer corps, 
disease lessened, gangrene disappeared, and pestilence fell away, as the 
moth and mildew and poisonous vapors of night flee before the purify- 
ing rays of the morning sun; and how, under the strong support of the 
military head, and England's gracious Queen, this work went on until 
the hospitals of the entire British armies in the Crimea, from awful 
depths of misery became types of what military hospitals ought to be. 

The great example had been given. The slow but willing world had 
learned its lesson at the cost of its teacher; for ^hen Florence Nightin- 
gale, covered with the praises and honors of the world, bending under 
the weight of England's gratitude, again sought her green island home, 
it was to seek also a bed of painful invalidism from which she has never 
risen, and probably never will. At such cost is the good work of the 
world accomplished. 

But this seed of costly sowing had taken root, and would not die. 

In 1859 the Italian wars of Napoleon III added the names of Magenta 
and Solferino to the military historic record of the world. Again the 
oft-repeated story of insuflSciency of medical supplies a,nd peraannely and 
in a day, as it were, the garden cities of Northern Italy, Milan, Turin, 
Brescia, burst into bloom with civil hospitals for the nursing and care of 
military wounded, and their committees of relief were the wonder of the 
hour. But, like all important movements without previous and thorough 
organization, they were impulsive and lacked perseverance; thus un- 
fortunately rendering it possible for Dr. Evans, in his Sanitary History 
of the United States, to say of the movement that, '' sincere as it was, 
for want of an efficient organization to control its efforts, its first en- 
thusiasm died away beneath the weight of difficulties which the general 
inexperience had accumulated." 

Ten years more of desultory observation brings us to the brink of our 
own war, of which it is scarcely necessary to speak. Most of the persons 
present lived then, and need no reminders of the distressing inadequacy 
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of medical and hospital field service to the emergencies Of active warfare, 
nor of its utter inability to cope with the difficulties by which it found 
itself confronted within one month after the firing upon Sumter. 
Neither need they be reminded of the Uprising of the Sanitary Com- 
mission, of its struggles for existence, its strife for military recogni- 
tioU; even under all the evidences of its great hamane necessity; of ifcs 
thirty-two thousand relief committees dotting all our land, its contribu- 
tions, its fairs and bazars, its ingots of gold and its widows' mites; its 
expansion in scope, until it included not only the wants of the soldier in 
the field, but the home he had left; its growth in military recognition 
and privileges of access, till its huge four-horse wagODs were galloped 
and halted on the very edge of battle, and its fearless bands, with young, 
strong life and blood to give if need be, uncalled, and unexpected, like 
messengers from Heaven, sprang from them uuder the very guns, and hour 
by hour, through the thickest of the fight, bore their rescued and bleed- 
ing burdens through the rain of shot and shell to the place of safety and 
care provided for them. 

It is probable that no other act of our country ever won for it the 
amount of moral credit and respect from other nations which has resulted 
from this unparalleled display of active humanity. It has taken the 
acknowledged precedence of all that went before it. 

Translations from the highest French and German authorities upon 
this subject bring to light expressions like the following : 

'^ The Sanitary Commission of the United States was an exhibition of 
unofficial relief, the most vast, the most energetic j and the most persever- 
ing the world has ever seen.'' 

From another author : '^ The Sanitary Commission of the United States 
marks a new era in the world's history. It is the greatest act of philan- 
thropy which humanity has ever meditated and accomplished. Through 
its influence the whole social system of the United States was modified." 

Yet this Conunission did not extend beyond its own country, and only 
half over that, and ceased to exist with the occasion which called it into 
being. 

Whilst the great American conflict, and its immediate momentous ques- 
tions were occupying the entire attention of the people, Europe found 
its swords again drawn, and bayonets crossed in the Schleswig-Holstein 
and Austrian wars of 1864-'66, with the same experience of insufficiency 
of official medical service in time of war, and the ever-increasing manifest 
tations of unofficial relief, timely, useful, welcome. 

The pe4)ple had by this time gained some confidence, and commenced 
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to consider tlieraselves not altogether incompetent to deal with questions 
of linmanity in war, if wars must be. 

The statements contained in the foregoing pages, althoagh discon- 
nected, and scattered through the entire area of historic record, all go to 
establish three important facts : 

Ist. That the official army medical staff and provision for the sick and 
wounded of armies have never been adequate to the necessities andemer- 
gencies of active service ; that no instance of a battle of importance can 
be cited where needless suffering and death have not been the direct re- 
sults of this inadequacy ; and that international law in regard to the 
treatment and exchange of prisoners of war, and the protection of medi- 
cal and hospital supplies, and attendants designed for the sick and 
wounded, has been proportionally inadequate. 

2d. That individual humanity and ingenuity have been untiring in 
efforts to meet and supply this costly deficiency ; and 

3d. That through lack of that concerted action and organization, which 
alone can supply the power and strength, to meet and overcome great 
obstacles, the best of these.efforts have nearly failed. The greatest sac- 
cess in that direction ever recorded is that of the American Sanitary 
Commission, which, in operation only five years, lives now only in story 
and example ; and of whose almost death straggles with the government 
for legal existence at first. Captain Henry Brackenbury, professor of 
Military History at Woolwich, makes the following sad record : 

'* Their scheme was looked upon as a cunning device to gain power for 
selfish ends. One secretary asked the delegates sent to him, to state 
frankly, precisely what they did want, since it was evident they could 
not want only what they seemed to be asking for." 

President Lincoln thought they would be only ''adding a fifth wheel 
to the coach." 

At length, after repeated discouragements, they obtained, on the 13tli 
of June, 1861, the appointment of a ''Commission of Inquiry and Ad- 
vice in Eespect to the Sanitary Interests of the United States Forces," to 
serve without remuneration, and to be officially recognized within the 
limits of their authority. 

'* It is impossible," Prbfesfior Brackenbury goes on to say, " to over- 
estimate the noble exertions of these men, who, with unselfish zeal, 
begged in ante-chambers, under rebuffs and insulting insinuations, for 
favors for the nation, which they would have scorned to ask for them- 
selves." 

It is easy to perceive that this inequality between human necessity 
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and suffering on the one side, and human ability to meet and provide 
against it on the other, has always laid a burden heavy and sore on the 
hearts of the best of the world ; only the bloodthirsty, mercenary, bar- 
barous, cruel, or cruelly thoughtless, have escaped it. Still their in- 
dividual and transient efforts were accumulative and left their impress. 
. Society ripened under the march of progress ; the times changed. 

Again, . quoting from Professor Brackenbury, as recently as. 1868, he 
says, "Whilst for the last few years the pages of the press have been 
devoted to chronicling the giant strides made in the art of destruction, 
but little notice has been taken of a movement that has been steadily 
progressing for the relief of the misery of battle fields." 

It was true, joyfully true, that amidst all the din and clash of war in 
both hemispheres, with the stars and stripes and the banner of secession 
in the West, and the battle flags of Prussia, Austria, and Italy in the 
East, all afloat, and whilst the most wonderful and distracted efforts at 
promiscuous relief the world had ever seen, were going on, the great 
key-note had been struck in little Republican Switzerland; a master 
hand had touched the keys which were to bring mnsic out of discord, to 
gather all these wild and fugitive strains into one grand harmony, one 
great international anthem of humanity and co-operation, in which all 
the nations of the earth could unite. 

The times, they tell us, produce ths men; and thus, when Monsieur 
Henry Dunant, inspired by the memories of Solferino, stood before the 
learned "Genevese Society of Public Utility,'' in Switzerland, and asked 
it to consider the question of organizing permanent volunteer relief socie- 
ties in time of peace, whose aim should be to afford relief to the sick and 
wounded in time of war, by supplementing the regular military estab- 
lishment of surgical assistants by voluntary aid ; and also asked that a 
system of neutrality between belligerents be instituted for the protec- 
tion of hospitals, official and volunteer nurses, hospital supplies, snrgeons, 
and the wounded themselves, and an international convention for that 
purpose was successfully convened by the members of that society, the 
chord was struck that spanned the world. From this movement ema- 
nates the present great 'and certain system of neutral and international re- 
lief in war — ^the treaty of Geneva and the societies of the Red Cross ; and 
it is scarcely too much to predict, nay, one fondly hopes and firmly be- 
lieves, that it marks the coming of, and points the way to, that blessed 
era of peace on earth and good will to man, when men shall know each 
other, and reason together, and the nations shall war no more. 
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After what has been said, the interesting details of this importan 
movement can be quickly related. 

It was to the direct influence of the work published by Monsieur Henry 
Dunant, entitled "Un Souvenir de Solferino," as well as to the personal 
exertions of that gentleman, that the movement which led to the Inter- 
national Congress of 1864, and its results, were immediately due. 

Monsieur Dunant, a Swiss gentleman, was traveling in Italy on his 
own account, in the year 1859, and was in the neighborhood of Solferino 
on the day of the great battle of the 24th of June. The aspect of the 
battlefield, the sufferings of the vast numbers scattered over it, and the 
occurrences which he afterwards observed in the hospitals, where he re- 
mained some days assisting as a volunteer in att-ending upon the wounded, 
deeply impressed him. 

Notwithstanding the liberal provisions which had been made by the 
French • rmy, in surgeons, means of transport, surgical btores, and sick 
dietary, and, in addition, the aid afforded by the inhabitants of the 
places to which the wounded were first brought. Monsieur Dunant saw 
that, owing to the vastness of their numbers, the wounded were left for 
days without attention or surgical relief; and he was led to consider 
whether there were any means by whici this superadded suffering in time 
of war might be obviated. This led to the publication of the "Souvenir 
de Solferiuo," in 1862, containing descriptions of what he had observed 
on the battle-field, and in hospitals, as well as numerous arguments in 
favor of a proposition for founding in every country permanent societies 
for the relief of the wounded. This work created a great sensation, and 
was quickly translated into several European languages, and the "Gene- 
veso Society of Public Utility " appointed a committee, of which General 
Dufour, the general-in-chief of the Swiss Confederation, accepted the 
presidency, for the purpose of supporting and encouraging the dissemi- 
nation of the proposals of Monsieur Dunant. This led to an international 
conference, held at Geneva in October, 1863, which was attended by 
delegates from sixteen Governments, including Great Britain, France, 
Spain, Prussia, Austria, and Italy. This conference sat four days, framed 
important resolutions, and resulted in the calling of an international 
congress, known as the "International Convention of Geneva," of 1864, 
for the purpose of considering the question of neutralization of the sick 
and wounded soldiers of belligerent armies. This congress was assembled 
in accordance with a request from the Supreme Federal Council of 
Switzerland. The invitation was accepted by sixteen powers, and the 
Congress opened on the 8th of August, 1864, at the Hotel de Ville, 
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Geneva, provided for the occasion by the federal government. There 
were present twenty -five members of the diplomatic, military, and med- 
ical staff of various nations and armies. The deliberations lasted nearly 
a fortnight, and resulted in a code of nine articles agreed npon by the 
convention, and signed on the 22d of August by the representatives of 
those Governments which had previously accredited their delegates with 
sufficient power for signing a treaty. 

This is considered a most remarkable instance of a general treaty 
brought about by the exertions of an individual in private life. 

It will be borne in mind that the aim of the Congress of 1864 was to 
obtain the neutralization of the wounded in belligerent armies, and of 
the personnel and materiel necesary for th^ir care and treatment, and to 
determine whether the humane principles which had from time to time 
been applied exceptioually might not, under certain limitations, be ren- 
dered consistent with military necessities on all occasions and be estab- 
lished as a rule. 

The conference of 1863, less official in character, had aimed at the 
foundation of a system of relief societies for all countries, and its reso • 
lutions are to this end. 

A word in regard to the niue articles of the treaty, forjued by tho 
congress or convention of 1884 may not be out of place. 

The first naturally provides for the security of the hospitals in which 
the wounded might hapx)en to be collected; that they shall be held 
neutral, and be respected by belligerents so long as sick or wounded re- 
main in them. 

Articles 2 and 3 provide for the neutrality and safety of all persons 
employed in the care of the wounded in hospitals — surgeons, chaplains, 
nurses, attendants — even after the enemy has gained the ground; but 
when no longer required for the wounded, they shall be promptly con- 
ducted under escort to the outposts of the enemy to rejoin the corps to 
which they belong, thus preventing all opportunity to roam free and 
make observations under cover of neutrality. 

Article 4 settles the terms on which the material of hospitals — field and 
general — shall be regarded, and that field hospitals shall not be subject 
to capture. 

Article 5, with the view to quiet the fears of the inhabitants in the 
vicinity of a battle, who often flee in terror, as well as to secure their 
assistance, and the comfort of their homes for the care of the wounded, 
offers military protection and certain exemptions to all who shall enter- 
tain, and care for the wounded in their houses. 
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Article 6 binds the parties contracting tlie treaty not only to give the 
requisite care and treatment to all sick and wounded who shall fall into 
their hands, but to see to it that their misfortunes shall not be aggra- 
vated by the prospect of banishment or imprisonment; they shall not be 
retained as prisoners of war, but if circumstances admit, may be given 
up immediately after the action, to be cared for by their own army, or if 
retained until recovered, and found disabled for service, they shall be 
safely returned to their country and Mends, and also that all convoys of 
sick and wounded shall be protected by absolute neutrality. 

In order to secure the neutralization of hospitals and material, and 
the nurses engaged in the service of the wounded, it was necessary to 
fix upon some common sign by which they could be recognized by all 
parties and all nations uniting in the treaty. Thus, 

Article 7 provides a flag for hospitals and convoys, and an arm badge 
for persons. The design proposed was a red cross upon a white ground. 
The reasons for this selection were twofold : First, it was typical of the 
Christian principle of the international charity embodied in the articles 
of the convention. Second, it was a compliment to the country in which 
the congress was sitting, this being the national flag of Switzerland 
with the colors reversed — ^her flag being a white cross on a red ground. 

In order to show that the parties carrying this flag have a right to it 
by treaty as well as to indicate the country to which they belong, it 
must be always accompanied by the national flag, and in order to guard 
against wrongful use of the arm badge, or brassard, it is left to the military 
authorities to issue them. 

Articles 8 and 9 provide for the details of execution being left open for 
the subsequent admission of other governments. 

This treaty received the signatures of twelve governments at first, 
which were soon increased to sixteen, and subsequently to double that 
number. . 

The International Conference of 1863 dealt with the subject of the 
National Relief Committees, so warmly urged by Monsieur Dun ant. 
Its resolutions provided for the formation of central conmiittees in each 
country, with power to form sub -committees, to establish relations with 
the Government, to make themselves acquainted with all improve- 
ments in the means of helping wonnded soldiers, to train volunteers for 
hospital service, to collect materials for sick and wounded when neces- 
sary, to keep up friendly relations and intercourse with each other, in 
order that any improvements or inventions in field transport, likely to 
be serviceable in campaign, made in one country, might be made known 
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in other countries, Just as improvements in the implements of destruction 
are mutually observed, and generally without much reserve communi- 
cated between nations on firiendly terms with each other. 

In time of war these committees become the agents of the public at 
large for affording aid, through the proper authorities, to the sick and 
wounded. 

There is, it is believed, no civilized nation which has not, to-day, its 
central committee, existing and acting in accordance with the resolu- 
tions of that conference. 

In monarchical Grovernments these committees or societies are gen- 
erally under the patronage of members of the royal families. Of their 
work of unparalleled activity, unselfish devotion, and holy beneficence 
in all wars, among all peoples, from their institution to the present 
moment, there is neither time nor space for me to speak. The work of 
the International Relief Committees of Europe during the Franco-Ger- 
man war could no more be portrayed in this paper than could the four 
years' work of the Sanitary Commission of the United States be repre- 
sented here. It would be historic mutilation to attempt it. 

It is something, however, to know that the needless sufferings of that 
terrible conflict were almost entirely averted ; that no record of military 
abuse or cruelty stains the annals of its history ; that wounded captives 
were nursed in the same hospitals ^with wounded of their captors; that 
prisoners of war were well treated and faithfully returaed; that the 
national committees and societies under the treaty vied with each other 
in the munificence of their gifts, and their promptness of relief; that, 
true to the magnanimous and holy spirit of Christianity, there . was no 
respect of persons in that great gala day of charity. The jeweled fin- 
gers of the princess and the hard hand of the peasant woman met and 
labored side by side unquestioned and unquestioniDg in their God-given 
mission. Ay! side by side they wrought, as side by side their dead lay 
on the fields. 

Empress Augusta became the active head of the Society of Germany, 
which position she still continues to honor. The beloved Grand Duch- 
ess, Louise of Baden, only daughter of the Emperor and Empress of 
Germany, was untiring in the conduct of the noble society she had al- 
ready formed and patronized. Her many and beautiful castles, with 
their magnificent grounds, throughout all Baden, were at once trans- 
formed into military hospitals, and her entire court, with herself at its 
head, formed into a committee of superintendence and organization for 
relief. I have seen a wounded Arab from the French armies, who knew 
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no word of any language bat his own, stretch out his arms to her in 
adoration and blessing as she passed his bed. 

Switzerland, which received the entire fleeing fugitives of Alsace-Lor- 
raine and the outcomers of Strasbourg after bombardment, and into 
which Bourbaki threw his whole army in defeat, not only nourished and 
sheltered these, but gave of her money and materiel as from a bottomless 
well. There was no end of her bounty. 

The Committee of England, under the direction, I believe, of the Duke 
of Sutherland, made more than good her great record of English philan- 
thropy. No higher praise could be bestowed. 

For the treaty itself, it is all important to know that it stood every 
test of military trial; that no instance of infraction of its regulations or 
of advantage having been taken of its privileges is recorded. From that 
time there has been no expression of doubt or fear. The harness had 
been tried. 

Of the part taken by the United States in the work of relief in this 
great conflict, unfortunately, one is not able to speak in this connection, 
as she was not a party to the treaty, and had no national society ; con- 
sequently she must make her contributions in her own way, and run her 
own^risk of their safe reception and proper distribution. If her supply 
ships, under only a single flag, sailed into foreign ports held by the enemy 
— who could not recognize them, and would not permit them to land — 
and being chartered only for the voyage, must return, and if the perish- 
able portion of their valuable stores were spoiled, and found a reception 
in the dock, and the more permanent part was unloaded and sold to the 
highest bidder; the little money it brought, being distributed with the 
best and most conscientious judgment of the disappointed, tired, sore- 
perplexed and baffled agents — ^it was only the natural result and oft-re- 
peated experience of unorganized and unsystematized charity the world 
over. If this were so, it is past, let us bury it with the past, and be 
thankful it can never happen to us again. 

The question naturally arises in every mind, why were we not a party 
to the treaty, and why had we no societies f Although the fact seems 
singular and painful, it is still capable of explanation. 

It will be remembered that the Conference and Congress of Geneva 
were held during the years of 1863 and 1864. The United States, having 
been invited with all other nations to send delegates, was officially rep- 
resented at the latter by Mr. Bowles, then a resident of Paris, and by 
him the resolutions and articles of both assemblies were officially trans- 
mitted to our Government for action. It was not unnatural that our re- 
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nowned Secretary of State, William H. Seward, sbonld then have de- 
clined on the officially stated ground that we were in the midst of, and 
embarrassed by, a relentless and barbarous war. 

Some years later another convention, known as ''The Convention of 
1868," was held in Paris, and another set of articles, including the wounded 
of maritime wars as well as those of land forces, was submitted to the 
nations. In this convention the United States was most fitly repre- 
sented by its noble and wprld-renowned philanthropist, Rev. Dr. Henry 
W. Bellows, who was appointed its representative in this country ; and by 
that honored gentleman the articles of the original treaty, inclnding the 
additions of 1868, were again presented to the United States GU>vcmment, 
and were again declined, most likely for the reason that they had once 
before been declined. Tet, through the faithfal endeavors of Dr. Bel- 
lows, a society was actually formed during that year; but the subject, as 
well as its literature was foreign to our people, who, knowing little or 
nothing of it, felt no interest; besides, a society formed for purposes 
of "International Relief in War," lacking an "International Treaty'^ to 
that end, and lacking uU the privileges and powers to be conferred by 
the treaty, was simply "Hamlet with Hamlet left out," and like a sap- 
ling planted without a root it naturally withered away. 

It is not singular that tht; International Committee of Geneva became 
perplexed by the repeated declinations and apathy of a nation which 
had given to the world the examples of Sanitary and Christian Commis- 
sions, and sought explanations from such sources as it could reach. 

Notwithstanding all that had been done, the subject slept till 1877, 
when it was again presented during the administration of President 
Hayes, and a committee was formed, consisting of four persons,* three 
ladies and one gentleman, styling itself the "American National Com- 
mittee or Society of the Red Cross, for the Relief of Sufferings by War, 
Pestilence, Famine, Fire, Flood, and other calamities, so great ha to be 
regarded as national in extent." 

In the following year, 1878, a small pamphlet entitled the "Red 
Cross of the Geneva Convention" was issued, explaining the subject and 
its objects. 

This society of 1877 devoted itself to the dissemination of a knowledge 
of the subject among the people, and the creation of a sentiment favor- 
able to the adoption of the treaty by the Government. In this effort it 
was aided by the strong and willing pens of other persons who had come 

• Clara Barton, Fidelia Taylor, Mary Norton, John Hitz. 
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to oDcLerstand and appreciate the cause, and whom it woald be a pleasure 
to name. But it was not until almost four years later, with the incom- 
ing of the administration of our martyred President, who was himself to 
die a wounded soldier, that any favorable response was made, any audience 
gained, or the slightest echo returned to the faithful and persistent rap- 
pings of humanity through seventeen weary years. 

It will not, perhaps, be inappropriate to name some of the persons, no 
less than the measures, to whose active exertions and philanthropic natures 
the accession of our country to the Treaty of Geneva is at length due. 

Its first official advocate, and its tireless friend from its presentation 
in 1877, was Hon. Omar D. Conger, now Senator from Michigan, then a 
member of the House. 

Hon. Secretary Wiudom, as a member of President Garfield's cabinet, 
laid it before the J'resident in cabinet session. It was cordially received 
and responded to by the President and his cabinet. 

Hon. Secretary of State James G. Blaine wrote a cordial letter of ap- 
proval, and President Garfield promised to recommend, in his first annual 
message to Congress, the accession of the United States to the treaty. 

Upon receipt of this information, the original American society of 1877 
reorganized and became Incorporated under the name of the ''American 
Association of the Bed Cross, '' with the same objects and scope as first in- 
cluded. 

Scarcely was this accomplished, when the assassin's shot palsied the 
great heart and strong hand on which its first hopes had grown. 

Then fi)llowed the weary eighty days of national agony, when hope 
seemed once more smothered in the pall and the bier; But a great- 
hearted and strong-handed successor came to the rescue, and nobly took 
up the work where it had been left ; and the first general message of 
President Arthur carried out the plan and faithfully performed the 
promise of his lamented predecessor. This act brought the subject befor- 
the honorable Committee on Foreign Affairs in the Senate, and there it 
again met its early friends. Senator Windom, as chairman of the committee 
and Judge Edmunds, Hon. Senator Morgan, of Alabama, who had been one 
of the first to comprehend its true character, and Hon. Senator Lapham, of 
New York, who assumed special charge over it in committee and who 
has given to it his watchful care and strong legal ability upon all occa- 
sions. 

The dark days of the long-neglected treaty began to brighten and, 
its lines to fall in pleasant places. After able discussion, the accession 
of the United States to the articles of the conventions of both 1864 and 
214 A 13 
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1868 was agreed upon, and tlie treaty received the signature of Presi- 
dent Arthur on the Ist day of March, 1882. 

It was ratified by the Senate on the 16th of the same month, and the 
stipulations were exchanged at Berne, Switzerland, on the 9th of June ; 
and on the 26th of July the treaty was proclaimed by the President to 
the people of the United States. 

Thus, this first great movement towards the neutralization of nationse 
and international relief in war, became to this country an accomplished 
fact and a law of the land. 

Although we have been the thirty-second and last nation to accede to 
the original and first treaty of 1864, it is consoling to know that we are 
the first to have affixed a signature to the treaty of the second congress 
of 1868, covering maritime warn, no other nation having yet fully acceded 
thereto. Although late in the one, we lead in the other. 

Some very brief remarks relative to the relief committees, their ori- 
gin, pnrpose,^and methods of activity, may not be out of place. 

First of all is the International Committee of Geneva, known as the 
"Comity International de secours aux Militairea blesa^,^^ and co-existent 
with the conference and congress of 1863 and '64. It will be remembered 
that these assemblies were convened at the instance of a committee se, 
lected by the "Society of Public Utility of Geneva," The efficient and 
accomplished president of that society, Monsieur Gustavo Moynier, was 
also president of the congress of 1864. At the close of that congress the 
nations which had become party to the treaty, finding it desirable that 
some center of action should be recognized, invested the committee, 
which had thus far constituted the soul of the work, with full power to 
act in the capacity of central committee, making it the legal and high 
source through which the exch'inge of communications between the com- 
mittees of different nations should be made. It thus became international 
in character, and is to-day the world-honbred *^ International Committee 
of Geneva. " With what fidelity, wisdom, and unanimity it has fulfilled 
its important and peaceful mission, its vast work of almost twenty years 
has conclusively shown. 

Its presidency has never been changed. 

The committees and societies formed in the several States are national 
and are free to institute and administer their own systems of relief, but 
never neglecting to communicate them to other nations through the legal 
medium, "The International Committee of Geneva. " 

Under these, national societies exist in every conntiy, and in some 
countries in almost every town subordinate societies, corresponding 
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almost perfectly to the Relief Societies of the Sanitary .Commission, with, 
however, this important distinction, that these are permanent societies. 
It was these small trihutaries, to a great extent, that poured ont the 
incouceivahle amount of supplies which so promptly found their way to 
the hospitals in the Franco-German war. 

Of the American Society, which in reorganization took the title of an 
"Association, " mention has been already made. Up to the present time 
it is not known that any other national society has extended the scope 
of its labors or supervision beyond the original idea of relief in war ; but 
in view of the geographical position, and greater consequent security of 
America from the frequent outbursts of war — that scourge and terror of 
the more crowded nations of the eastern hemisphere — ^it was believed 
that she might not only well perform the duties, national and inter- 
national, expected of her by the conditions of the treaty, but still have 
in reserve abundant means and energy to devote to the sufferings caused 
by the great revulsions and accidents to which the peculiar characteristics 
of her vast territory and divers conditions render her painfully liable. 

The American Society felt itself sustained in making these important 
extensions in its field of action by the text of Article 20 of the Berlin 
Conference of 1869, which recommends that the societies established 
under the Treaty of Geneva extend relief in time of peace to public ca- 
lamities which require, like war, prompt and well-organized help. It has 
been recently stated that Russia, whose Red Cross Societies are among 
the most advanced and active of all the nations, has extended their field 
of usefulness. 

It was with this view that the American Association organized, as 
has been before stated, to include the relief of calamities so great as to 
be, by general estimation, regarded as national in their extent and de- 
mands, and to hold itself, with its auxiliaries, both State and town, in 
readiness for immediate action in such emergencies, as well as for war — 
the same constitutional regulations serving alike for all. 

It is needless to add that the success of this untried theory was a 
problem of no small moment. Experiment alone could solve it. 

The National Society of 1877 had, from the first, steadily declined the 
taking of any steps towards the formation of societies, until it should 
have assurance of the accession of the United States to the treaty. 

This assurance came by the promise of the Government in June, 1881, 
that it would move in that direction. 

Directly following this, another publication of a hundred pages, en- 
titled the "Red Cross of Geneva," was issued for the purpose of making 
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the subject better known to the people and urging the accession of the 
Government to the treaty. 

It is interesting and significant to read from the pages of that publica- 
tion of last year the following : 

New Haven, Conn., Ootoler 20, 1882. 
To the President of the United States : 

The undersigned would respectfully recommend to yonr favorable con- 
sideration, the adoption by the Government of the United States of the 
provisions of the International Treaty of Geneva for the care of the sick 
and wounded in war. 

THEODORE D. WOOLSEY. 

H. B. HARRISON. 

JOHN E. TODD. 

EDWIN HARWOOD. 

JOSEPH SHELDON. 

FRANCIS WAYLAND. 

In July and August, 1881, following the assured action of the Govern- 
ment, societies were formed in Dansville, Rochester and Syracuse, N. 
Y., Just in time to send back their bountifal supplies and liberal contri- 
butions in money through the smoke that rolled over them from the 
blazing fields of Michigan. 

This was fighting fire at a distance, but they did it bravely and well. 

The recent overflow of the Mississippi afforded subjects for still further 
and more extended trial, and it is a pleasure to add, with results equally 
gratifying and assuring to the National Association. It is a fact worthy 
of mention that the munificent contribution of one eminent citizen, 
through the Rochester society, of $10,000 in seeds for planting the deso- 
lated district was rendered doubly, trebly valuable, by the rapidity and 
precision with which it was distributed through the organized societies 
of the Red Cross. The slow decline of the water having delayed the 
planting, great haste was necessary in order to secure any return from 
the land the present year. A call from the National to the Rochester 
Society to meet this new emergency was promptly responded to, and 
within three days the seed was on its way to the Red Cross Society of 
Memphis, which society being notified of its transit, made the necessary 
provisions for its immediate distribution, and within twenty-four hours 
after its arrival in Memphis, it was assorted, and reshipped to the proper 
points in five different States with full instructions for final distribution. 

It is a comfort to-day to know that thousands of acres of that so recently 
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dosolated valley are rich with ripening vegetation, and that thousands 
of persons are subsisting upon the results of that one well-arranged act 
of generosity. 

The Red Cross Society of Rochester, with less than a year of existence, 
has contributed over $14,000 in material and money to the relief of sufferers 
by calamity. It should be said that the incipient movement towards the 
formation of this magnificent society, as well as that of Syracuse, was 
made by Rev. Dr. Gracey, the noted missionary to India, now presiding 
elder of the Methodist Diocese of the District of Rochester, and one of the 
earliest and most efficient friends of tbe Red Cross. So much may the 
timely efforts of one person accomplish. 

There is neither teacher nor preacher like necessity, and the late lesson 
of the Mississippi Valley has resulted in the formation of societies in most 
of the cities of importance irom Chicago to New Orleans, all organized 
under a general constitution, as auxiliary to the American Association 
of the Red Cross at Washington, and all affiliated with the national and 
subordinate societies of thirty-two nations, acting in concert in the 
grand work of humanity and the practical furtherance of good-will among 
mankind. 

My task is done. I have endeavored to submit to the judgment of this 
high assemblage such facts and observations in regard to the practical 
utility of a system of national and international relief in great emergencies, 
as some years of attention to the subject and some little experience have 
given me. If your honorable body shall find the subject-matter of suffi- 
cient importance to attract its further attention, and elicit from it such 
suggestions and counsel as from time to time it may be pleased to bestow, 
the object of my coming will have been attained. 

It only remains to add a few words of congratalation for 
the great work which has been now so happily accomplished. 
The American name, by the adoption of the treaty, has been 
everywhere abroad placed m high honor, and the societies 
already organized at home have wrought so nobly and so well 
that they have earned, and receive in no stinted measure, 
the commendation and approval of people of the highest 
social and political standing in all the thirty-one nations with 
whom they are now associated in mitigating the sufferings 
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from war, as well as from the more important of other calam^ 
ities. 

The great armaments of the nations of Europe will, for a 
long time to come, engage the chief attention of those nations, 
of their leading statesmen and their sovereigns. Whatever 
relates to war, will, by necessity, long occupy the very first 
place in all their thoughts and plans, and the advancing spirit 
of the age, as it shall tend to gradually modify their senti- 
ments and actions in the direction of peace, and the methods 
of peace, wiU more and more bring into prominence the work 
of the Societies of the Eed Cross. It must therefore inevita- 
bly happen that while their direct and immediate object is to 
practically mitigate the condition of armies in their opera- 
tions in the field in time of war, their greatest and most ' 
beneficent influence will be in the dii'ection of the abolition of 
all the sufferings attendant on war by the destruction of war 
itself. Sovereigns deeply interested in the work of the Eed 
Cross will be less and less disposed to precipitate their peo- 
ples into war for light and trivial causes, for small or per- 
sonal or unworthy ends; and wars once begun will be more 
readily brought to an end when the true glory of nations 
shall come more and more to be felt to be associated with the 
victories of peace. We have more than once called attention 
to the fact that the Banner of the Eed Cross is the true Ban- 
ner of Peace, and that all who work beneath its glorious folds 
are co-workers, not only with the noblest spirits in all ages 
and in all countries, but even, reverently be it spoken, co- 
workers with that Divine Beneficence whose blessed task 
we know it will one day be to wipe every tear from every 
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eye. And filled with these sentiments, the American Asso- 
ciation of the Eed Cross, thankfhl to have borne a part, how- 
ever humble, in this great work, presents to the President, 
the Congress, and the people of the United States, this record 
of their work during the last year. 



EECOGNITION OF THE AMERICAN ASSOCIATIOIJ^^ 
OF THE RED CROSS BY OTHER COUNTRIES.— 
ROYAL TESTIMONIALS. 

It is not to be supposed that a movement so generally de- 
sired and so long looked for as the establishment of a branch 
of the Red Cross in the United States of America would 
actually take place without occasional recognition of the fact, 
and expression of the satisfaction with which this step is re- 
garded by the advocates and heads of the Red Cross of other 
countries. 

On the receipt of the dispatch from the president of the 
American Association by the International Committee of 
Geneva, March 16, 1882, announcing the ratification of the 
treaty by the Senate of the United States, that committee 
at once decided to send in return a silver medal beautifully 
engraved with the coats of arms of the nations within the 
compact, to which reference is made by M. Moynier, presi- 
dent of the Comit6 International, as seen by reference to the 
letter of that gentleman of March 24, 1882 (page 184). We 
regret our inability to produce in this publication a fac- 
simile of this medal, as it is in every way a model both of 
skillful design and exquisite workmanship. 



200 History of the Bed Cross. 

FROM BADEN. 

In April 1882, the President of the American Association 
received from Her Imperial Highness the Grand Duchess of 
Baden a beautifully arranged volume embracing the history 
and methods of the Women's Union (Frauen-Yereine) of 
Baden, a work which originated with and has grown up under 
the watchful care of Her Highness, and is literally the Baden 
Bed Cross Society, and the organization through which was 
performed the wonderful and beautiful work by that beloved 
royal philanthropist, and alluded to in the body of this work. 

FROM BERLIN. 

In the month of February, 1883, a most royally bound vol- 
ume in blue and gold, surmounted by the Red Cross, a gift 
trom Her Majesty the Empress of Germany to Miss Clara 
Barton, was received at the State Department, with the re- 
quest that it be transmitted to its destination. As the official 
letters accompanying and connected with this royal recognition 
may be of interest, we publish them as we have published all 
other offtcial matter in this volume. The correspondence 

is as follows : 

Department of State, 
Washington^ February 16, 1883. 
Walter P. Phillips, 

General Secretary of the American Association of the Bed Cross : 

My Dear Mr. Phillips : I transmit herewith a parcel containing a 
hook presented hy the Empress of Germany to Miss Clara Barton. May 
I ask you to kindly cause the package to he forwarded to its destination T 
I am, dear Bir, very truly yours, 

SEVELLON A. BROWN, 

Chief Clerk. 
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Inclosed the following letters : 

Department of State, 

Washington^ February 16, 1883. 

Mt Dear Miss Barton : It affords me great pleasure to transmit a 
parcel coutaining a book presented to you by Her Majesty the Empress 
of Germany as a token of her high appreciation of the success of your 
efforts for the formation of an Association of the Red Cross in America. 
This volume having been transmitted through the Secretary of the Ameri- 
can Legation at Berlin, I inclose for your information a copy of his let- 
ter to me. 

Congratulating you upon the compliment which the Empress has paid 

to you by her action in sending you this gift, 

I am, my dear madam, very truly yours, 

SEVELLON A. BROWN, 

Chief Clerk. 
Miss Clara Barton, 

President American Association of the Bed Cross, 

Legation of the United States of America, 

Berlin, January 32, 1883. 
Sevellon a. Brown, Esq., 

Chief Clerk Department of State : 

Dear Sir : I send by the dispatch bag to-day a parcel addressed to 
you, which contains a book which has been sent to me direct by the 
Empress of Germany^ with the request that I will have it transmitted to 
Miss Clara Barton, as Her Majesty has seen by the '^Bulletin Interna- 
tional des Soci^t^ de secours aux Militaires Blesses '^ that Miss Barton 
has succeeded in forming an Association of the Red Cross in America, and 
wishes to show by the contents of this book (Handbuch des Deutschen 
Frauen Vereine) how in Germany the Women's National Relief Associa- 
tions, which try to relieve suffering or calanmity in time of peace, are, by 
their organization, bound to serve the Red Cross Societies in time of 
war. 

As Miss Barton has done so much for these charitable aims, and shown 
so much perseverance and energy on their account, Her Majesty thinks 
this publication may be of some interest to her. • • • 

Tou would do me a great favor if you can have the book transmitted 

to Miss Barton with the requst that she will inform me when she receives 

it, that I may let the Empress know that it has reached its destination. 

Believe me very truly yours, 

H. SIDNEY EVERETT. 
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To which letters were addressed the folio wiog replies: 

Washington, Ftbruarg 21, 1883. 
Mr. Sk\'ellon A. Brown, 

CMff Clerl' of the Departmtni of Stale: 

Mt liKAR Mr. Brown : While thanking you most sincerely for the 

con^ratalations expressed in your letter of the 16th instant, conveying 

to me the intelligence of the beautiful gift of Her M^tsty the Empieas 

of Germany, and the fact that you had kindly transmitted it to me, I 

must still further depend upon your courtesy by begging that you will 

•transmit through your Department to Mr. Everett, the honorable secretary 

of legation at Berlin, the inclosed communication. 

I am, my dear sir, very truly yours, 

CLARA BARTOX. 
Hon. H. Sidney Everett. 

Secrelaij of the American L({jation at Berlin : 

Dear Sir : Your letter to Mr. Brown, chief clerk of the Department 
of State at Washington, h.is been transoiitted to me, informing me that 
the EmpKss of Germany had sent to you a book with the request that 
you would have it transmitted to me, to show to me by the contents of 
the book, how, in Germany, the Women's National Relief Associations, 
which try to relieve suffering or calamity in time of peace, are, by their 
organization, bound to serve the Red Cross Societies in time of war; and 
that Hex Majesty thinks this publication may be of some interest to me. 

The boi^k allnded to has also come to my hands through the courtesy 
of Mr. Brown and your kind cat*, for vrhioh I am very grateful to you. 

I desire that you will convey to Her Majesty my most grateful thanks 
for the book itself, and far more for the proof it brings of her deep in- 
terest in, and caw for. the great work of humanity which, through the 
Societies of the Reil Cross, is quietly and almost unobservedly knitting 
]>eoples and nations together by the tender tie^ of mutual serviees to the 
sick and helpless of whatever nationality or race, whether in peaee or 
war. 

For this, and for other manifestations of that interest previously given 
by Her M,^esty to me ivisonally, I desire you to thank the Empress for 
myst^f as well as for the Aniorioan Ass^viation which I have the honor to 
xvpivsents 

Believe nu\ dt\ir sir. very trnly your?, 

CLARA BARTON, 
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CONTRIBUTIONS OP MONET FROM GERMANY FOR 
THE SUFFERERS BY THE OHIO FLOODS. 

On the 20th of March, 1883, the American Association of 
the Bed Cross was notified through its treasurer, Mr. George 
Kennon, of the receipt of the following letter: 

Executive Mansion, 
Washington, D. C, March 14, 1883. 

My Bear Sir: The President is in receipt of a letter from Messrs. 
Brasch & E6thinste||n, bankers, of Berlin, stating that they have solic- 
ited and received subscriptions for the benefit of the safferers by the re- 
cent inundations in this country, and that they will forward, for such 
disposition as he may think proper, each one thousand marks as sub- 
scribed. Tlie first instaUmeht for that amount has been received in the 
form of the accompanying check of Messrs. Knauth, Nachod & Kuhne, 
of New York, for $236.25, which the President desires me to inclose to 
you for distribution under the direction of the Society of the Bed Cross. 

Very truly, yours, 

FRED. J. PHILLIPS, 

Private Secietary, 

This letter was followed by others of similar import in quick 
succession, noticeable among which is the following as show- 
ing the kiudly interest with which the Fatherland regards 
the welfare of its people who have made their homes in our 

country: 

Executive Mansion, 

Washington, April 9, 1883. 

My Dear Sir: Referring to former correspondence from this office, on 
the subject of the contributions by citizens of Berlin for the relief of the 
sufferers by the floods in this country, I write to inform you that four 
thousands marks of the amount heretofore transmitted has been con- 
tributed by the Emperor and Empress of Germany. The private secre- 
tary of the Emperor and also of the Empress states that they desire their 
contributions Ibo be added to the fund for the benefit of those Germans " in 
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the east and west of the United States of America who are sufferers by 
the recent floods." This seems to limit the specific object of their con- 
tributions to the German sufferers, and I will thank you to bring the 
matter to the attention of the proper officers of the Eed Cross Association, 
in order that they may be guided by the wishes of the Emperor and Em- 
press in the distribution of the money. 

FEED. J. PHILLIPS, 

Private Secretary, 

Anticipating this desire, and recognizing its propriety, 
before the receipt of this letter, a German citizen who had 
most acceptably filled for twenty years a position of trust in 
our Departmental Government — ^Prof. Paul H. Berkau— was 
engaged to proceed at once to the scene of the flood and 
distribute this money among the German sufferers. The sud- 
den and fatal illness of this estimable gentleman, on tbe eve 
of his departure, interrupted this most desirable provision 
and delayed for a time, the dispensing of the royal gift.* 

• In the last weeks of April, through the German legation at Washing- 
ton, the co-operation of the Imperial German Consul at Cincinnati, M. 
Van Mohl, was obtained, and the fund, which has been augmented to the 
amount of five thousand dollars, is being distributed in accordance wifch 
the wishes of the Emperor and Empress as expressed in the foregoing 
communications. It may also be stated that similar remittances con- 
tinue, up to the present time (June, 1883), to come to the President of the 
Uuited States, and are by him duly tamed over to the Red Cross for dis- 
tribution. 
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As most of the societies whose reports follow are still 
actively engaged in sending relief to the sufferers by the 
Ohio floods, no complete account of their labors in that dis- 
aster can be given in this publication. Such reports as have 
reached us in time are inserted. The next annual report of 
the Association will, however, contain the reports of all asso- 
ciate societies. 

ROCHESTER, N. Y. 

RbPOBT of the society of the bed cross of MONROE COUNTYy 

NEW YORK. 

This society begs leave to report : That when the overflow of the Lower 
Mississippi sabmerged the vast territory on its sides, they undertook to 
appeal to their citizens, bat in consequence of some unexpected delays in 
getting information with reference to certain details, they failed in mak- 
ing a general request for funds. The magnitude of the disaster was so 
great that, in common with the whole country, we were paralyzed. The 
GU>yemment seemed alone competent to deal with the condition. But 
we forwarded to the parent society the small sum of $400, which was in 
the treasury. But as the waters receded, the Central Society called on us 
to supply a want of the most urgent kind in an agricultural line, namely, 
seeds of every kind other than those of cotton and com. This request 
was at once responded to by Mr. Hiram Sibley, who filled a car with a 
selected variety of the most useful seeds and of the finest quality. An 
agent was sent at his expense to deliver them safely to the officers of the 
Red Cross Society at Memphis. The value of this car-load was $5,000, 
and when brought to the consumer more than twice that sum. Mr. Sib- 
ley, who desired to give of his abundance, was embarrassed for the want 
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of a proper almoner, and was relieved of all care by the Hed Cross Soci- 
ety. Its agents have returned to Mr. Sibley an exact statement of the 
mode of distribntion, and in a manner highly gratifying to his business 
habits. I should not fail to add that the car was passed free of charge 
over the various railroads on the route. 

The society is in good order, but we expect to make such improve- 
ments in its working as experience may dictate, and hope that the inter- 
est of our people may increase with their good works. 
Very respectfully submitted by 

E. M. MOORE. 

PremdenU 

SOCIETY OF MONROE COUNTY IN THE OHIO FLOODS. 

The National Association desires to state that this society with its ac- 
customed liberality has forwarded in one check $1^000, in aid of the suf- 
ferers from the floods of the Ohio Valley. 

MEMPHIS, TENN. 

Memphis, Tenn., Jantiary 5, 1883 . 
Miss Clara Barton, 

President Amei^cdn Asaociation of the Bed Cross : 

In reply to your letter of the 26th day of December, requesting me to 
make a report of the condition, work, &c. ^ of our associate society here, 
I beg to submit the following : 

A preliminary meeting, looking to the organization, was held at the 
office of Greene & Beasley, April 25, 1882. This meeting was adjourned 
to the 26th day of April, when the permanent organization was effected 
by the election of the following officers: President, J. M. Keating 
(editor Memphis Appeal) ; vice-president, H. A. Montgomery ; secre- 
tary, James E. Beasley ; treasurer, W. W. Thacher. 

The constitution and by-laws are iu the main such as are advised, 
gome few changes to meet local aspects were thought necessary and 
were therefore made. 

The executive board for the first year is as follows: Dr. R. W. Mitchell 
(of the National Board of Health), Hon. D. P. Hadden (president taxing 
district), J. J. Murphy. 

The signers to the constitution number fifty. The number could easily 
be incre.ised to two hundred. 
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The first work that was intrusted to our care was the distribution of 
a car-load (consisting of 600 boxes of garden seeds) sent to us by Messrs. 
Hiram Sibley & Co., of Eochester N. Y. These seeds were intended 
for the sufferers by the overflow of the Mississippi River last spring 
The seeds reached here about the 12th day of June and were immediately 
put into the hands of a committee for distribution. Accompanying each 
box I sent a circular letter, mentioning the donors and setting forth the 
fact that they were sent through this society and intended only for those 
actually in need. I received a great many letters of thanks, and I am 
fiiUy satisfied an immense amount of suffering was averted by this timely 
charity. 

We also received shipments of clothing from several partips in the 
North. 

The next matter tliat demanded attention at our hands was the call 
made by the people of Pensacola when afflicted with yellow fever. The 
society did not consider that it had the authority to act, but our president 
(Mr. Keating) wrote an editorial in regard to the matter, and also had a 
meeting of the Cotton Exchange called. This meeting took immediate 
action and in three days had collected and forwarded $1,500 in money. 
Smaller sums continued to be sent from time to time thereafter, as col- 
lections were made. 

We have heard of nothing since calling for our assistance, and we 
hope and trust it may be a long time before we do. We are, however, 
always ready and willing to do our part at any time when called on. 

JAS. E. BEASLEY, 

Secretary, 

Note. — ^The National Association states in connection with this report 
that on its call upon the society of Memphis for aid in the Ohio floods 
of last February, that society promptly responded with a contribution 
of $400, which was at once forwarded to Mr. Ingalls, chairman of the re- 
lief committee of Cincinnati, and by him acknowledged and distributed. 

VICKSBURG, MISS. 

ViCKSBURG, Miss., January 1, 1883. 
Miss Clara Barton, 

President American Association of the Red Cross: 

Dear Miss Barton : I have your kindly letter 26th December, and, 
after expressing my pleasure at the prosperous condition of our Associa- 
tion, give as full answers as I can to your several inquiries. 
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Organization — ^W. G. Paxton, president; C. 8. D. Bobbins, vice-presi- 
dent; John McCutchin, secretary; £. S. Butts, treasurer; membership, 
thirty. 

The overflow of the Mississippi and the cyclone at Monticello, whilst 

both in the line of distress, calling for active measures by the association 

occurred just about the time of our organization and were promptly met 

by the combined action of the General Government and individuals, the 

branch association here being the distributing agents. We were ready 

then and now to act whenever necessity may require. 

Bespectfully, yours, 

W. G. PAXTON. 
CHICAGO, ILL. 

At the last annual meeting of the Red Cross Society of Chicago, held at 
the Sherman House, Vice-President Edwin Lee Brown in the chair, on 
motion of John W. Ela, Rev. Clinton Locke, Rev. R. A. Holland, Dr. H. 
A. Johnson, Mrs. Helen E. Starrett, and Dr. Burnett were appointed a 
committee to take into consideration the holding of meetings during the 
present season by physicians and others on subjects relating to the work 
of the society, and to make arrangements for the same. Officers were 
elected as follows: 

President — C. M. Henderson. 

Treasurer — Byron P. Moulton. 

Secretary — Dr. Mary Weeks Burnett. 

Consulting counsel — John W. Ela. 

Advisory board — Rev. R. A. Holland, Mrs Helen E. Starrett, Dr. H. A. 
Johnson, H. E. Sargent, and Mrs. C. B. Lawrence. 

Committee on foreign literature — Rev. Dr. Clinton Locke, Prof. Louis 
J. Block, Mrs. Ellen Mitchell, Miss Mary Jameson, Miss Netta E. Weeks, 
Miss M. E. Pearce, and Miss Helen Swing. 

Vice-Presidents — Elihu B. Washburn, Edwin Lee Brown, Gen. P. H. 
Sheridan, Marshall Field, Wirt Pexter, John V. Farwell, Rev. H. W. 
Thomas, Rev. John H. Barrows, Prof. Samuel Willard, Mrs. Thomas Bar- 
rows, Rev. E. G. Hirsch, Rev. J. W. Plummer, Miss Frances Willard, 
Julius Rosenthal, Rev. George C. Lorimer, Hon. T. F. Withrow, Mrs. N. B. 
Buford, Mrs. W. G. Hibbard, D. Julia Holmes Smith, J. Hall Dow, Hon. 
H. N. Hibbard, T. W. S. Brawley, R. Lowenthall, Dr. Walter Hay, Mrs. 
Lucy A. Carpenter, Miss S. A. Richards, Rev. Samuel Fallows, Rev. E. 
J. Galvin. 

Executive committee — ^E. N. Phelps, Marvin Hughitt, A. A. Carpenter, 
A. A. Sprague, S. A. Kent, H. N. Higginbotham, Byron L. Smith, A. C. 
Bartlett, and the officers of the society. 
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NEW ORLEANS, LA. 

Nbw Orleans, January l^fh^ 1883. 
Miss Clara Barton, 

President American Asmcitttion of the Red Cross, WashinfftoUf D. C. : 

At the first annual meeting of the Associate Society of the Bed Cross 
No. 1 Central of Louisiana, held in this city on the evening of the 8th 
instant, I laid before the society your favor of 26th December request- 
ing us to forward to the parent society a report of the organization of 
the society here, aB also any work actual or prospective in which the 
society has or was engaged, and in accordance with a resolution adopted 
at that meeting I now make report direct to you in compliance with 
your request. 

At a meeting held at the residence of Eev. HuG:h Miller Thompson, D. 
D., in this city on the evening of June 15, 1882, Dr. Thompson presiding, 
the constitution prepared by the parent society for associate societies 
of the Eed Cross was read, and the opinion of the gentlemen present being 
unanimous that it was desirable that an associate society be formed for 
Louisana, Mr. Edward Fenner moved that the constitution as prepared 
by the parent society be adopted as the constitution for the associate 
society for Louisiana : 

Dr. J. P. Davidson made motion that the blanks in the constitution 
be properly filled to designate the ^same for the associate society, and 
also that the meeting go into an election of officers of the society ; which 
motions were adopted unanimously. 

General Fred. N. Ogden and F. R. Southmayd were then nominated and 
unainraouely elected as president and secretary, respectively, of the 
society, when those gentlemen stated that, as members of the Howard 
Association, it would be necessary to submit the question of their accept- 
ance of these i)ositious to that body. 

Hon. Louis Bush made motion, which was unanimously adopted, that 
the chair appoint a committee of three to prepare by-laws for the society, 
and also to suggest uauies of other officers for the same, the committee 
to riiport as soon as ready to a meeting to be called by the chairman of 
the meeting. 

The chair appointed as this committee Col. Louis Bush, General 
Fred. N. Ogden, and F. R. Southmayd. 

On July 13, at a special called meeting, this committee repoi-ted, and 
214 a 14 
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^Advisory Board. 



the organization of the society was completed by the election of the fol- 
lowing officers, and with the membership named below : 

General Fred. N. Ogdon, president; F. R. South- ^ 
mayd, secretary; Hon. Jules Aldige, treasurer 
— executive committee. 

Hon. Louis Bush, first vice-president. 

Gov. Francis T. Nichols, attorney. 

J. Dickson Brnns, M. D., physician. 

J. P. Davidson, M. D., surgeon. 

Maj. B. M. Harrod, engineer. 

Philip Buchanan, transportation. 

Rev. H. M. Thompson, D. D., 
vice-president. 

Rev. J. K. Gutheim, D. D., vice- 
president. 

Edward Fenner, Esq., vice-pres- 
ident. 

Henry Giuder, Esq. 

J. M. Vandegriff, Esq. 

Columbus H. AUeu, Esq. 

Col. J. B. Vinet. 

Ad. Schrieber, Esq. 

Chas. E. Whitney, Esq. 

Rev. Father Hubert, of the Roman Church, finding it impossible to 
serve, Rev. Jas. Subileau, of the same church, was, at the annual meet- 
ing on the 8th instant, elected to fill the vacancy. 

The organization of the society having been completed, and the same 
having been duly recognized by the parent society in Washington, first by 
letter of July 13th, from Walter P. Phillips, general secretary, and second- 
ly by letter from Miss Clara Barton, president, under date of August 6, 
to F. R. Southmayd, secretary, it was deemed advisable to organize sub- 
associate societies in the State which should report to the Central So- 
ciety in New Orleans ; and, inaccordance with a resolution of the society 
adopted at a meeting held August 14, letters were addressed to leading 
citizens in Baton Rouge, Morgan City, Shreveport, Monroe, and Alexan- 
dria, requesting that such societies be organized in these respective 
places, each of which is the head center of a large section, and which com- 
bined, will effectually cover all of Louisiana. 

In Shreveport a society was shortly afterwards organized by the elec- 



Rev. B. M. Palmer, D. D., vice- 
president. 

Rev. Father Hubert, vice-pres- 
ident. 

W. H. Watkins, M. D., vice-pres- 
ident. 

S. B. Newman, Esq. 

A. J. Vandegriff, Esq. 

R. L. Robertson, Esq. 

T. Generelly, Esq. 

Jno. M. Coos, Esq. 

L. W. Bagnie, Esq. 
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tion of the following officers: L. R. Simmons, president; J. W. Braner, 
vice-president ; P. J. Trezevant, secretary ; L. E. Carter, Treasurer. 

At Morgan City, Mr. R. Natili who was written to, reports that withseven 
of the leading citizens of that place the association is practically made, 
though the formal organization of the society has not been completed. 

At Baton Rouge the matter is in hands of Dr. Dupree and Mr. Wm. 
Garig, leading citizens. In Monroe, in hands of Hon. Thos. Y. Aby ; and 
in Alexandria, in hands of Maj. Geo. O. Watts; and beyond any doubt, 
although no formal organization has been made in the last-named four 
places, were any occasion to arise a few hours' notice would develop 
societies fully organized for work. 

Owing to the absence during the summer of some of the membership, 
there were no meetings of the society called until after the outbreak 
of the yellow-fever epidemic in Pensacola, on the reception of a dispatch 
from Miss Barton, president of the parent society, asking if the society 
here was at work in Pensacola, and if not, if some one would go from 
this society to that place as a rexiresentative of the Red Cross Associa- 
tion, a special meeting was called to determine the official reply to Miss 
Barton. 

Accordingly, answer was sent that the Louisiana society was not at 
work at Pensacola; that a representative would go there if the parent 
association desired it ; that we would wire Pensacola to ascertain their 
needs, &c., and would report the same to the parent society. 

A dispatch was immediately sent to the mayor of Pensacola, requesting 
information as to the extent of the distress there and the nature thereof, 
what their probable needs would be, and asking if the services of the 
Association of the Red Cross, as such, would be accepted. 

To this dispatch no answer has ever been returned either by wire or 
letter, and similar treatment was experienced by the associate society of 
Slireveporfc ; which, promptly making tender of service on receipt of the 
news of the distress at Pensacola, had received no reply at the time the 
secretary made this report, which was several weeks after the tender of 
service was made. 

The presidenj) of the parent society was informed by the secretary of 
the Louisiana society of the action taken both by the central society and 
the associate society in Shrevepoi-t, and of the silence that had met both 
tenders of service. The offer was also made to the national society, that, 
notwithstanding no answer had been received from Pensacola, if the 
parent association desired some one to go to Pensacola to represent and 
act for the Red Cross Association, either in the distribution of relief to 
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be sent by that association, or to organize an associate society there, the 
secretary of tlie central society for Louisiana would respond promptly to 
such a request from the president of the American Association of the 
Eed Cross. At the same time the national society was advised of what was 
the probable real cause of the indifference to, or x)ractical refusal of, the 
tender of aid made in behalf of the Red Cross Association ; and in view 
of the fact that the epidemic was then so very near ifcs close, it was sug- 
gested that it was perhaps inadvisable, all things considered, to enter the 
field. 

This view was taken of the matter by the National Society, and thus 
the occasion of the epidemic at Pensacola passed by without the flag of 
the Red Cross Association appearing on the field, not tbat the occasion 
did not present itself as one in which was full scope for the Red Cross 
Association to put forth it« energies in the administration of relief, nor 
yet that the said association was blind to the opportunity or deaf to the 
cry of suffering humanity, but only because the tender of help made by 
the Association of the Red Cross to the representative authority of that 
stricken people was unnoticed or unheeded by their official represent- 
ative, of whom inquiry must be made by those who may have curiosity 
sufficient to prompt them to inquire the cause. 

At the annual meeting on the 8th instant, on the suggestion of Mr. Henry 
Ginder of the advisability of the society taking steps towards the organi- 
zation of a school for training nurses who would be available in case 
of epidemic. Rev. H. M. Thompson, D. D., made a motion that a committre 
of three be appointed with full power to act for the society (and in cou- 
nection with representatives of the training-school for nurses whiih had 
already been organized), to obtain from the Howard Association a list 
of names and residences of nurses, such as were known to them, and such 
other information as would assist, and to report the same to the society, 
with any suggestions or plans of action as might be deemed, in the judg- 
ment of the committee, advisable towards the establishment of the pro- 
posed school. This motion was unanimously adopted, and the president 
appointed the following as the committee: J. P. Davidson, M. D., Rev. 
Hugh Miller Thompson, D. D., and Rev. J. K. Gntheim, D. D. 

These is perhaps, no measure that could more appropriately occupy the 
time and attention of the Red Cross Society than that which is embraced 
in the resolution under which the above committee has been appointed. 
It looks to a preparation on the part of the society for meeting a demand 
Avhich is certain to come upon it in the future (how soon none can tell), 
when the epidemic to which our southern section is unfortunately so lia- 
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ble makes its appearance. In the hands of the practical gentlemen to 
whom as a committee the preparatory steps are committed, there is every 
assurance that the association will be thoroaghly })repared, when the 
emergency calls, to enter the field with a full corps of efficient nurses 
competent to the work before them. 

In accordance with your request, I have made inquiry in regard to 
the results achieved by the donation made by the Red Cross Association 
for the relief of sufferers from the overflow in Louisiana last spring. The 
donation ($400) was given into the hands of Messrs. M. Gillis, Isaac 
Schcrck, and Louis Bush, the relief commissioners appointed by the gov- 
ernor of Louisiana to attend to the distribution of the relief given to such 
sufferers in our State. 

The donation given by the Association of the Red Cross into the hands 
of this commission could not have been used in a wiser or more practi- 
cal manner, nor in a way to afford more speedy, wide, and efficient relief 
than resulted from the disposition made by them of the money. It was 
invested in garden seed, which was shipped to some one hundred and 
twenty or more leading citizens, at some sixty different places or land- 
ings in over sixteen^ parishes of the State, in which are resident over 
100,000 people, whose houses or plantations had been submerged by the 
flood, and to whom distribution of the seed was made by the parties to 
whom it had been sent. These seeds, planted in the rich alluvium left by 
the waters, as fast as the dry land again appeared, under the blessing 
of a kind Providence bore abundant harvests for the food and comfort 
of those who had been overflowed, and in no other way could a more 
needed or generous bounty have been afforded them ; and if measiired by 
the extent of the practical relief and good that was done by it, no other 
aid extended these sufferers excelled, if any equaled, that given by the 
Association of the Red Cross. 

In concluding this repoi*t I would add that the active membership of 
this society is limited to thirty, to Insure effective work and harmony 
therein. Its honorary membership has no limit. The active member- 
ship represents fully the social, professional, and business classes of our 
community, and with eminent representatives of different religious faiths 
and political beliefs is absolutely free from sectarian or partisan bias. 
Embracing in its membership the members of an association of long ex- 
perience in dealing with the great scourge of the southern section, yellow 
fever— an association, perhaps, as widely and as favorably known as any 
other in this broad laud, the Howard Association of New Orleans — W6 
think that the American Association of the Red Cross may rest assured 
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that, in one particular direction, in which there is every probability 
that it will sooner or later be called to work, they are fully prepared for 
wise and effective action therein. We feel, too, that the character of the 
Louisiana Society as a whole, will assure the parent association against 
any unwise and unnecessary call on the one hand, and against all im- 
provident and harmful distribution of their bounty on the other. We 
trust that that overflowing generosity of our^ countrymen, which has 
ever found expression in the time of general calamity, will soon recog- 
nize the American Association of the Red Cross, under the auspices of the 
General Government, as the proper channel through which their bounty 
shall flow; and that the General Government itself will recognize, in its 
own child, its best and assured protection against the partisan or pol- 
itical use of the public moneys given for the general relief of afilicted 
communities or sections in the time of general calamity. 

In behalf of the Louisiana Central Society, and with assurances of our 
highest esteem and regard, I remain, very truly, yours, 

F. R. SOUTHMAYD, 

Secretary. 

LOUISIANA IN THE OHIO FLOODS. 

The following official statement of the treasurer of the State Society 
of Louisiana, through the kindness of its secretary, F. R. Southmayd, 
was received in time for the press : • 

RED CROSS SOCIETY. 

The following final statement has been made by the treasurer of the 
Red Cross Society of the funds received and disposed of in aid of the 
flood sufferers of the Ohio Valley. 

The following amounts have been acknowledged by the treasurer of 
the Red Cross Societj : 

Firstlist $546 55 

Secondlist l,-273 00 

Third list 414 50 

Fourth list (citizens of Shreveport, through Peter J. Treze- 

vant) 125 00 



2, 359 05 
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Less amounts paid to- 
German Gazette $6 00 

Times Democrat 13 75 

New Orleans Picayune 9 75 

Western Union Telegraph Company 9 85 

Garcia & Fauche 1 25 

Daily City Item 3 00 

Daily States 3 00 

New Orleans Bee ; 6 00 

Postal-cards and stamps 1 50 

f54 10 

$2, 304 95 
February 27, paid Clara Barton, president, her sight draft to 
Louisiana National Bank 1, 800 00 

Balance on hand 504 95 

March 3, remitted Clara Barton, president, Now York ex- 
change, to balance 504 95 

J. ALDIGE, 

Treasurer, 
New Orleans, Mai-ch 3, 1883. 

SYRACUSE. 

Ohio Floods. 

the red cross — report of its proceedings since its organiza- 
TION. 

[Prepared by the general secretary, the Rev. Dr. Hsk.] 

The Rev. Richmond Fisk, D. D., general secretary of the Society of 
the Red Cross, read the following sketch before a meeting of the society, 
held recently at the residence of Judge Vann: 

To the president and members of the Bed Cross of Onondaga : 

So many questions have been asked about the origin and methods of 
the Red Cross Societies, occasioned by the recent activity of our local 
society in sending relief to the flood sufferers, that I may be pardoned, 
in making my report, if I begin with an answer to these questions. 
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[Here follows a concise history of the Red Cross, its origin and ob- 
jects in other landti, and its introduction to our own. ] 

Thus originated the Red Cross Societies of this and other countries, 
and thus, owing to the visit of Miss Barton to Syracuse, the Society of 
the Red Cross of Onondaga County was duly organized on the evening 
of October 11, 1881, by the adoption of a constitution and the eloctiou of 
officers, and appointment of committees. 

In the month in which it was organized some work was done in the 
collection of money lor the Michigan sufferers by fire ; but the demand 
for aid soon ceased, and nothing since has arisen to call it into activity 
till the floods of tlie Ohio and other rivers recently created a demand (>n 
the charities of the country. 

I need not detail the few necessary steps by which we soon turned the 
contributions of our citizens to the benefit of the sufferers in Indiana. 
For fifteen days the work of gathering, assorting, purcliasing, and pack- 
ing clothing was steadily kept up. I may, without being invidious, 
make special mention of the generous aid of George H. Gilbert in fur- 
nishing teams and drivers during very inclement weather in collecting 
packages from house to house. Mr. John McCarthy also rendered valu- 
able assistance in the same work. In packing the clothing, our thanks 
are due to McCarthy & Sons, and to E. T. Talbott, for the assistance of 
a packer from the former, and for aid from Mr. Green, sent by the latter 
from Hotel Burns. But the greater part of the packing was done by 
Mr. C. M. Adams, 161 East Genesee street, who volunteered his services 
and deserves a special vote of thanks by the society, while to Miss M. T. 
Boschert, the office clerk of the Bureau of Labor and Charities, we are 
indebted for an amount of work and care in the assorting, examining, 
and general supervision of the labor in the packing that might well 
have overwhelmed and prostrated a less competent and determined per- 
son. 

We are indebted to M. S. Price, Mr. Ginty, Barney, West &. Smith, 
Day Bros., and Chadwick, Peters & Brothers for boxes, and to Everson, 
Frisselle & Co., Grant & Dunn, andBurhans &. Black for special favors. 
Our thanks are likewise due to Kent & Miller and Messrs. Durston & Co. 
for the services of a clerk from each in canvassing with the wagons the 
business streets. 

The committee on work responded in part to the call for assistance at 
the office, and many excellent volunteer helpers came and did important 
work, although at no time save one day did we have all tho aid we de- 
sired and ought to have had to hasten off* in suitable condition the large 
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amount of clotLing that iilled our rooms. But the lahor done and done 
so well, thanks to the nohle ladies who came up to the demands of the 
occasion, has demonstrated the value of systematic work in charity and 
proved the readiness of our citizous to do generously for the suffering if 
,only the way is made sure and convenient for their charity, to hit the 
mark on which their hearts' eyes are intent. 

The liberality of the American Express Company and the kindness of 
its agent, Mr. Alfred Higgins, in taking the packed boxes ftom the office 
and sending them free of charge to their destination, made it possihle 
for the society to do its work with the assurance that the expense would 
not exceed the value of the gifts. The Western Union Telegraph Com- 
pany likewise greatly aided our work in sending messages free of charge. 
During our work I sent and received twenty-two messages. We thus 
shipped to New Albany fifteen boxes, to Lawrenceburg eighteen, and to 
Evansville, for the benefit of Shawneetowrn, six boxes — thirty-nine boxes 
in all. 

These boxes contained 520 pairs of boots, shoes, and rubbers, 1,008 pairs 
of stockings, 297 pairs of men's pauts, 86 pairs of boys' pants, 333 vests, 
317 men's coats, 166 boys' coats, 230 pieces of men's underwear, 375 
men's shirts, 308 collars, ties, and pairs of cuffs, 368 womens' dresses, 419 
women's waists^ sacks, and skirts, 575 women's underwear, 181 women's 
cloaks and wraps, 311 children's dresses, 540 children's underwear, 205 
men's and boys* hats and caps, 95 women's and girls' hats, 117 aprons, 
203 baby garments, 300 pieces of bedding, 213 miscellaneous articles, 
such as towels, pieces of new cloth, scraps, overalls, men's frocks, 
gloves, mittens, &c., and over 100 toys — a total of 7,256. 

The lowest estimate put upon these contributions by a clothier of our 
city is nearly $4,000, while a more careful estimate places them at $5,000. 
A large part of the bedding and the underclothing and rubbers, and 
many shoes, and pants, and coats, and shirts, and dresses were new. 

Mrs. C. T. Longstreet contributed $25 ; A. A. Hewlett, $12; Henry H. 
Baker, of Pompey, $5; Mrs. Eanchet, $5; Mrs. William A. Juddon, $5; 
J. G. Yann, $5; Mrs. Congdon, of Auburn, $2; making $59 for purchase 
of garments and bedding from the Ladies' Employment Society. 

I received from a variety of sources, which the treasurer's report will 
itemize, $18.58, and expended in help, which the treasurer's report will 
likewise give in items, $18.35. 

In addition I present a bill from Masters & Stone of $8.25 for 10,000 
cloth-lined tags on which was printed the name of our society, one of 
which was fastened to each garment sent. 
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In response to our gifts of clothing I have received the following word 
from New Albany, from W. C. DePauw, proprietor of DePauw-s American 
Plate Glass Works, as chairman of the relief committee. Under date of 
February 26, he says: 

"The supplies sent by you have reached here. They are of the most 
desirable and valuable kind, and are gratefully and thankfully received 
by our relief committee and suffering people. They will afford great 
relief, supply many needs, and comfort many hearts. May God bless you 
and the donors. With thanks and gratitude to you and others, and with 
kindest regards, I am, &c." 

Under date of February 27, the New Albany Relief Committee sent by 
the hand of its chairman the following additional word: 

"I am especially instructed by the relief committee to thank you 
and your noble association for your large and valuable donation. It will 
be disbursed and distributed by the ladies of our relief conmiittee with 
conscientious care, and will bring relief and comfort to many desolate 
households. With kindest wishes for the continued prosperity of your 
society, and the welfare of all its members, &c." 

Under date of February 28, the mayor of Lawrenceburg, Ind., and 
chairman of relief committee, writes as follows : 

"Allow me to write you saying that we thank you and your kind so- 
ciety more than I can express for your kind gifts to us. Your goods, 
which were just what we needed, came at a most opportune time. So 
many of our dwellings, with all their contents, have been destroyed that 
their occupants, our artisans, and laboring classes, were exceedingly 
needy in the way of clothing and were becoming disheartened. Your 
charity and that of many, many other people at other points have not only 
supplied to a large extent their present wants, but have given them a view 
of the grandly benevolent nature of humanity that they never realized 
before, and I feel sure must make them better men and women. May 
God bless your noble order." 

A telegram dated Evansville, Ind., March 20, reads: 

"Goods received and distributed among the sufferers at Shawneetown 
and vicinity." 

A letter from Mount Vernon, Ind., dated March 25, written by George 
D. Rowe, trustee, reads : 

**I have just received from Board of Trade of Indianapolis, Ind., seven 
boxes of clothing, bedding, &c., contributed by your society for relief of 
flood sufferers. By agreement with the committee I am to divide it with 
the districts having suffered most. There will be at least two huudred 
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and fifty families that will receive a part of your donations^ and I beg 
to thauk your society for the timely relief thus given the destitute of this 
county, as mau} lost nearly everything they possessed." 

Following is an extract from a letter from Clara Barton, president of 
the American Society : 

'* Although too much pressed with the cares of the moment to write as 
your good society deserves to be written, I cannot forego the pleasure of 
dropping a line to tell you of the excellent reports which come back from 
various sources, of the gifts of the Red Cross of Onondaga County to the 
Ohio sufferers. The correspondents of the Western press have spoken of 
them upon several occasions in the most pleasant terms. The Cincinnati 
Commercial of some days ago has the following : After describing at length 
his painful journey over the town of New Albany the correspondent says: 
* Heading towards the relief committee^s headquarters, we found the mayor 
and his active assistants, men and women, distributing from the engine 
house down stairs. In the engine room proper were many .unopened 
cases, some of whlcl) have upon their surface the Geneva Cross, underneath 
which was the infecription. From the Society of the Bed Cross of Onondaga 
County, Syracuse, N, F.' 

" But better and more direct than this, even, is the report of our trusty 
special agent. Prof. J. B. Uubbell, received yesterday from the field, who 
writes, *The New Albany committee says that the goods (clothing) sent 
from Syracuse, N. Y. Red Cross Society, were by far the best that had 
been received. The president of the committee said they were as good 
as his family wore.' " 

It will be seen by the treasurer's report, when made, that a few have 
recently paid the membership fee, and that it will be an item of business 
for this meeting to pass upon the names of such if they are not already 
members. This affords me the opportunity to say that it is very impor- 
tant that our imembership be kept at a sufficiently high figure to afford us 
the income from memberships of money enough to defray the necessary 
expenses of keeping our organization alive. Our recent work has shown 
the importance of the society maintaining its connection with other kin- 
dred societies in renting rooms ample enough to accommodate it when an 
emergency arises. It would therefore seem but just that the Red Cross 
should bear a part of the necessary expenses of furnishing and renting 
an office. This will, at the most, make but a light bill of expense per an- 
num, while it secures for the society a habitation as well as a name. An 
office having been opened for the accommodation of several organizations 
so recently as last month, I have thought it but just to the other socle- 
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ties that we, as members of the Red Cross, bear our share in the first ex- 
pense of ( stablishing a union office, and present therefore a bill of $6 for 
your audit. 

Through an oversight on my part, as that of the recording secretary, 
the time of our annual meeting, the second Tuesday of last October, 
passed without notifying the members and calling them together in an- 
nual session. By operation of custom, if not by law, the present officers 
and committees, we will assume, hold over till their successors are elected 
or appointed. 

We have one committee to which I desire to call special attention. I 
doubt not that it seems to be the ]east important of any committee any 
society like .this could have. It so happens that this is the only society 
in our city that has such a committee. I refer to the committee on phil- 
anthropic literature. The original idea of this conmiittee was to make 
it instrumental in spreading the needful information and creating a sen- 
timent to .bring our Government into action and lead our p< ople into 
organizing for great emergencies of war or other calamities. Now, how- 
ever, I would have this society keep this committee but enlarge its pur- 
pose. I am certain that no better thing could be done than for such a 
committee to set itself seriously to work to gather from all the States of 
the Union the official reports on all kinds of charities, public and private, 
and from all foreign countries as well, and the proceedings of all bodies 
bearing upon the great problems of human suffering and destitution and 
misfortune. I fondly hoped when our present committee was named 
that it might be the beginning of a serious endeavor in this direction. 
And I am sure that Mr. Mundy, Mr. Calthrop, Mr. Durston, Dr. Wilbur, 
and the rest could do no more worthy thing for Syracuse, and those who 
are to become students and legislators in our county, city, State, and na- 
tion, than to bring about the collection of such sources of information and 
index and catalogue the same for convenient reference and investigation. 
We have need of more advantages for the comparative study of all phases 
of human want and of the endeavcjrs to relieve it. Why should not the 
Red Cross of Onondaga County provide the coming boys and girls of Syra- 
cuse with these advantages? 

March 20, 1883. 
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treasurer's report. 

Amount received for Michigan sufferers in 1882; $36, and this amount 
was forwarded by draft to the mayor of Detroit, December 20, 1882. 

Total amount received for the Western sufferers by floods $229 14 

Paid Ladies' Employment Society $25 00 

Bills paid by Kev. Mr. Fisk for forwarding clothing, &g. 18 35 

43 35 



Forwarded draft to chairman relief committee, Louisville, Ky.. . 165 79 

The amount of our collection was first sent to Helena, Arkansas, but 
by the committee returned, saying their pressing needs were cared for. 
The letters of acknowledgment are hereto attached. 

We have a balance on deposit in the Syracuse Savings Bank of $20.12. 

Respectfnlly, 

A. F. LEWIS, 

Ti'easurer, 
IN MEMORIAM. 

Within the past month the Red Cross has been called to pay its first 
tribute of sorrowful respect and lay its white garland of honor on the 
grave of one of its own fraternity. 

Our faithful associate society of Memphis, Tenn., has assembled to 
mourn the loss of one of its truest and most beloved members, Judge L. 
B. Horrigan, of that city. With filial fidelity it reached out its hands 
to the parent society for sympathy, and with parental alFcction and lov- 
ing tenderness this association has responded. The following remarks 
which have been made and resolutions which have been passed are but 
small though j ust expressions of the broad bond of fraternal interest which 
binds our wide-spreading societies as one body. 

From the long columns of respectful tribute to his memory from the 
press of his State, under such headings as, ** A distinguished and just 
judge;" "A fearless jurist j" "A grand. man;" "A good citizen," we 
select the following short extracts and resolutions : 

[From the Ripley News.] 

A SERIOUS LOSS TO THE COUNTY AND STATE. 

Judge L. B. Horrigan, the eminent criminal jurist of Memphis, died at 
12.30 p. m. on Wednesday, of typhoid pneumonia, in the forty-fifth year 
of his age. He was a native of New Haven, Conn., and moved to the 
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state of Michigan when young. He studied law in the office of Judge 
Crane in Dexter, Mich. Ho served in the Union Army during the war, 
attaining the rank of captain. At the close he moved to Memphis, made 
the criminal branch of the law a specialty, and for many years has been 
considered one of the best criminal lawyers in the State. His death is a 
serious loss to the people of Shelby County — in fact, to the whole State. 

• 

[From The Memphis Appeal.] 
A TRIBUTE TO JUDGE HORRIGAN. 

Horrigan came here with a sword in his hand, inimical to this section 
and its institutions. Single-handed, without clique or the usual appli- 
ances of the aspirant for honors from the people, by his own intrinsic 
worth and steady purpose, he raised himself to a lofty height, and was 
held and supported there by that very people who now mourn his death 
as a public calamity. 

Among the beautiful floral designs bearing the^last testimonials of the 
respect and love of a stricken people was the Red Cross in the center of 
the shield of white, the offering of the society of which he was an hon- 
ored member. 

The following resolutions were reported and adopted by a committee 
from that society selected for the purpose : 

Besolvedf That the members of the Memphis Society of the Red Cross 
of Geneva unite with their fellow citizens in deploring the death of Ju'^ge 
Lawrence B. Horrigan. 

Resolved J That as a member of this society he upheld its principles and 
purposes by a life of the broadest and most comprehensive charity. His 
heart was easily moved by the cry of the distressed and the appeal of the 
sorrowful; and, though inflexible in the performance of duty, he was 
prompt with tender sympathy for the one and a generous hand for the 
other. 

Besolvcdj That our brother Horrigan was an upright judge, an honest, 
manly man, who was not only unswerving in his integrity as to his duty 
on the bench, but in all that he was called upon to do, whether in private 
or public life. He was a modest man, and the honors conferred upon him 
by his fellow-citizens could not swerve him from the-eimple dignity of a 
character that rested securely upon the fonndations of duty* To oe an 
upright American was to him to be all a man could be. 

Resolved, That we mourn his loss, not only as a member of this society, 
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bnt as a citizen, and, above all, as a judj;e whoso place it will be difficult 
to fill. 

Besolvedj That we condole with Mrs. Horrigan upon her loss, and tender 
her our heartfelt and respectful sympathy upon a bereavement the saddest 
Memphis has for years been called upon to sustain. 

Eesolvedf That these resolutions be spread upon the minutes of the so- 
ciety, aud that a copy of them be forwarded to the widow of our deceased 
brother, aud that they be published in the daily newspapers of the city. 

N. FONTAINE. 

G. B. THORNTON. 

W. H. RHEA. 

C. W. METCALFE. 

W. W. THATCHER. 

Copies of these resolutions were forwarded to the National Association, 
and the following letter of sympathy and appreciation returned : 

To the Society of the Red Cross at Memphis,- Tenn. : 

The National Association hastens to express its sympathy with you in 
the loss of so noble a friend of the Red Cross, so genial an associate, so 
wise a counselor, so upright a magistrate as the late Judge Horrigan. 

It seems evident from all the tender and glowing tributes strewed 
thick upon his grave that he was indeed a worthy member of the grand 
league of noblo men and heroic women in thirty -two principal nations of 
the earth, silently and swiftly gathering with a common high and humane 
purpose to mitigate the calamities of war aud the misfortunes of peace. 

To have gladly accepted manly and honorable service in such an organ- 
ization marks him as one to whom high duty is a consecration, and to 
whom fame, even the highest, is but a flickering shadow cast by the ra- 
diant brightness witbin. Let us all, then, gather courage and steadiness 
of purpose, a disciplined sympathy, a quickened, unwearied humanity, 
from the contemplation of bis character and life ; let us each make haste 
to do the work set before us, in the providence of God, unostentatiously, 
thoroughly, and well ; so that, summoned, like our dead friend, suddenly 
from the scenes of earth, though we may leave our tasks unaccomplished, 
they may yet seem glorious in design, if not in completion, and speak of 
us sincerely and with more fitting substance than words can ever com- 
pass or suggest. 

With tenderest sorrow and most cordial regard the National Associa- 
tion begs to lay its garland on this new-made grave, and to indulge the 
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hope that an intorcourse so pleasant and so usefnl heretofore, may deepen 

in tenderness and energy as we go forward together. 

The National Association of the Red Cross. 

CLARA BARTON, 

President, 
Washington, D. C, April, 1883. 

STATE OF WISCONSIN. 

MILWAUKEE. 

During the month of March and April, 1883, correspondence relative 
to the formation of a State Society of the Red Cross for Wisconsin was 
held between Rev. G. E. Gordon, of Milwaukee, and the president of the 
American Association at Washington, D. C. This correspondence re- 
sulted in the associating of thirty-two leading gentlemen of Milwaukee 
as founders of a State Society of the Red Cross, as follows : 

LIST OF FOUNDEKS. 

John M. Stowell, mayor. John R. Goodrich. 

Wm. Thorndike, M. D. B. B. Hopkins. 

J. B. Oliver. T. A. Chapman, 

H. C. Payne. A. J. Aikens. 
I. M. Bean. . W. S. Candee. 

J. G. T. Campbell. Wm. A. Collins. 

Rev. Charles S. Lester, C. F. Haley. 

Frank G. Bigelow. Lem. Ellsworth. 

Wm. P. McLaren, A. K. Shepard. 

A. Autisedel. Edward O'Neil. 
John Johnston. C. H. Haskins. 
David Ferguson, Horace Rublee. 

B. K. Miller. William H. Metcalf, 
Jeremiah Qnin. R. D. Whitehead. 
Henry M. Mendel. G. E. Gordon. 
Horace M. Biown, M. D. ^ Don J. Whittemore. 

At a meeting held April 14, in response to a circular issued for that pur- 
pose, the following officers were elected: Rev. G. E. Gordon, president; 
Wm. T. McLaren, first vice-president; John M. Stowell, second vice- 
president; F. G. Bigelow, treasurer; Wm. A. Collins, secretary; B. K. 
Miller, consulting counsel ; Wm. Thorndike, M. D. ; A. Antisedel, Horace 
Rublee, Don J. Whittemore, H. M. Mendel. The five last-named gen- 
tlemen to form, with its executive officers, its advisory board. 
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THE GRAND ARMY OF THE STATE OF CONNECTICUT AND THE 

RED CROSS. 

At the State encampment of the Grand Army of Connecticut, which 
took place at Hartford on the Slst of January, 1883, the president of the 
American Association was invited as the especial guest of the encamp- 
ment, to meet the delegates, some eight hundred in number, and explain 
to them the objects and purposes of the Red Cross organization. This 
invitation was accepted, and the explanation given in the presence of 
all officers of the G. A. R. of the State, and the Commander-in-Chief of 
the Grand Armies of the United States, Paul Vandervort, of Denver. At 
the close of the explanation the approval of the entire body was accorded 
and its moral support pledged to the Red Cross by a unanimous rising 
vote, accompanied by such- not silent — demonstrations as soldiers are 
accustomed to make. 

214 A 15 
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BEQUESTS AND DONATIONS. 

As no moneys intrusted to this association for purposes of relief have 
been or will be used by it for meeting any of its expenses, whether in 
the extension of its organization through the country, its central office 
work, or its agents, all of which are indispensable vehicles for disburs- 
%g this charity, it is found necessary to maintain two distinct funds, for 
each of which donations are desired, and a form of bequest herewith 
appended. Donations for either of these funds require, of course, no 
special form — only a clear statement of the wish of the donor. They will 
be promptly and publicly acknowledged. 



FORMS OF BEQUEST TO THE AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF THE 

RED CROSS. 

TO FUND FOR WORKING PURPOSES AND ORGANIZATION. 

I give, devise, and bequeath, to the American Association of the Red 

Cross the sum of dollars to be paid or transferred by my executor 

out of my real or personal estate, as soon as settlement of my aifairs will 
permit, to the trustees of this association for the time being, in trust, that 
the same shall be safely invested and the income thereof shall be ap- 
plied by the executive committee thereof, solely to the purpose of de- 
fraying the expenses and paying for the services of those who are engaged 
in carrying on the business of said association, and carrying out its 
objects, as set forth in its constitution. 

FOR FUND FOR DIRECT RELIEF. 

I give, devise, and bequeath to the American Association of the Red 

Cross the sum of dollars, to be paid or transferred by my executors 

out of my real or personal estate, as soon as settlement of my affairs will 
permit, to the trustees of this association, for the time being, in trust, to 
be applied by the executive committee thereof to the purposes of direct 
relief which said association has in its constitution declared to be its 
object. 
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LA PRESSE PfiRIODIQUE DE LA CROIX ROUGE. 

Plusieurs recueils p^riodiques servent d^organes aux soci^t^s de la Croix 
rouge. Ce sout : 

1°. Le ^^Kriegerheil,** orgaue des soci^t^a allemandes, que se publie 
mensuellement k Berlin depuis 1866 (in4o). 

2®. Le **Me88ag€r de la Soci^tS rtisse" (en langue russe), qui paralttoute 
les semaines k St.-P^tersbourg depuis 1870 (in-4o). 

:io. La " Caridad en la guerra,^^ public chaque mois par le Comity de 
Madrid depuis 1870 (in-4°). - 

4®. ^* Journal de m^decine militaire" (en langue su^dois), recuell trimes- 
triel, public en commUn, depuis 1876, par la Soci6t^ de la Croix rouge, et 
par la Soci^t^ des m^decius militaires, k Stockholm (in-8<>). 

50. Le " Fhilanthropf" journal mensuel paraissant k Zurich, et servant 
d'organe k la Soci^t^ Suisse, depuis 1882 (in-40). 

Q\ Le ** Bulletin international des Societis de la Croix rougcy" recueil 
trimestriel, public k Geneve, depuis 1869, par le Comity international 
en yertu d'une decision de la Conference de Berlin (in-8<>). 

HISTORY OF THE RED CROSS. 

Copies of this work can be procured by addressing the president of 
the Red Cross Assooiationy Washington, D. C. 

Price, by mail, single copy, 20 cents. 

Price, by mail, per dozen, $1.50. 

Price, by mail, per hundred, $10. 

Persons desiring information in regard to the formation of societies 
or the form of constitution ^ill please address ^ above. 

Le Bulletin international paralt tons les trois mois. Prix, franco, pour 
un an, et pour tons les pays de TUnion postal (l'« zone), six francs. 

The above publication can be subscribed for through this association. 
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